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TO THE READER. 

nascitar non fit, is a sentence of as great 

I antiquity ; it being most certain, that 

icqoired learning imaginable is insuffi- 

complete a poet, without a natural ge- 

ad propensity to so noble and sublime an 

nd we may, without offence, observe, 

any yery learned men, who have been 

us to be thought poets, have only ren- 

lomselves obnoxious to that satirical in- 

n our author wittily invokes : 

.ch made them, though it were in spite 
Btnre and their stan, to write. 

16 one side, some who have had very 
tman learning, but were endued with a 
lare of natural wit and parts, have be- 
he most celebi^ted* poets of the age 
ed in. But as these last are ^ Rane aves 
I,' so, when the Muses have not disdain- 
assistances of other arts and sciences, 
then blessed with those lasting monu- 
)f wit and learning, which may justly 
k kind of eternity upon earth : and our 
had his modesty permitted him, might 
mce have said, 
Begl monomentum ere perennial : 
hOvid, 

w opiu ezegi, quod nee Jovis ira, nee ignis, 
dCCffit ferrum, nee adax abolere vetustab. 

author of this celebrated poem was of 
ft composition : for although he had not 
imnesB of an academical education, as 
firm, it may be perceived, throughout 
ole poem, that he had read much, and 

?f weU accomplished in the most useful 
human learning. 

n, in his reflections, speaking ot \!lci& t^^- 
qualitiea belonging to a i^oeV^Xx^^'^^^ 
£Uiakspeare, Du^nant^ fee 

X4 ^ 



ir TO THE READER. 

* he mnst have a genius extraordinary 
natural gifts; awitjustfruitlbl, pierdni 
and uniyersal ; an underatandinff clear i 
tinct; an imagination neat and plean 
elevation of soul that depends not onlj 
or stady , but is purely the gift of heaven 
must be sustained by a lively sense and 
ty ; judgment to considef wisely of thinj 
vivacity for the beautiful expression of the 

Now, how justly this character is due 
author we leave to the impartial read 
those of nicer judgment, who had the ha] 
to be more intmiately acquainted with b 

The reputation of this incomparable 
is so thoroughly established in the worh 
it would be superfluous, if not impertio 
endeavour any pane^c upon it WC 
IT. whom the judicious part of raankiii 
readily acknowledge to be a sovereign jv 
wit, was so great an admirer of it, that he 
often pleasantly quote it in his conven 
However, since most men have a curio 
have some account of such anonjrmous a 
whose compositions have been eminent ; 
or learning, we have, for their infoni 
subjoined a short Life of the Author. 



SAMUEL BUTLER 

J bom in the parish of StrenBham, in Wor- 
anhire, in 1613, probably in February, as 
find that he was christened on the 14th day 
bat month. Of his parents our infondation 
'My scanty. They gave him education, 
wer, at the grammar school of Worcester, 
noe he was removed either to Cambridge 
>ifoftl. 

or some time he was clerk to Mr. Jeffeiyff, 
lArW-Croomb, in Worcestershire, an isminent 
ioe of the peace ; and, while in this gentle- 
1^ oeiTice, had leisure for study, and unused 
Mlf by practising music and painting. He 
I afkeirward admitted into the family of the 
intaas of Kent, where he enjoyed the use of 
waiy, and the conversation of the celebrated 
ten. From this house he removed into the 
iljr of Sir Samuel Luke, one of Cromwell's 
«n, and from what he saw here, is supposed 
ave conceived the deMign of ridiculing the 
stkses of the republican party, and of form- 
hii hero on some pecuharities in the cha* 
sf of Sir Samuel. 

to tiie restoration, he was made secretary to 
Earl of Carburv, president of the prioci- 
ty <^ Wales, who conferred on him the 
rardship of Ludlow Castle, which Mr. War- 
thinks was a very honourable and lucrative 
io. About this tune he married Mrs. Her- 
, a lady of some fortune, which, one of his 
frapkhen informs us, was lost by bad secu- 
a. 

1 1663, the first three cantos of his Hudibras 
d pohlished, and introduced to the attention 
10 ooort by the Earl of Dorset In the fol- 
tag year, the second part made its a]>pear- 
i; and such was the general popularity of 
poem, and the particmai fivoux mViiNiti^tfdGL 
IS ivoeiVed by the king and co^xt^juscv^^^^*^ 
r one expected some 6pec\«i le^ax^ ^o''^^ 
itowed on the ingenioMB auOaot \ \s^N.^«V 
biw ImndrMl guixwaa ^Yac^ \Xi« V\i^^ ^ 



Yi LIFE OF SAMUEL BUTLER. 

■aid, upon no very good authority, to hayeMBt 
to huD, we find no trace of an^ reward or pro- 
motion whatever. Discouraging as this treat- 
ment was, Butler published the third part in 
1678, which still leaves the story imperfect 

He died in 1680, and was buned in the 
church-vard of Covent Garden. About sixty 
years anerward, Alderman Barber, the printer, 
erected a monument to his memory in West- 
minster Abbev. 

Aller his death three small volumes of hif 
posthumous pieces were published^ but among 
them are many spurious. In 1759, Mr. Thayer, 
of Manchester, published two volumes, which 
ar6 indubitably genuine, and consist of prose 
and verse ; but ironi neither of these publica- 
tions can we collect any information as to his 
private life and character. He is said to have 
made no figure in conversation proportionate 
io the wit displayed in his immortal poem ; and 
King Charles, who had a curiosity to see him, 
could never bo brought to believe that he wrote 
Hudibras. 

Butler has usually been ranked among the 
Uifortunate poets who have been neglected by 
their age ; yet although we can find no proof 
of royu munificence having been extended to 
him, there appears no reason to think that he 
was poor in the most unfavourable sense. 

Although the persons and events introduced 
in Hudibras are now forgotten, or known only 
to historic students, the exquisite humour of this 
piece is still as keenly relished as when first pre- 
sented to the public ; and much of it has long 
been introduced into conversation as axioms^ 
wit and sense. It has, indeed, been' justly ob- 
served by Dr. Nash, that, concerning Hudibras, 
there is but one sentiment: it is universallr 
allowed to be the first and last poem of its kind 
^e Jeamingf wit, and humoiix G«t\AU!^^ 
tuuivalled. 



HUDIBRAS. 



PART I.— CANTO L 

Sir Hudibras bis passing wortb, 
The manner how he saJly'd forth, 
His arms and equipage are shown ; 
His horse's virtues and his own. 
Th* adventure of the Bear and Fiddle 
Is sung, but breaks off in the middle. 

When civil dudgeon first grew high. 

And men fell out they knew not why ; 

When hard worda, jealousies, and fears, 

Set folks together by the ears, 

And made tnem fight, like mad or drank, 5 

For dame Religion as for punk ; 

Whose honesty they all durst swear for, 

Tho' not a man of them knew wherefore ; 

When gospel-trumpeter, surrounded 

With lon^-earM rout, to battle sounded, 10 

And pulpit, drum ecclesiastick, 

Was beat with fist instead of a stick ; 

Then did Sir Knight abandon dwelling, 

And out he rode a colonelling. 

A wiffht he was whose very sight would 15 

Entitle him Mirrour of Knighthood ; 

That never bow'd his stubborn knee 

To any thing but chivalry ; 

Nor put up Diow, but that which laid 

Rif ht worshipful on shoulder-blade : 80 

Ouef of domestic knights and errant. 

Either for chartel or tor warrant ; 

1. Dadoeon. Who made the alterations la the laiC 
edition of this poem I Icnow not, but they are certainly 
sometimes for the worse ; and I cannot bdieve the au- 
thor would have changed a word so proper in that place 
M ' dudgeon' is, for that of * fury,' as \X \a Vcw i^ VuX 
sdiiioa. To take in dudgeon, is in waxd\y U>i«bihA. vmea 

U^MryoraffroDt; asortof grumb\ulfti1itlk»^aawt&^VBA 

what it previouM to actual fury. 



8 HUDIBRAS. 

Great on the bench, ^reat in the saddle, 
That could as well bind o'er as swaddle : 
Mighty he was at both of these, 
And stjlM of war as well as peace. 
(So some rats, of amphibious nature, 
Are either for the land or water.) 
But here our author makes a doubt, 
Whether he were more wise or stout 
Some hold the one, and some the other ; 
But howsoever they make a pother. 
The diff'repce was so small, his brain 
OntweighM his rage but half a grain ; 
Which nuule some take him for a tool. 
That knaves do work with, called a fooL 
For 't has been held by many, that 
As Montaigne, playing with his cat. 
Complains she uiought him but an ass. 
Much more she woiUd Sir Hudibras 
(For that^s the name our valiant Knight 
To mil his challenges did write.) 
But they^re mistaken very mucn ; 
Tis plam enough he was no such. 
We grant, altho' he had much wit, 
H' was very shy of using it ; 
As being loth to wear it out. 
And therefore bore it not about $ 
Unless on holy-days, or so. 
As men their best apparel do. 
Beside, tis known he could speak Greek 
As naturally as pigs squeak : 
That Latin was no more diffidle. 
Than to a blackbird 'tis to whistle. 
Being rich in both, he never scanted 
His Eounty unto' such as wanted : 
Bat much of either would afford 
To many that had not one word. 
For Hemrew roots, tJtho' they Ve foaad 
To flourish most in barren ground, 

Jtf. Blad avw to tbe asssioM, asbeiiif a Jostkt 
^grtJ £m tig eoantyf ss W9U as a cotonel of \ 
^^^otja a^ ParHimenVB amy, and aeomv 
. f^!^^*> '" ^^ SHayiS fluppoeeaUs< 
« >&of /Sir /Pidlfly Ai, Hme In playing ^tk 



PART I.— CANTO I. 9 

Eld such plenty as sufficed 
take some think him circuincisM ; 
truly, so he was perhaps, 
s a proselyte, but for claps. 
was in logic a great critick, 65 

undly skillM in analytick ; 
>uld distinguish and divide 
r 'twixt south and south-west side ; 
ther which he would dispute, 
ite, change hands, and still confute. 70 
undertake to prove, by force 
Cement, a man's no horse. 

Srove a buzzard is no fowl, 
at a lord may be an owl, 
fan alderman, a goose a justice, 75 

'ooks Committee-men and trustees. 
run in debt by disputation, 
>ay with ratiocination. 
is by syllogism, true 

»od and figure he would do. 80 

rhetoric, he could not ope 
touth, but out there flew a trope : 

Bre again is an alteration without any amendment , 
oUowing lines, 

And truly, so he was, perhaps. 
Not as a proselyte, but for claps, 

8 changed : 

And truly so, perhaps, he was ) 
Tis many a pious Christian's case. 

HeathMis had an odd opinion, and have a strange 
why Moses imposed the taw of circumcision on the 
which, how untrue soever, I will give the learned 
ui account of without translation ; as I find it in the 
ions upon Horace, wrote by uiy .worthy and learned 
Ir. William Baxter, the great restorer of the ancient, 
meter of modcrr learning. 

Sat. 9. Sermon, lib. i.— * Curtis ; quia pellicula irrmN 
it ; quia M<>ses Rex Judaeorem^cujus Legibus rcgun- 

'ligentia medicinaliler exsectus est, et ne . 

set notabilis, omnes circumcidi voluit. Vet. SchoL 
■ qus inscitia Librari' exciderat reposui- 

conjectura, uti et medicinaliter exsectus pro medici- 
ectUB que nihil erant. Q,uis miretur ^uamodl con- 
mini Epicureo atque Pagano excidisscf Jmt« \^\>^ 
) Glareano Dia^oli Organum vVdelwT. ^XVaxEL^AX.'j'tv^ 
bee liabet : Constat omnia miTaiCtt\»^ p.e;T\». r^NAnvA 
9afb(uEp;cureiprudentias\med\8pu\Mi\,.'* „ _;. 
i/yt/c Is a part of logric thai \eac\»a \o «Lt^>Sttft"M«' 
rtaeon, as grammar does -worOa. 



10 HUDIBRAS. 

And when he happened to break off 

r th* middle of his speech, or coiigh« 

H' had hard words ready to shew why, 85 

And tell what rules he md it by : 

Else, when with greatest art he spoke, 

Tou'd think he talkM like other folk : 

For all a rhetorician's rules 

Teach nothing but to name his tools. 90 

But, when he pleas'd to shew't, his speech, 

In loftiness of sound, was rich ; 

A Babylonish dialect. 

Which learned pedants much affect. 

It was a party-colourM dress 95 

Of patched and pye-ball'd languages : 

'Twas English cut on Greek anoLatin, 

Like fustian heretofore on satin. 

It had an odd promiscuous tone, 

As if h^ had talkM three parts in one ; 100 

Which made some think, when he did gabble, 

Th' had heard three labourers of Babel; 

Or Cerberus himself pronounce 

A leash of languages at once. 

This he as volubly would vent 105 

As if his stock would ne'er be spent ; 

And truly to support that charge, 

He had supplies as vast and large : 

For he coula coin or counterfeit 

New words with little or no wit : 1 10 

Words, so debasM and hard, no stone 

Was hard enough to touch them on : 

And when with hasty noise he spoke 'em. 

The ignorant for current took 'em ; 

93. A confusion of languages, fluch as some of our 
miMleni ▼irtuosi osed to erpreas themselvea in. 

103. C«ri>enu ; a name which oar poets give a doc 
with three heads, which they feigned door-keeper m 
hell, that caressed the unfortunate souls sent thither, and 
devoured them that would get out again : yet Qereules 
tied him up, and made him follow. This dog with three 
heada, denotes the past, the present, and toe tiine to 

^"oe, which receive, and, as it were, A«vout all ihinis. 

"^Ijfcft/Mr got the better of him, wUeh rioewtt tbaXtw 

"^ioaemre alwaye victorious ovei t\ia«^>i«cw«a 

'w present in the meoiory of poalAclty . 



PART L— CANTO L II 

Thai bid the orator, who once 115 

Did fill biB niouih with pebble alonea 
Wliea he haiuigu'd, but kaovn hu phnae, 
Hb would hare ua'd no other wtyt. 
In Mathematiclu he wu greater 
Than Tvcho Brahe or Em Paler : 190 

Fof he, by geometrick ecale. 
Could take the size oTpoti of ale ; 
ReaolTe, by eigns and langeats, (traight. 
If bread or butter wanted weight ; 
And wiasl; tell what hour o' &' day 13S 

Hn dock does etrike, by algebra. 
Beade, be was a Ehrewil phlloeopher. 
And had read ev'ry text and glou OTer : 
Whale'er the crabbed'rt aulhor halfa. 
He Dodentood b' implicit faith : 130 

Wfaatever aceptic could ioquire for, 
Tot ev'ry why he had a waeretbre ; 
Knew more than forty of them do, 
Aa ftr aa worda and tennn could go : 
All which be uadeietood by rote, 13S 

And, ■* oocaiioD lerv'd, wuutd <|uol« : 



9. T^eho BreikF t 



flirty J«i*0ip1."i." hn^l^-r-T.!-^ ri h is couhUt, M>j 

ThrophrwfU'., ^L Hi* Fonown 

BjEphPlics ill ' .1 ■■■ . ..■ rillj awpu™. 
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HUDIBRAS. 



No matler nliether riglil or wrong, 

They might ha either «iitd or aoDg. 

Hia notians lilted things so well, 

Th&t which was which he could not tal] ; 

But ofUnlimea mititook the one 

For th' other, sei grest clerks hiive done. 

He could reduce all things In acts. 

And knew their natures by abstracts ; 

Where entity and quiddity. 

The ghosta of defunct bodies, fly ; 

Where truth in person does appear. 

Like worda conj;eal'd in northern air. 

lie knew what's what, and ihat'a as high 

As metapliyiic wit can fly. 1 

]n Echool-divinity ae able 

As lie that lii^lit Irrefragable ; 




PART L— CANTO L 

Frofbimd in aJl the namuial 
And refti waya beyaad tbem aJI ; 
For he a, rope ofiaod could twiit 
A» tough oa Je&med Sarboniit ; 
And weitTe Gne cobwebe. fit for ikoll 
Thafi empty nfien tlie moon ia (iill; 
Such aa take lodgin|[a in a bead 
That's to be 1st unfumiBhed. 
Be could raiae scruples duk and nioa, "s 
And after solve 'em in a trice ; 
As if DiTinily bud catch 'd 
The itch on puiposo to be BCrakh'd ; 
Or, like a mountebank, did wound 
And atab henelf with double profound, 
Only to shew with how small pain 
The aorea offailh arecur'd again; 



atimt Ihr ™i irl llllt tlllfff lalh milhrtlniiliirntlhr 
onnn. , Tin EnillA aad BnKeb itriTe wBM of Um (lull 
Ian ditagiiaiird Ilia liferlh. Tbe EiigUdi •» Iw wu bora 
k WPTtMMtirlina ; ae fleoa atlegrhe wmtorn lUDuiia, 
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PART I.— CANTO I. 15 

Which always must be carryM on. 

And still be doing, never done : 

As if reli^on were intended 205 

For nothing else but to be mended. 

A sect whose chief devotion lies 

In odd perverse antipathies ; 

In falling out with that or this, 

And fin£n^ somewhat still amisi : SIO 

More peevish, cross, and splenetidc, 

Than dog distract, or monkey sick ; 

That wiu more care keep holy-day 

The wronff, than others the right way : 

Compound for sins they are imdinM to, 215 

By damning those they have no mind to : 

Still so perverse and opposite. 

As if they worshipped God for spite. 

The self-same thing they will abhor 

One way, and long another for. 2S0 

Free-will they one way disavow ; 

Another, notning else allow. 

An piety consists therein 

In them, in ot:>er men all sin. 

Rather than fail, they will decry 225 

That which they love most tenderly ; 

Quarrel with minced pies, and disparage 

Their best and dearest friend, plam-poxridge : 

Fat piff and goose itself oppose, 

And buMpheme custard thro' the now. 230 

Th' apostles of this fierce religion, 

Like Mahomet's, were ass and widgeoo ; 

To whom our Knight, by fast instinct 

Of wit and temper, was so linkt, 

Ae if hypocrisy and nonsense S35 

Had got th'«avow8on of his conscience. 

Thus was he eifled and aocouter'd. 
We mean on th^inside not the outward; 
That next of all we shall discuss : 
Then listen. Sirs, it follows thus: 240 

838. Mahomet had a tame dove that used to pick seedt 
OBtof his ear, that it might be thou^t to whisper and 
lesiJim him. His an was so intimate with hhn, that 
tte Mabomeuns hdieved it carried him to heaven, and 
nagpi tbsra with him to tains him hiAkifitau 



16 HUDIBRAS. ^ 

His tawny beard was th' equal grace 

Both of his wisdom and his face ; 

In cut and dye so hke a tile, 

A sudden view it would beguile : 

The upper part thereof was whey ; i 

The nether, orange mixM with gray. 

This hairy meteor did denounce 

The fall of sceptres and of crowns ; 

With grisly type did represent 

Declining age of government ; i 

And tell wiu hieroglyphick spade, 

Its own grave and the staters were made. 

Lake Samson^s heart-breakers, it grew 

In time to make a nation rue ; 

Tho' it contributed its own fall, ! 

To wait upon the publick downfall : 

It was monastick, and did grow 

In holy orders by strict vow ; 

Of rule as sullen and severe 

As that of rifid Cordelier. i 

'Twas bound to suffer persecution 

And martyrdom with resolution ; 

T* oppose itself against the hate 

And vengeance of th' incensed state ; 

In whose defiance it was worn, ! 

Still ready to be pulPd and torn ; 

With red-hot irons to be torturM ; 

Reviled, and spit upon, and martyrM. 

Maugre all which, Hwas to stand fast, 

As long as monarchy should last ; * 

Hut when the state should hap to reel, 

'Twas to submit to fatal steel. 

And fall, as it was consecrate, 

A sacrifice to fall of state ; 

Whose thread of life the fatal sisters ! 

Did twist together with its whiskers. 

And twine so close, that Time should nevei 

In life or death, their fortunes sever : 

But with his rusty sickle mow 

Both down together at a blow. ! 

357* He made a vow never to cut his beard until 
Parliament had lubdued the king . of which orde 
fanatic votarica there were many in Uiom times. 



PART L— CANTO I. 17 

raliacotiofl firom 
f part of porter*! bum 
aental noMfl, which 
M long as parent breech ; SGS 

le date of nock was out, 
the sympathetic snout, 
or rather burthen, shew'd 
[>'d with its own load : 
as bore his sire 

ottldiers thro' the fire, 990 

did bear no less a pack 
3Uttocks on his back ; 
had ahnost got the upper- 
head, for want of crupper. 
8 equally, he bore 995 

'the same bulk before ; 
tie bad a K>ecial care 
U crammed with thrifty fare ; 
»t, butter-milk, and curds, 
>untry-hou8e affords ; 300 

nttle, which anon 
ihall dilate upon, 

iciiM wu an Italfsn iiugeoii, that fbiuid 
vpair lost sod d«c«yed doms. , 

odiu waa diiet aurgeon to the great duke 
nd wrote a treatise, De Curna Memliris, 
caiet to his great master ; whereiD be not 
iie nodela of hia wonderful operattons ia 
It membera, but givee you cute of the very 
id ligaturea he made use of therein ; tnm 
hor (cum poetica licentia) has taken his 

I was the son of Anchiees and Yenus ; a 
Iter long travels, came to Italy, and after 
is father-ill law, Latinua, waa made Uag 
id reigned three yeara. Hia stonr Is too X 
lere, and therefore I refer you to Yiiill*s 
>y being laid in aahea,be took Ma agedfli* 
upon Ills Imck, and rescued hisi mm his 
I being too aolicitoua for his son and house- 
lost hia wife Creuaa ; which Mr. DrydeOt 
It tranalation, thna ezpreaaeth : 
f dear father (^tia no time to wait,) 
my ahouldera with a willing freight 
' befala, your life shall be mv care ; 
I, or one deliverance, we wUliibasa« 
sbaJI lead our little son ; anAfwa^ 
UooBiort, shall oui tt«v^v>x«9A» 



18 HCIDIBRA& 



WlwB of his lioae w« oame to tiwt, 
The cnpboud where he kept his meat. 

Hk ^GNiblet WW of sturdy bofi; I 

And thoQfffa not sword, yet cudgel proof; 
Wharebyntwas fitter for his use. 
Who lcwr*d no Uows« bat such as bruise. 

Kb breeches were of nigged wooUen, 
And had been at the siege of BuUen ; f 

To old kmg Harry so well known, 
Some writers hdd they were his own. 
Thro* they were lin'd with many a piece 
Of ammunition bread and cheese. 
And fat black-puddings, proper food l 

For warriors that delist in blood. 
For, as we said, be always chose 
To carry vittle in his hose. 
That often tempted rats and mice 
The ammunition to surprise : i 

And when he put a hand but in 
The one or t' other magazine. 
They stoutly in defence on't stood. 
And from the wounded foe drew blood ; 
And till th' were stormed and beaten out, 2 
Ne^er left the fortity'd redoubt. 
And tho' knights-errant, as some think. 
Of old did neither eat nor drink. 
Because, when thorough deserts vast. 
And regions desolate, tbey past, l 

Where helly-timber above ground. 
Or under, was not to be found, 
Unless tbey grazM, there^s not one word 
Of their provision on record ; 
Which made some confidently write, { 

They had no stomachs, but to fight. 
'Tis false ; for Arthur wore in hall 
Round table like a farthinffal. 
On which, with shirt pull u out behind, 
And eke before, his good knights din'd. 3 

337. Who this Arthur win, and whether anys 

reigned in Britain, has been doubted heretofore, am 

hf some to this very day However, the histiwy oft 

wiikli makes him one of the nine worthies of the w<0 

dgsmiltf9ct§aSeUiafyt the poettobeplMstnt «pi 
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;wa8 no table, some suppofle, 
^ pair of round trunk nose ; 
tie carryM as much meat 

all the kn^hts could eat, 344 

ring bj their swords and tmncheons, 
: their breakfasts, or their nuncheons. 
&t pass at present, lest 
i forf et where we digrest, 
i auuiors use, to whom 
it, and to th' purpose come. 350 

isant sword unto his side, 
jidaunted heart, was ty^d ; 
:et-hilt, that would hold broth, 

for fight and dinner both, 
elted lead for bullets, 355 

it foes, and sometimes pullets, 
he bore so fell a grutch, 
;ave quarter t^ any such, 
tiant blade, Toledo trusty, 
of fighting, was grown rusty, 360 
ito itself, for lack 
>dy to hew and hack, 
ful scabbard where it dwelt 
•ur of its edge had felt ; 

lower end two handful 365 

oured, 'twas so manful ; 

ich scom'd to lurk in case, 

rst not shew its face. 

lesperate attempts, 

ts, exigents, contempts, 370 

•earM with courage bolder 

leant Bum invading shoulder. 

ta'en possession, 

lers too, or made them run. 

ord a dagger had t' his page, 375 

but little for his age ; 

fore waited on him so, 

upon knights-errant do. 

capital city of New Castile, in Spain, wltb 
loprlc and primacy It was very famous, 
Mf things, for tempering the beitl iskft\»\ tn>\ 
HnuKUB was, and penp^s vki9 ^ «X&. 
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It WM a ferviceable dadgeon. 
Either for fishtiiig or for dradging. 
When it had stabS^d, or broke a head, 
It would Bcrape trencherB, or chip bread { 
Toast cheeee or bacon ; tho^ it wen 
To bait a moose-trap, twould not care. 
Twould make clean shoes ; and in the earth 
Set leeks and onions, and so forth. 
It had been 'prentice to a brewer. 
Where this and more it did endure ; 
Bat left the trade, tm many more, 
Have lately done on the same score. 

In th* holsters, at his saddle-bow, 
Two aged pistols he did stow, 
Among the surplus of such meat 
As in his hose he could not ^et. 
These would inveigle rats with th' soent, 
To forage when the cocks were bent : 
And sometimes catch *em with a snap 
As cleverly as th' ablest trap. 
They were upon hard duty still. 
And ey'ry night stood sentinel. 
To guard the magazine i' the hose 
From two-legg'd and from four-legff'd foeii 

Thus dad and fortify'd. Sir Knight 
From peaceftd home set forth to fight. 
Bat Brit with nimble, active force t 

He ffot on th' ontside of his horse ; 
For navinff but one stirrup ty'd 
T* his saddle, on the farther side. 
It was so short h' had much ado 
To reach it with his despVate toe : * 

But after many strains and heaves, 
He got up to tne saddle-eaves, 
From whsnoe he vaulted into th' seat, 
With so much vigour, strength, and heat, 
That he had almost tamUed over i 

With his own weight, but did recover, 
By laying hold on tail and mane, 
Whidi oft he os'd faistead of rein. 

999. Olfver Onmwnm aa«4tolsMl Mis hai'^i 
bothbrm 
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. now we talk of mountain steed, 
) we farther do proceed, 430 

b behove vm to my eomething 
it which bore our valiant bunmlda. 
east was aturdy, large, and tajl« 
mouth of meaU and eyea of wall. 
Id say eye ; for h' had but one, 495 

let agree ; tbo' some say none. 
18 well itay'd; and in me gait 
v'd a grave majestic state. ^ 
ir or switch no more he akept, 
nded pace than Spaniard wnipt ; 430 
et so neiy he would bound 
le griev'd to touch the ground : 
C^Bsar's hoiBo, who as Sida goef 
oms upon his feet and toes, 
lot by half so tender hooft, 435 

od upon the ground so aaSL 
B that beast would kneel and stoop 
write) to take his rider up, 
idibras his ('tis well known) 
I often do to set him down. 440 

all not need to say what laSk 
tfaer was upon his hack ; 
at was hidden under pad, 
neech of Knight, gall'd fiill ae bad. 
utting ribs on bolh sides shew'd 44S 
arroughs he himself had plowed ; 
idemeath the skirt of pannd, 
; ev'ry two there was a channel,^ 
igl^ng tail hung in the dirt, 
on his rider he would flirt, 450 

I his tender side he priek'd, 
trm'd heel, or with unann'd, kkk'd ; 
idibras wore but one spur; 
ely knowing, could he stir 
ive trot one nde of 's horse, 455 

her would not hang an arN. 
aiie he had, whose name was Ralph, 
1 th* adventure went his half: 

nliss Cmst had a hone with fast like aman's. 
IT sqoo ins^i ; pedtbos props hmnaait, «t in 
ftgUbromungiiUtflMf^ tasltlEal^viB^^til. 
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Thouffh writers, for more ttately tune, 

Do cul him Ralpho ; 'tis all one; 460 

And when we can with metre safe. 

Well ctJUL him so ; if not, plain Ralph. 

vFor rhyme the rudder is of verses. 

With which like ships they steer their counee.) 

An equid stock of wit and valour 465 

He had laid in ; bj birth a tailor. 

The mighty Tynan queen that gain'd 

With subtle^slireds a tract of land. 

Did leave it 'with a castle fair 

To his ^rreat ancestor, her heir. 470 

From him descended croaa-\egs*d knights, 

Fam*d for their &ith, and waruke fights 

Against the bloody cannibal, 

Wnom they destroy'd both great and small. 

This sturdy Squire he had, as well 475 

As the bold Trojan knight, seen Hell ; 

Not with a counterfeited pass 

Of golden bough, but true gold-lace. 

His knowledge was not far behind 

The Knights, but of another kind, 480 

And he another way came by't : 

Some call it Gifts, and some New-Light ; 

A liberal art that costs no pains 

Of study, industry, or brains. 

His wit was sent him for a token, 485 

But in the carriage crack'd and broken. 

Like commendation nine-pence crook'd, 

With — To and from my love — It lookM. 

He ne'er considerM it, as loth 

To look a gifl-horse in the mouth ; 490 

And very wisely would lay forth 

No more upon it than ^twas worth. 

But as he got it freely, so 

He spent it frank ancl freely too. 

467. Dido, queen of Cartbage, who boagbt as much 
land aa she could compaa with an ox's hidie, which aha 
cut JntoamaU thbngs, and cheated the ownerof ao much 
ground am Merved her to build Carthage u^ti. 
476, JBneaa, whom Vlrf^l repotta to uae % |iE^^t 
fo"-** for m ptum to hell ; and talVoia caW VhiX \>\*ft*\i» 
»»'^«rs ibey put nil they steal. 
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ints themselves will sometimes be, 495 

s that cost them notbiog, free. 

ans of this, with hem and cough, 

eers to enlightenM stuff, 

3d deep mysteries unriddle 

ilj as thread a needle. 500 

<H vagabonds we say, 

tiey are ne'er beside the way ; 

'er men sfieak by this New laght, 

ey are sure to be i* th' right. 

lark-lantemof the spirit, 505 

none see by but those that bear it : 

; that falls down from on high, 

ritual trades to cozen by : 

is fatuus, that bewitches 

ads men into pools and ditches, 510 

ke them dip themselves, and sound 

tristendom in dirty pond ; 

e like wild-fowl for salvation, 

ih to catch regeneration. 

jrht inspires and plays upon 515 

ise of saint like bag-pipe drone, 

eaks through hollow empty soul, 

lugh a trunK or whispering hole, 

mguage as no mortal ear 

iriral eaves-droppers can hear : 590 

Bbus, or some mendly muse, 

lall poets' song infuse, 

they at second-hand rehearse, 

"eed or bag-pipe, verse for verse. 

8 Ralph became infallible 525 

fe or four-legg'd oracle, 

ident cup, or modem chair ; 

truth point-blank, tho' unaware, 

mystic learning, wondrous able 

;ic Talisman and Cabal, 530 

lead the great G<>ographical Dictionary under 
rd. 

Talisman ii a device to destroy any sort of ver- 
caating ttieir images in metal, in a precise mi- 
ton the start an^ perfectly inclined lo do \3Miai 
liBcbief tbey can This has been expet\«uc«d. 
modem virtuo^ upon rats, mice. aikdfLc»a,«>»A. 
tbey mOnD) to produce the effecl wVVki iiiiGDAr 



dLaUytnterpnta cabal, out of tti% laaWic^^ 
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IVhofe prinutm traditign retefaM 

As fu as Adun'b fint green breMlwt: 

Deep sighted in intelli^Micee, 

IdeSfS, atoms, influences ; 

And much of terra incognita, 

TV intelligible world, coold smy : 

A deep occult Philosopher, 

As leamM as the wild Irish are. 

Or Sir Affri^pa ; for profoond 

And solid lyin^ much renown'd. 

He Anthromophue and Flood, 

And Jaoob jBehmen understood : 

Knew many an asDulet and charoi. 

That would do neither ffood nu harm : 

In Rosy-crucian lore as learned. 

As he that Vere adeptus earned. 

He understood the speech of hirds 

As well as they themselves do worde; 

Could teU what subtlest parrots mean, 

That speak and think contrary clean : 

sigaify Scientia ■sperabandBiM ; urtiieh his eoanai 

taunr, Corneliiu AfrimMt, by ovtar-mBgaifyiogt 1ms 

derad a very iiiMrfliiovt foppery. 

53S. The author o( Magia Ademica eadeavou 
prove the learning of the ancient Mac! to be derived 
that knowledge whieh Ood biauttf tavgbt Ada 
Faiadke before the fall 

535. The inteUigible world h a kind of Tan 
FaegD. or PsittacMmm Re|do, dee. discovered on 
the philoeophen, of which they tidk ttke pairocs, * 
they do not undentand. 

588. No nation in the world is moie addicted M 
oecnlt philosophy than the wild Irish are, as appea 
the whole practice of their lives ; of which see Cai 
io his description of Ireland. 

539. Th^ who wonM know mmre of Sir Con 
Aerii^a, here meant, may eontah t.ieOraat Disiim 

541. Antfaroposophus ia only a compound Qntk v 
which si^ifles a man that is wise in the knowMI 
men, as u used by some anonymous author to eoi 
his aroe name- 

Dr. Flood was a sort of an Bnglish Rosy*crai 
whose works are extsnt, aad as intelligible as thei 
JaedbBehsMn. 

918. The fraternity of the Rosy-cnieiaos is vesy 
the seat of the aaetentOBosdci, who called theMM 
so from the.ezeailent iaaming tb^ pretendsd to\ 
thoi^ diey wete the MMBt ridleakms soiB of BMal 

Farvs^lepiiif JsoosthathMcoiDmfaetdiA IM 
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ber His of whom they talk, 
cry Rope, and Walk, knave, walk, 
t numbers out of matter, 
Mm in a glass, like water ; 
1 pow'r to make men wise ; 555 
: in blear thick-sighted eyes, 
ie them see in darkest night, 
iio' purblind in the light. 
Jiese (as he profess'd) 
it Matter seen undress'd : 560 

' naked all alone, 
rag of form was on. 
too he had descry'd, 
lite thro\ or else he ly'd : 
pasteboard which men shew 565 
at fair of Bartholomew ; 
t grandsire, first o' th^ name, 
A and Reformation came ; 
-germans, atad right able 
ind draw in the rabble. 570 

ation was, some say, 
^r house to Puppet-play, 
retel whatsoever was 
Bnce to come to pass ; 
great men, alterations, 575 

ttles, inundations, 
hout th' edipse o* th* sun, 
comet, he hath done, 
iffht; a way as good, 
• be understood ; 580 

are lucky hit than those 
make the stars depose, 
s o'th' post, and falsely charge 
lelves wnat others forge : 
ere consenting to 585 

'in the world men do: 
devil did tempt and sway 'em 
s, and then betray 'em. 
ch a planet^s house to know 
and robb'd a house below : 590 
mus, and the Moon, 
thimble or a spoon; 
C 
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And tho* tbty nothtn^ wiU eoofew, 

Tatlqr Aar wery looks cm ffuass, 

And tell what ffoOt J aspect bodM, 595 

Who stole, aoa who reoeiTM the goods. 

TSmjII question Mais, snd by his look* 

Detect who Hwas that nimmM a doke ; 

Bfake Mennuy ooniess, and 'peach 

Those thieves which he himself did teach. 600 

They'll find i' th' physiognomies 

O^ In' planets, all men's destinies ; 

Like him that took the doctor's bill« 

And swallow'd it instead o' th' pill : 

Cast the nativi^ o' th' question, 605 

And firom positions to be guess'd on. 

As sure ss if they knew the moment 

Of natiye's birth teU what will come on't 

They'll feel the pulses of the stars, 

To nnd out agues, coughs, catarrhs ; 610 

And tell what crisis does divine 

The rot in sheep, or mange in swine : 

In men, what ffives or cures the itch ; 

What makes them cuckolds, poor or rich ; 

What gains or loses, hangs or saves ; 615 

What makes men great, what fools or knaves. 

Bat not what wise ; for only of those 

The stars (they say) cannot dispose. 

No more than can the astrologians; 

There they say right, and like true Trojans. 690 

This Ralpho knew, and therefore took 

The other course, of which we spoke. 

Thus was th' accomplish'd Squire enduM 
With gifts and knowledge perlous shrewd. 
Never did trusty Squire with Knight, 625 

Or Knight with Squire, e'er jump more right. 
ThMr arms and equipage did fit. 
As well as virtues, parts, and wit 
Their valours too were of a rate ; 
And out they sally'd at the sate. 530 

Few miles on horseback had they jogsed. 
But Fortune unto them tum'd dogged ; 
For they a sad adventure met, 
Of which anon wo mean to treat ; 
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e ;ve Yttttture to unfold €35 

reiiMDts JO lesolv'd and bold, 

.ould, u learned poets nse, 

9 the lyriatiinoe of gome mine : 

rer, critioi count it sillier 

|QMlen .talking to fiuniliar. 640 

inr His no great matter whidi ; 

re all alike ; yet we shall pitdi 

B that fits our purpose most, 

I therefore thus do we accost : 

to that with ale, or viler liquors, 645 

inqiive Withers, Ptyn, and Vickars, 

noe.lhflm, tho* it was in spite 

ore and their stars, to write ; 

MM yiB'Gndm sullen writs, 

rosB-grain'd works of modem wits, 650 

ranitj, opinion, want, 

onder of the ignorant, 

raises of the author, penned 

self, or wit-ensuring &iend ; 

di of .picture in the front, 655 

Mvs and wicked rhyme uponH ; 

It Is left o* th' forkediiiU, 

kejnen scribble withoutskill ; 

ma^ a poet spite of fate, 

Nusfa all people to translate, 660 

at .of languages in which 

mdentand no part of speech ; 

fUt but this onoe, I ^mplore, 

shall trouble thee no more. 

^ealam clime there is a town, 665 

isB that dwell therein well known ; 

bie there needs no more be said here ; 

ito them refer our reader ; 

Bvity is very good, 

w* are, or are not, understood. 670 

stown people did repair, 

f^ of market, or of fair, 

rUs Vickan was a man of as nreat iBteratt and 
ly in the late Reforination as Pryn or Witberi« 
iUe a poet. He tmnslated Virgil's iEneids into 
bie traTesty In earnest, as the French Searoon 
nrlcique, and was only oatdone in bis way by 
tte autbor of Oceana. 
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And to crackM fiddle, and hone tabor, 

In merriment did drudge and labour. 

But now a sport more formidable 

Had rakM together village rabble ; 

'Twas an old way of recreating. 

Which learned butchers call bMtr-baiting : 

A bold adventurous exercise, 

With ancient heroes in high prize : 

For authors do affirm it came 

From Isthmean or Nemean game : 

Others derive it from the bear 

That's fizM in northern hemisphere. 

And round about the pole does make 

A circle like a bear at stake. 

That at the chain's end wheels about, 

And overturns the rabble-rout. 

For after solemn proclamation. 

In the bear's name (as is the fashion, 

According to the law of arms. 

To keep men from inglorious harms,) 

That none presume to come so near 

As forty foot of stake of bear. 

If any yet be so fool-hardy, 

T' expose themselves to vain jeopardy 

If they come wounded off, and lame. 

No honour's got by such a maim ; 

Altho' the bear gain much, b'ing bound 

In honour to m&e good his ground. 

When he's engaged, and takes no notice, 

If any press upon him, who 'tis; 

But lets them know, at their own cost, 

That he intends to keep his post. 

This to prevent, and other harms. 

Which always wait on feats of arms 

(For in the hurry of a fray 

'Tis hard to keep out of harms way,) 

Thither the Knight his course did steer. 

To keep the peace 'twixt dog and bear ; 

As he believ'd he was bound to do 

In conscience, and commission too ; 
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refore thus bespoke the Squire : 
at are wisely mounted higher 
notables in curule wit, 715 

1 tribunal bench we sit, 
culators should foresee, 
laros of authority, 
id mischiefs farther than 
tletarian tythinjf-men : 720 

"efore being in^rm'd by bruit, 
r and bear are to dispute ; 
: late men fighting name, 
they ofYen prove the same 
)re the first does hap to be, 725 

does coincidere ;) 
n in nobis, have thought good, 
th^ expense of Christian blood, 
if we by mediation 

' and accommodation, 730 

the quarrel, and compose 
dy duel without blows. 
>ur liberties, our lives, 
I, religion, and our wives, 
at once to lie at stake 735 

nant and the Cause 'h sake ? 
at quarrel dogs and bears, 
18 we, must venture theirs f. 
i, by Jesuits invented, 
onnsol is fomented ; 740 

\ Machiaveiian plot 
9ry nare olfact it not,) 
esiffn in't, to divide 
-arocted tliat confide, 
g brother against brother, 745 

and curry one another, 
not enemies, plus satis, 
le et angue pejus, hate us? 

is speech issiit down as it was delivered by the 
bis own words ; but since it ia below the 
heroical poetry to admit of humour, but all 
Miged to speak wisely alike, and too much of 
gant a folly would become tedious and im- 
the rest of his harangues have onlv his sense 
in other words, unless \n some wm \X«kmk 
own words eouid noi^ tair«!liV vicMitOL. 



30 HUDIBRAS. 

And shall we tarn our hngB tnd d&wi 

Upon our own selves, without c«UM ? 7 

That some occult design doth lie 

In bloody cynarctomachy. 

Is plain enough to him that knows 

How saints lead brothiars by the note. 

I wish myself a pseudo-prophet, 9 

Bui sure some mischief will come of il ; 

Unless by providential wit. 

Or force, we averruncate it. 

For what design, what interest, 

Can beast have to encounter beast? 7 

They fi^ht for no espoused cause, 

Frail privilege, ftmdamental laws, 

Nor for a thorough reformation. 

For covenant, nor protestation. 

Nor liberty of consciences, 7 

Nor Lords and Commons* ordinances; 

Nor for the church, nor for church^aniU^ 

To get them in their own no-hands ; 

Nor evil counsellors to bring 

To justice that seduce the king ; 7 

N6r for the worship of us men. 

Though we have done as much for tlieni. 

Th' Efinrptians worshipped dogs, and for 

Their faith tinade internecine war. 

Others adorM a i^t, and some 7 

Foi* that church sufferM martyrdom. 

The Indians fought for the truth 

Of th* elephant and monkey's tooth, 

753. Cjnarctomaclqr signiflefl notbing in the WQ 
but a fight between dogs and bean : tboiU[h bolh'l 
Icampri nnd ignorant agree thai In sndi words Y&rj A 
k iiowifidge in contained : and our Knigbt, as 006, ot n 
ui' ilMMe, waa of the same opinion. 

7o8. Another of the same Icind. which, thoo^ it i 

K'ar ever co learned and profound, m^ani A0tnu|f • 
It the weeding of com 

778. The History of the White Ktephnt sAd 1 
Monkey** Tooth, which the Indiana adcmd, is wM 
by Mora, le Blanc. Thia nionkey*a tooth wai tsfesv 
llie Ptntiiguese from those that worAlppsd It; s 
thoQuh they oflisred a vast ransom for it, yet the OHi 
timoM were penuaded by their prtesti rather to bom 
But as aoon at the fire waa k\nd\ed, a!t\ the ipnoito t*^ 
werfnot able to endure the hoTT\b\e«l\iiViXVvBXCMX 
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nany, to defend that fiuth, 

tit it out, mordictM, to deatik 780 

o beast ever was so sUsHbt, 

lan, as for his God, to^^t 

have more wit, alas ! ami koMT 

tselves and as better than so. 

re; in^ only do infuse T8S 

age in ttiem like Boute^feiis ; 

or ezaniplelliait instils 

im th' infection of our ills. 

J some late philosophers 

well observed, beasts that ca tK na m 790 

man take after him, sa hogs 

igs all th' year, and bitches dogs.- 

o, by our example cattle 

. to ^ve one another batHe. 

lad m Nero\i time the heathaftv M 

. thev destn^'d the Christian bt^damkt 

sw them in fne skins of bears, 

hen set dOgs about their ears : 

thence, no doubt, th' invention oiBM 

s lewd antichristian mne. MB 

this, quoth Ralpho, verily 

oint seems veiy plsin to me. 

n antichristian game, 

rfhl both in thing and name. 

for the name : rae word bear-baiting 806 

sal, and of man's erecting : 

trtainfy there's no such word 

the Scripture on record ; 

foore unlawful, and a nn: 

is (secondly) the thing. 810 

1 assembly fn, that can 

ire be provM by Scripture thai 

icial, dassic, national ; 

human creature-cobwebs all. 

ly, it is idcrfatrous ; 815 

hen men run a whoring tfaM 

Uitb ■eamea lue to oompoee tbat Uttd Of grana- 
tcb Uief can Btinkards. 

BoQte-feus is a Frtnch word, and tlMrafcne h 
ineivil to luppoM any Englitb peiaoa (eapsaallf 
iQr) llfDorant of it, or ao Ul-bied istA iMA.«SL«k> 
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With their inventions, whatsoe'er 
The thing be, whether dog or bear, 
It is idolatrous and pagan. 
No less than worshipping of Dagon. 

Quoth Hudibras, I smell a rat : 
Ralpho, thou dost prevaricate ; 
For though the thesis which thou lay's! 
Be true ad amussim, as thou say^st 
(For that bear-hating should appear 
Jure divino lawfuller 
Than synods are, thou dost deny, 
Totidem verbis ; so do I ;) 
Yet there's a fallacy in this ^ 
For if by sly homcsosis, 
Tussis pro crepitu, an art 
Under a cough to slur a f — t, 
Thou wouldst sophistically imply 
Both are unlawful, I deny. 

And [ (quoth Ralpho) do not doubt 
But bear-baiting may be made out» 
In gospel-times, as lawful as is 
Provincial or parochial classis ; 
And that both are so near of kin. 
And like in all, as well as sin, 
That put them in a bag and shake 'em. 
Yourself o' th' sudden would mistake 'em, 
And not know which is which, unless 
You measure by their wickedness : 
For 'tis not hard t^ imagine whether 
O' th* two is worst ; tho' I name neither. 

Quoth Hudibras, Thou offer'st much. 
But art not able to keep touch, 
Mira de lente, as 'tis i' th' adage. 
Id est to make a leek a cabbage ; 
Thou wilt at best but suck a buU, 
Or shear swine, all cry and no wool ; 
For what can synods have at all 
With bear that's analogical? 
Or what relation has debating 
Of church-affairs with bear-baitilig .^ 
A Juit comparison still is 
Or things ejusdem generis ; 
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I what genius rightly doth 
nd comprehend them both ? 860 

, both of us may 
pass for bears as they ; 
re animals no less, 
different specieses. 

)ho, this is no fit place 865 

to argue out the case : 
the field is not far off, 
e must give the world a proof 
not words, and such as suit 
nanner of dispute ; 870 

verey that affords 
or arguments, not words ; 
e must manage at a rate 
188 and conduct adequate 
our place and fame doth promise, 875 
he godly expect firom us. 
they be deceivM, unless 
irr'd and outed by success ; 
the mark no mortal wit, 
. hand, caiv always hit : 880 

soever we perpetrate, 
it row, we're steer'd by Fate, 
I success ofL disinherits, 
ous causes, noblest merits, 
tions are not always true sons 885 
and mighty resolutions ; 
le boldest attempts bring forth 
ill equal to their worth ; 
itimes fail, and in their stead 
ind cowardice succeed. 890 

ave no great cause to doubt ; 
ms still nave borne us out ; 
ho' they're known to be so ample, 
not copy from example, 
•t the only persons durst 895 

this province, nor the fixBt. 
m chme a valrous knight 
om kill his bear in fight, 
ind a fiddler ; we have both 
the objects of our wroth, 900 

ca 
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And equl fkme tad glory from 
Th' altempt or victory to eoms. 
Til nutg, there ii a voliiuit MamalulM 

Id foreign land, ; clep'd 

To wham wo liave been aft compu-'d MS 

For parwin, parls. oddrBn, uid beud ; 

Both equally reputed stouU 

And in the nioe cause both haTe fought ; 

He otl in lucli aliempt* an Uien 

Came off with glery and Eucceas; SIO 

Nor will we fail in tli' execution. 

For want of equal resolution. 

Hanoui ia like a widuw, won 

With brisk attempt and putting on ; 

With ent'rmg manfully, and urging ; 915 

Not slow approBCIiBe, like a virgin. 

Tia nid. aa eret the Phrygian knight. 
So ours with rusty sleel did imile 

MS. HamaMlieiBlhenanieartb«mmiiaoriheiul- 
nntof Earpt. ItMiiilflMlaHnanlocnldlcr. Tbcji 
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His Trojan horse, and just as much 

He mended pace upon the touch ; 930 

But from his empty stomach groanM 

Just as that hollow beai^t did sound, 

And angry answered from behind, 

With brandished tail and blast of wind. 

So have I seen with armed heel. 925 

A wight bestride a common-weal ; 

While still the more he kicked and spurrM 

The less the sullen jade had stirr'd. 



CANTO n. 

The catalofue and character 
Of th* enemies' bes'r men of war; 
Whom, in a bold barangijH. the Knight 
Defies, and chal:er>pes to fight. 
H* encounters Tals[oI, routs the Bear, 
And takes the Fiddler primoner, 
Conveys him to enchanted castle ; 
There shuts him fast in wooden bastile. 

Thske was an ancient sage philosopher, 

That had read Alexander Ross over, 

And swore the world, as he could prove, 

Was made of fighting and of love : ^ 

Jiut so Romances are, for what else 5 

It in them all, but love and battles ? 

O' th' first of these we Ve no great matter 

To treat of, but a world o' th' latter ; 

In which to do the injured right 

We mean, in what concerns just fight. 10 

Certee oar authors are to biame. 

For to make some well-soimdmg name 

A pattern fit for modem knights 

To copy out in fi^ys and fights ; 

LUce tnoee that a whole street do raze 15 

To build a palace in the place. 

They never care how many others 

They kill, without regard of mothers, 

Or wives, or children, so they can 

Make up some fierce^ dead-doing nuun, 20 

Composed of many ingredient valourai 

Jnct Wf» ^ monhooa of nine UJiVQift^ 
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So k wild Tartar, when he ipiea 
A man that's buidsome, valiant, win, 
Vhe can kill him, thinks t' inherit 31 

His wit, hlB beautj. and hig apirit ; 
Al if just lo mach he enjoy'd 
Al in another is deatroy d. 
For when a giant's slain in (i^ht. 
And maw'd o'erthwart, or daft downri^t, 31 
It ia a heavy case no doubt, 
A man Bhoiild have liia brains beat out 
Because he's tall, and hoe large bonea ; 
As men kill beavers for their Bton«a, 
,Bilt as for our part, we shall tell 1' 

The naked trutli at what befel ; 
And as an eqiial Triend to both 
The Kni^hl and Bear, but more to troth, 
yVilh neither faction shall take part, 
But give to each bis due desert ; K 

And never coin a formal lie on't. 
To make the Kniiriit o'ercame the giant. 
This b'ing profoBt, we'te hopes enough. 
And uow go an where we Im( off. 

Thoy rode ■ but authors having not 41 

Detennin'd whether pace or trot 
(That is to say, whether tullutation. 

We leave it, and go on. as now 

Sappoae they did. no matter bow ; 9 

Tet Kune from subtle hints have got 

Mysterious light, it was a trot : 

But let that pass : they now begun 

To spur thwr living engines on. 

For as whippd lops, and bandy'd balls, & 

The learned bold, are animals; 

Mere engines made by geometry, 

And were invented fint from engines. 

As Indian Britons were from Pengumi. fl 

fi^ amMiniE and traltiriE, U^ouRb I bpllAve bntk w 
naturaJ amnnfBi ihenlri Romani; iliice I nflvrrrea 
Ibn made use iir the iramnu:! or aiiroUnr art, lofM 

ee. 7'A«iti)encanIndlaiucanapeaiUi&<l'>1\ 



PART I— CANTO IL 37 

lem be : and, as I was saying, 

eir live engines ply'd, not staying 

)y reach'd the fatal champaign, 

h' enemy did then encamp on ; 

t Pharealian plain, where battle 65 

ye wag'd 'twixt puissant cattle 

ce auxiliary men, 

ne to aid tneir brethren, 

w began to take the field, 

ht from ridge of steed beheld. 70 

ur modem wits behold, 

1 a pick-back on the old, 

rther off, much farther he, 

Q his aged beast could see ; 

sufficient to descry 75 

ires of the enemy ; 

•re he bids the Squire ride farther, 

ve their numbera, and their order ; 

ten their motions he had known, 

it know how to fit his own. 80 

lile he stoppM his willing steed, 

mself for martial deed. 

ids of metal he prepared, 

> give blows or to ward : 

and steel, both of great force, 85 

for better or for worse. 
h-charg*d pistols he did fit well« 
)Ut from life-preserving vittle. 
nng primM, with force he labourM 
's sword from retentive scabbard ; 90 
er many a painful pluck, 
sty durance he baif'd tuck, 
ook himself, to see that prowess 
ard of his arms sat loose : 
sM upon his desp'rate foot, 95 

ip-side, he gaz'd about, 

lite head, a penguin ; which signifies Uw same 
le British tonsue : from whence (with otlier 
he same kind) some authors have endeavour- 
e, that the Amencans are originally derived 
Iritoiis. 

LTsalia is a city of Thes^^aly, famous for the 
I by Julius Cflesar against Pompey the GreoX^ 
{hbooring plains, in the QOTIt^iislx <A "ftfiRDit^ 
emf Laeao^s Phanaba. 
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Portendiof Mood, like blaaiiif star, 

The beacoo of approaching war. 

Ralpho rode on with no Imi speed 

Than Hugo in the foreat did ; 1< 

But far more in returning made ; 

For now the foe he had surveyed, 

Ruig'd as to him they did appear. 

With van, main battle, wings, and rear. 

I* th' head of all this warlike rabble 1( 

<^wdero march 'd, expert and able. 

Instead of trumpet and of drum. 

That makes the warrior's stomach come. 

Whose noise whets valour sharp, like beer 

By thunder tumM to vinegar, 1] 

(For if a trumpet sound, or drum beat. 

Who has not a month's mind to combat?) 

A squeaking engine he applyM 

Unto his neck, on north-east f>ide. 

Just where the hangman does dispose, 1] 

To special friends, the knot of noose : 

For 'tis great grace, when statesmen straight 

Dispatch a friend, let others wait. 

His warped ear hung o^er the strings. 

Which was but souse to chitterlings : IS 

For guts, some write, ere they are 8odden« 

Are fit for music, or for pudden ; 

From whence men borrow ev'ry kind 

Of minstrelsy by string or wind. 

His ffrisly beard was loojg and thick, IS 

With wmch he strung his fiddle-stick ; 

For he to horee-tail scomM to owe 

For what on his own chin did grow. 

Chiron, the foor-leffg'd bard, luid both 

A beard and tail oi his own growth ; 13 

And yet by authors 'tis averred. 

He made use only of his beard. 

1S9. Cfhiroii, a Centaur, »>n to Satom and Phill3ni 
living In the monnttuiM, where, being mach given I 
banting, be became very knowing in the vutnes < 
plants, and one of the most funous phjndcians of 111 
time. Ha imparted his skill to .faculapins, and was • 
terward Apollo's gDvernornntil being wounded by Itai 
ea/ea,Mad desiring to die, Jupiter placed bira in heaviil 
where be fynm Que sign of Sag^tiaitas oc Um Aichflr« 
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In Stafibrdshire, where virtuous worth 

Does raise the minstrelsy^ not birth ; 

Where bulls do choose the boldest long, 135 

And ruler, o'er the men of string, 

(At once in Persia, 'tis said. 

Kings were proclaUn'd by a horse that neigfa'd ;} 

He bravely venturing at a crown, 

By chance of war was beaten down, 140 

And wounded sore. His leg then Inoke, 

Had got a deputy of oak : 

For wnen a shin in fight is cropped. 

The knee with one or timber 's propped, 

Esteem'd more honourable than the other, 145 

And takes place, though the younger brother. 

Next maichM brave Orsin famous for 
Wise conduct, and success in war : 
A skilfnl leader, stout, severe. 
Now marshal to the champion bear. 150 

With trunchion, tipp'd with iron head, 
The warrior to the lists he led ; 
With solemn march and stately nace. 
But far more grave and solemn face ; 
Grave as the Emperor of Pegu, 155 

Or Spanish Potentate, Don Diego. 
This leader was of knowledge great* 
Either for charge or for retreat 
He knew when to fall on pell-mell ; 
To fall back and retreat as well. 160 

So lawyers, lost the bear defendant, 
And plaintiff dog, should make an end Qa\ 
Do stave and tau with writs of error. 
Reverse of judgment, and demurrer. 
To let tMom breathe a while, and then 165 
Cry whoop, and set them on agen. 
Aa Romulus a wolf did rear. 
So he was dry-nursM by a bear. 
That fed him with the purchased prey 
C^many a fierce and bloody fray ; 170 

U3. The whole history of this ancient eeremony you 
ttay read at lam in Dr. Plot's IfiBtory of fllsJhrdriilre, 
under the town Tutbuiy. . ^. 

196. Fii>rthehiitoryorFegu,rwdMuMltlnaiidOle- 

•rtus'i Travels. 
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Bred up where disciplme most rare is, 
In military Garden raris. 
For soldiers heretofore did grow 
In gardens just as weeds do now. 
Until some splay-foot politicians 175 

T' Apollo oner'd up petitions 
For hcensing a new invention 
They'd found out of an antique engine. 
To root out all the weeds that grow 
In public gardens at a blow, 180 

And leave th' herbs standing. Quoth Sir Sun, 
My friends, that is not to be done. 
Not done ! quoth statesmen ; ves, an't please ye, 
When it's once known, you^ say 'tis easy. 
Whv then let 's know it, quoth Apollo : 185 
We^ beat a drum, and theyll all follow. 
A drum ! (quoth Phoebus ;) troth, that's true ; 
A pretty invention, quaint and new. 
But thouffh of voice and instrument 
We are the undoubted president, 190 

We such loud music don't profess ; 
The devil's master of that office. 
Where it must pass ; if 't be a drum, 
Hell sign it with Cler. Pari. Oom. Com. 
To him apply yourselves, and he 195 

Will soon dispatch you for his fee. 
They did so ; but it prov'd so ill, 
Th' had better let 'em grow there still. 
But to resume what we discoursing 
Were on before, that is, stout Orsin : 200 

That which so oft, by sundry writers. 
Has been applied t' almost all fighters, 
More justly may b' ascrib''d to this 
Than any other warrior, (viz.) 
None ever acted both parts bolder, 205 

Both of a chieflain and a soldier. 
He was of great descent, and high 
For splendour and antiquity ; 
And from celestial origine 
Venv*d iuinself in a right Une : 910 

jys. Pmrta Garden, In SottthwadL, \wJk. \U xAWt 
irom tbt poaaetfot. 
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Not as the ancient heroes did, 

Who, that their base births mif ht be hid 

(Knowing they were of doubtuil gender, 

And that they came in at a windore,) 

Made Jupiter himself, and others 215 

O* th^ gods, gallants to their own mothers. 

To get on them a race of champions 

(Of which old Homer first made lampoons.) 

Arctophylax, in northern sphere, 

Was his undoubted ancestor : 320 

From him his great forefathers came, 

And in all ages bore his name. 

Learned he was in med c nal lore; 

For by his side a pouch he wore, 

Replete with strange hermetic powder, 225 

That wounds nine miles point-blank would sol- 

By skilful chemist, with great cost, [der, 

Extracted from a rotten post ; 

But of a heav'nlier influence 

Than that which mountebanks dispense : 5S30 

Though by Promethean fire made. 

As they do quack that drive that trade. 

For as when slovens do amiss 

At others* doors, by stool or piss. 

The learned write> a red-hot spit 235 

BHng prudently apply'd to it, 

331. Promethean fire. HromeUieuB wm the ton of 
lapetns, and l>rother of Atlao. concerning whom the 
poets have feigned, that having first rormed men of the 
•arUi and water, he stole fire from heaven to put life into 
them ; and that having chcrFby displeased Jupiter, he 
commanded Vulcan toUe him t<> Mount Caucasus with 
iron chains, and that a vulture should prey upon his 
liver continually : but the truth of the story to, that Pro- 
metheus was an astrologer, and constant in observinf 
die stars upon that mountain ; and that, among other 
things, he found the art of making fire, either by the 
meant of a flint, or by contra tmg the sun^beams in a 
^asB. Bocliart will have Magog, in the Scripture, to be 
the Prometheus of the Pagans 

He here and before sarcastically derides those who 

were great admirers of the sympathetic i^wdsr %.tA 

wesfwn aalve, which iverein great repute \ntiEMM^v«%, 

and much promoted by the great Sir K.»ne\m 1>\V)(1\ 

who wnne m treatiae ex professo on thai subiocV, w^ V 

9^if^ilwigbt what he wrote to be true, ^W«aa.i&»R* 

ass beta Mimott exploded om of Um wotVflL 
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Will convey mischief from tiie dmif 
Unto tbe part that did the wroogv 
So thia ma bealinj^ ; and as aure 
Aa that did miacfaief, this eoald cofe. 

"jThua viituoaa Grain waa endn'd 
With letrtAoig, conduct, fortitude, 
Incomparable : and as the prince 
Of ttoetB, Homer, sung lonf since, 
A uilfiil leech ia better far 
'Than half an hmidred men of war, 
So he appearM ; and by his skill, 
No less tnan dint of sword, could kiU. 

The fifallant Bruin maa^*d next him. 
With visage formidably grim, 
And ruffged as a Saracen, 
Or Tm of Mabomet's own kin ; 
Clfkd in a mantle della guerre 
Of rough impenetrable nu* ; 
And in his nose, like Indian king, 
tie wore, for ornament, a rhsg ; 
About his neck a threefold gorget, 
As rough as trebled leathern target ; 
Armed, as heralds, cant, and langued ; 
Or, as the vulvar say, sharp-fangsd. 
For as the teeui in beasts of prey 
Are swords, with which they fight in firay ; 
So swor^js, in men of war, are teeth. 
Which they do eat their vittle with. 
He was by birth, some authors write, 
A Russian ; some, a Muscovite ; 
And 'mong the Cossacks had been bred, 
Of whom we in diumals read. 
That seiVe to fill up pages here, 
Aa with their bodies ditches there. 
Scrimansky was his cousin-german, 
With whom hd serv'd, and &d on vermin 9 
And when these fkiPd, heM suck his clawii 
And quarter himself upon his paws; 

S8T. (Mieseks are a pMnple that lire near Poll 
This name was given tbeis tor their extraordh 
jiimbteBese ; fbr eosa. or koea, In the Polish tongue, 

jiMas m go&L Be that woiM know more of mm, 

ttad LeLabonarnnd ThuMems. 
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OQgh his countrymen, the Huns, 975 

iw their meat between their bums 

* hones* backs o*er which they straddle, 

'ry man ate up his saddle ; 

I not half so nice as they, 

) it raw when H came in's way. S80 

I trac'd Countries far and near, 

ban Le Blanc the traveller ; 

lites, he spousM in India, 

le house, a lady gay, 

it on hor a race of v^rthies, 385 

it as any upon earth is. 

iny a fight for him between 

and Orsin oft had been ; 

living to deserve the crown 

vM citizen ; the one 290 

rd his bear ; the other fought 

his dog ; both made more stout 

ral spurs of neighbourhood, 

-fellow-membership, and blood ; 

IgoL, mortal foe to cows, S95 

;ot ought of liim but blows ; 

lard and heavy, such as he 

it, repaid with usury. 

7aIgol was of courage stout, 

aquishM ofl'ner than he fought : 300 

o labour sweat, and toil, 

e a champion shone with oil. 

lany a widow his keen blade, 

tny fatherless had made. 

y a boar and hu^e dun-cow 305 

B another Guy, overthrow ; 

y with him in fight comparM, 

B the boar or dun-cow farM. 

lis enicoib of the Ihms is described by Asainia' 
iellinnt, * Hannt teiiiicruda ci^asvit Peecorii 
cuntur, quam inter femora 8u^ et equorum 
lertam, calefacieitt brevi/ P. 68fk 
le itnry of Le Blanc, of a bear that married a 
ighter, is no more strange tban many others, in 
ellers, that patR with allowance ; for if tliey 
tlte nothing but what is possible, or probable, 
t appear to have loel tbeii \aboiit , axiilk <:tai«r««^ 
a wluu thvy might have doaaidi^aWvl^MBA. 
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With grreater troops of sheep h' had fou^t 

Than Ajax or bold Don Quixote : 31( 

And many a serpent of fell kind, ' 

With wings before and Hiings behind, 

SubduM, as poets say, long agone, 

Bold Sir Greorge, St. George, did the dragon. 

Nor engine, nor device polemic, 3X£ 

Disease, nor doctor epidemic, 

Tho* stored with deletery medicines 

(Which whosoever took is dead since,) 

£*er sent so vast a colony 

To both the under worlds as he : 390 

For he was of that noble trade 

That demi-gods and heroes made, 

Slaughter and knocking on the head. 

The trade to which they all were bred ; 

And is, like others, glorious when ^S15 

*Tis great and lar^, but base if mean : 

The former rides m triumph for it. 

The latter in a two-wheel'd chariot. 

For daring to profane a thing 

So sacred with vile bungling. 33 

Next these the brave Magnano came; 
Magnano, great in martial fame. 
Yet when with Orsin he wag'd fight, 
'Tis sung, he got but little by \. 
Tet he was fierce as forest boar, ? 

Whose spoils upon his back he wore, 
As thick as Ajax' seven-fold shield, 
Which o'er his brazen arms he held : 
But brass was feeble to resist 
The fury of his armed fist ; 
Nor could the hardest ir'n hold out 
Against his blows, but they would throug) 

In magic he was deeply read 
As he that made the brazen head 
Profoundly skilKd in the black art. 
As English Merlin for his heart ; 
Bat far more skilful in the spheres 
Than he was at the sieve and shears. 

343. Roger Baoon ind Mflriin. See CoOto 
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Id transform himself in colour 

|the devil as a collier ; 350 

as hypocrites in show 

true saints, or crow to crow. 

like en^nes he was author, 

. for quick dispatch of slaughter : 

nnon, blunderbuss, and saker, 355 

t th^ inventor of, and maker : 

impet, and the kettle-drum, 

h nom his invention come. 

I the first that e er did teach 

le, and how to stop, a breach. 360 

I he bore with iron pike ; 

) half would thrust, the other strike ; 

len their forces he had joinM, 

n'd to turn his parts behind. 

Vullalov'd; Trulla, more bright 365 

umish'd armour of her knight : 

virago, stout and tall 

1 of Prance, or English Mall, 

terils both of wind and limb, 

bick and thm, she foUow'd him, 370 

' adventure h* undertook, 

ver him or it forsook : 

ch of wall, or hedge surprise, 

irM i* th^ hazard and the prize : 

ing quarters up, or forage, 375 

1 herself with matchless courage ; 

d about in fight more busily 

1* Amazonian dame Penthesile. 

though some critics here cry diame, 

f our authors are to blame, 360 

pite of all philosophers, 

>ld no females stout but bean, 

retofore did so abhor 

omen should pretend to war, 

!*wo notoriouB women ; the last was known 
lie name of Mall Cutpurae. 
*entheaile, queen of the Amazons, meceoded 
She carried saceoura to the Trojaos, and af- 
ig given noble proofs of her bravery, waB killed 
les. Pliny saiUi. it was she that invented the 
e. If any one desire to know msnA ^i ^^da 
§f Jet Mm rsad Mr. Bsdboiu 
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They would not loffer the stoat'it dam* 385 

To avrear by Hercules^s name) 

Make feeble ladies in their works, 

To fight like termagants and Tiuks ; 

To lay their native arms aside. 

Their modesty, and ride astride ; 390 

To ran a-tilt at men, and wield 

Their naked tools in open field ; 

As stout Armida, bold Thalestiis, 

And she that would have been the mistrop 

OfGondibert; but he had erace, 395 

And rather took a country hss ; 

They say, ^ false, without all sense. 

But of pernicious consequence 

To government which they suppose 

Can never be upheld in prose ; 4P0 

Strip Nature naked to the skin, 

Yoirll find about her no such thing. 

It may be so ; yet what we tell 

Of Trulla thafs improbable, 

385. The old Romans had particular oaths for mea 
and women to swear by ; and tnerefore Macrobius says, 
' Viri per Castorem non jurabant antiquitus, nee liulie- 
resper Herculem ; .£depol autem juramentumerattain 
malieribus quam virio commune,* ^c. 

393. Two foruiklabJe women at arms, in romaocci, 
that were cudgelled into love by their gallants. 

395. GondihtfTt is a f* igiied name, made use of by SI? 
William d* A ver>ant in hb> famoud epic poem, so called ; 
wherein yoii may find also that of his mistress. This 
poem was desifcitMl byilieauilMir to be an imitation of the 
Fnflbdi drama : it bvuig d.vidt^ luto five books, as tits 
other ii» into five acts ; the cantos to he parallol of tlie 
scenes, withthis difTfrence. that ihis is delivered narra- 
tively, the other dialneucwise. It was ushered Into the 
world by a large preiace written by Mr. Hobbes, and bj 
the pens of two of oux best poets, viz. Mr Waller and Mr. 
Cowley , which one would have thought might have prov- 
ed a sufhcient defence and protection against snarlinf 
critics. NotwithsUndiiig which, four emiiient wits or 
tliat age (two of wuich were Sir John Denham and Mr* 
Donne) published several copies of verses to Sir Wil- 
liam's diflcredit, under this title. Certain Verses written 
by several of tlieAutbor*BFriends,to be reprintedwithtbe 
second edition of €rondibert in 8vo. Lond. 1653 These 
vrrses were as wittily answered bv the authnr,UDder this 
title, The incomparable pnem of Oondlbert vindicated 
from the Wit Combat of tour Esquires, Chnias, DamiB- 
tas, Sancho, and Jacii-Pudding ; fMrinted in 8vo. Loud. 
i&>5. Vide LftiigbaiD** Account of BinmaWcYotu 
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Shall be dispoa'd by those whoVe ceen't 405 
Or, what^s as ^[ood, produced in pdnt : 
And if they will not take onr weed, 
We^l prove it true upon record. 

The upright Cerdon next advane^ 
Of all his race the yaliant'st : 410 

Cerdon the Great, renowned in eong, 
Like Herclee, for repair of wrong : 
He rais'd the low and fortifyM 
The weak against the strongest aide : 
ni has he read, that never hit 415 

0*n him in Muses' deathless writ. 
He had a weapon keen and fierce. 
That through a bull-hide shield would pierce, 
And cut it in a thousand pieces, 
Tho' tougher than the Knight of Greece, his 
With whom his black-thumbM anoeilor 421 
Was comrade in the ten years' war : 
For when the restless Greeks sat down 
So many years before Troy town. 
And were renowned, as Homer writes, 43?5 
For well soFd boots no less than fights, 
Thej ow*d that glory only to 
Hie ancestor that made them so. 
Fast friend he was to Reformation, 
Until 'twas worn quite out of fashion. 430 
Next rectifier of wry law, 
And would make three to cure one flaw. 
Learned he was, and could take note. 
Transcribe, collect, translate, and quote. 
But preaching was his chiefest talent, 435 

Or alignment, in which bUn^ valiant. 
He usM to lay about and stickle. 
Like ram or buU« at conventicle : 
For disputants, like rams and bulls. 
Do fight with arms that spring from dinUs. 440 

Last Colon came, bold man of War, 
DestinM to blows by fatal star ; 
Right expert in command of horse, 
But cruel, and without remorse. 
That which of Centaur long ago 445 

Was said, and has been wrestra to 
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Solme other knights, was true <^thii; 
He and his hone were of a piece. 
One spirit did inform them both ; 
The selfsame vigour, fory, wroth ; 
Tet he was mach the rougher part, 
And always had a harder heart : 
Although his horse had been of those 
That fed on man^s flesh, as fame goes. 
Strange food for horse ! and yet, alas ! 
It may be true, for flesh is grass. 
Sturdy he was, and no less able 
Than Hercules to clean a stable ; 
As great a drover, and as great 
A critic too, in hog or neat. 
He rippM the womb up of his mother. 
Dame Tellus, 'cause she wanted fother 
And provender wherewith to feed 
Himself, and his less cruel steed. 
It was a question, whether he 
Or 's horse were of a family 
More worshipful : 'till antiquaries 
(After th' had almost por*d out their eyes) 
Did ver^ learnedly decide 
The business on the horse's side ; 
And prov'd not only horse, but cows, 
Nay, pigs, were of the elder house : 
For besets, when man was but a piece 
Of earth himself, did th' earth possess. 

These worthies were the chief that led 
The combatants, each in the head 
Of his command, with arms and rage, 
Ready and longing to engage. 
The numerous rabble was £-awn out- 
Of sev'ral counties round about. 
From villages remote, and shires, 
Of east and western hemispheres : 
From foreign parishes and regions. 
Of difierent manners, speech, religions, 
Came men and mastifis ; some to fight 
For fame and honour, some for sight. 
And now the field of death, the liirts, 
Were entered by antagonists, 
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lood was ready to be broach'd, 
Hudibras in haste approached, 490 

Squire and weapons, to attack 'em ; 
Bt thus from his horse beepake *em : 
it rage, O citizens ! what fiuy 
'ou to these dire actions hnrry? 
QBstrom, what phrenetic mobd, 495 

▼on thus lavish of your blood, 
the proud Vies your trophies boail, 

ireveng'd walks ghost ? 

towns, what garrisons might yoa 

lasard of this blood subdue, £00 

now jr' are bent to throw away 

I, untriumphable fray ! 

lints in civil bloodshed waUow 

its, and let the Cause lie fidlow ? 

Luse for which we fought and swore SUA 

Uy, shall we now give oVf 

lecause quarrels still are seen 

aths and swearings to begin, 

lemn League ana Covenant 

sm a mere God-dam-me rant ; 510 

B, that took it, and have fought, 

i as drunkardis that fall out. 

we make war for the kin|[ 

t himself the self-same tfamg, 

riU not stick to swear, we do 515 

»d and for religion too : 

lear-baitinff we allow, 

food can Information do^ 

xmI and treasure that's laid oat 

wn awav, and goes for nou^t. 590 

■e the fruits o^th' ProtesUtion* 

)totype of Refonnation, 

all the saints, and some, since miol^ai 

1 their hats like wedding farteiv» 

ktmm to not only a Greek werd for mf jqtw 
lies atoo a gad-bee or bone-ily, that ti^ipsMs 
the summer, and makes tbem run abqnt.as-tf 
smadt 

lome few days after the king had aeensed tbs 
iben of treason in the House of Commoas, 
wds of the rabUe came down to Wsstnaiiistsr- 
1 nrintsd copies of the ProteMiAoatML V&^Mft 
imroiUM, I> 
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When Hwas resolv'd by either Houte 

Six Members quarrel to espouse? 

Did they for tlus draw down the rabble, 

With zeal and noises formidable, 

And make all cries about the town 

Join throats to cry the bishops down ? 

Who having round begirt the palace 

(As once a month they do the gallows,) 

As members cave the sign about. 

Set up their uroats with hideous shout 

When tinkers bawPd aloufl to settle 

C9iurch discipline, for patching kettle : 

No sow-gelder did blow his horn 

To geld a cat, but cry'd Reform. 

The oyster- women lock'd their fish Up, 

And trudged away, to cry. No bishop. 

The mousetrap-men laid save-alls by, 

And 'gainst evi counsellors did cry. 

Bothers lefl old clothes in the lurch. 

And fell to turn and patch the church. 

Some cry'd the Covenant instead 

Of pudden-pies and ginger-bread ; 

And some for brooms, old boots and shoes, 

BawPd out to purge the Commons* House 

Instead of kitchen-stuff, some cry, 

A gospel-preaching ministry ; 

And some, for old suits, coats, or cloak, 

No surplices nor Service-book. 

A strange harmonious inclination 

Of all degrees to Reformation. 

And is this all? Is this the end 

To which these carryings on did tend? 

Hath public faith, like a young heir, 

For this ta'en up all sorts of ware, 

5SS. The six members were the Lord Kimbolton 
Pym, Mr. Hollis, Mr. Hampden, Sir Arthur Hssl 
and Mr. Stroud, whom the king ordered, to be ai 
bended, and their papers seized ; charging them of 
ting with the Scots, and favouring the late tumultt 
the House voted against the arrest of their persoi 
papers ; whereupon the icing having preferred an 
against tlmee members, he went with Us guard t 
House to demand tbem : but tbeyi havioi notice, i 
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ran int* every tradesman's book, 
»oth tum'd bankrupts, and are broke ? 560 
ttints for this bring in their plate, 
Bsowd as if they came too late? 
rhen they thought the Cause had need on^, 
*y was he that could be rid on't. 
hey coin piss-pots, howls, and flagons, 565 
flScers of norse and dragoons; 
into pikes and musqueteers 
p beakers, cups, and porringers? 
mble, bodkin, and a spoon, 
tart up living men as soon 570 

the furnace they were thrown, 
ike the dragon's teeth b'ing sown, 
was the Cause of gold and plate, 
>rethren's oflTrings, consecrate, 
til* Hebrew calf, and down before it 575 
Hunts fell prostrate to adore it : 
y the wicked — and will you 
I that sarcasmus scandal true, 
inning after dogs and bears,' 
8 more unclean than calves or steers ? 580 
powerful preachers ply'd their tongues, 
aid themselves out and their lungs ; 
tdl means, both direct and sinister, 
power of gospel-preaching minister ? 
th^ invented tones to wm 585 

xromen, and make them draw in 
nen, as Indians with a female 
) elephant inveigle the male ? 
tiiey told Providence what it must do, 
n te avoid, and whom to trust to ? 590 
tver'd th' enemy's design, 
which way best to countermine ? 
libM what ways it hath to work, 
wUl ne'er advance the kirk ? 
it the news o' th' last express, 595 

&fter good or bad success ^ 
) prayers, not so like petitions 
rertmeii and propositions 

Abusive or insulting had been better; but cor 
tt bdleved the learned languages more convenieiit 
IviMiUMi In tbao hii own motniei-voDViaA. 
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(Such as the army did present 
To their creator, tb' Parliament,) 
In which they fineely will conftis 
They will not, cannot, acquiesce, 
Unless the work be carryM on 
In the same way they have begun, 
By setting church and oommon-w^eel 
All on a Same, Inight as their seal, 
On which the saints were all agog. 
And all this for a bear and dogr f 
The Parliament drew up petitions 
To tself, and sent them, like commmsioi 
To well-affected persons down. 
In ey^ry city and great town. 
With powVto levy horse and men. 
Only to bring them back agen ; 
For this did many, many a mile, 
Ride manfully in rank and file, 
With papers m their hats, that shew'd 
As if wey to the pillory rode. 
Have all these courses, these efforts, 
fieen tiy'd \^ people of all sorts, 
Velis et remis, omnibus nervis, « 

And all V advance the Cause's serviee ? 
And shall all now be thrown away 
In petulant intestine fray f 
Shall we that in the Covenant swove, 
Each man c^us to run before 
Another, still in Reformation, 
Give dogs and bears a dispensation ? 
How wiU dinenting brethren relish it ? 
What ndll malignants say ? videlicet. 
That each man swore to do his best. 
To damn and.peijure aU the rest t 
And bid the devil take the hin'most, 
Whidi at this race is like to win most. 
They 11 say our bus^Mse, to reform 
The church and state, is but %, wonn ; 
For to subscribe, imsight, unseen. 
To an unknown dioiSh-disoipline, 
What is it else, but before-hand 
T* enffaffs. and •iler andnitaiiid ? 
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ben we swore to carry on 
'osent Reformation, 
ling to the purest mode* 
relies best reformM abroad, 
did we else but make a vow 645 

W& know not what, nor how ? 
three of us will agree 
or what churches these should be ; 
indeed the self-same case 
heirs that swore et csetoras : 650 

French league, in which men vow'd 
it to the last drop of blood, 
slanders will be thrown upon 
use and work we carry on, 
errait men to run headlong 655 

*bitance8 fit for bedlam, 
than goe^iel-walking times, 
ilightest sms are greatest crimes, 
the matter so shall handle, 
Bmove that odious scandal, 660 

e of King and Parliament, 
e Te all no more foment 
adf, but keep the peace between 
rethren and your countrymen ; 
those places straight repair 665 

your respective dwellings are. 
that purpose first surrender 
Idler, as the prime oflbnder, 
'.Midiary vile, that is chief 
and engineer of mischief; 670 

he Convocation, in one of the riiort Pai'lia- 
tat ushered in the lont; one (aa dwarAi are wont 
ghts errant,) made an oath to be taken by the 
' ob8«>rvinff canonical obedienoe ; in wliich thej 
their brethren, out of the almndaoce of their 
:efl, to swear articles with, &c. 
le holy leafnie in France, designed and made for 
lation of the Protectant religion, was theorigi- 
tf Which the solemn league and covenant b^e 
I thedifference onlyof circuRMtanGe8)mostfaith* 
scribed. Nor did the success of both differ more 
n(ent and purpose ; for after the destruction of 
bers of people of all sorts, both ended with the 
Uwoki ngs, whom tbeyhad both 8 w(Hii to defend: 
r covenanters swore every mau Votxiw cvtaV^- 
i«r,/n the way of refoTmatAon^BO<MVkMSVt«D^Cix 
f iMguei to fifht to the \iai 4eo^ ^IWonA^. 
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l%&t mihes diviman between Aiendl, 
For pro&ne and .milignuit end>. 
He, and tbsl engine of vile aoiHi 
On which illegsUy ha plays, 
Shall [dictum factum)l>oth be bronght (75 
To caodign punishmeDt, u they ou^t. 
This must be done ; vid I would ftin WM 
Marlal bo sturdy lu to gaiiuaj i 
For then 111 take another coime. 
And nan reduce you sll b; force. €80 

This eaid, he clspp'd hie hsnd on Bword, 
To «hew he meant to keep hiB word. 
But Talgol, who had tons lupprest 
loflaTned wrath in glonring oreaat, 
Which now began to ra^e and bunt u 685 
Implacably as flame in tumace. 
Thus anawer'd him ; — Thou vermin wr«teh«d 
As e'er in meaaled pork Was hatched ; 
Thou tail of wonhip, that dost grow 



On rump of justice ae ol 
■ar'stihou ■■ " 



sullen luggage 



With which thy steed of boues a 
Hia broke his wind in halting hither ; 
How durst th', I aay, adventure thu> . 
T" oppose thy lumber against us ? 
Could thine impertiDonce find out 
So work t' employ itself about, 
Where thou, secure from wooden blow. 
Thy busy vanity might's! shew ? 
Was DO dispute a-foot between 
The caterwauling brethren .' 
No subtle qoBstion rais'd among 
Those out-o'-their wila, and those i' th' wi 
No prize between those combntanta 

Where thou might'st strickle without btl 
or outrae^ to thy hide and manard ; 
And not for want of bug'new coqm 



% 
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here no felony, no bawd, 
one, no burglary abroad ? 
)len pig, nor plunderM goose, 715 

thee up from breaiung loose ? 
I unlicensM, broken hedse, 
hich thou statute might st allegOf 
sp thee busy from foul evil, 
iame due to thee from the devil ? 790 
> committee sit, where he 
9at out journey- work for thee? 
it th' a task with subornation, 
toh up sale and sequestration i 
3at, with holiness and zeal, 795 

rties, and the common weid ? 
better had it been for thee, 
1 kept thee where th* art usM to be ; 
t th' on bus^ess any whither, 
had never brought thee hither. 730 

th' hast brain enough in skull 
ip itself in lodging wholet 
ot provoke the rag» of stones 
iidgels to th^ hide and bones, 
»le, and vanish, while thou may'st, 735 
I 111 not promise if thou stay'st • 
I the Knifht grew high in wroth, 
(ting hands and eyes up both, • 
times he smote on stomach stout, 
nrhence at length these words broke ont : 
i I for this entitled Sir, 740 

irt with trusty sword and spur, 
me and honour to wage battle^ 
io be brav'd by foe to cattle? 
I that pride that makes thee swdl 745 
thou dost blown-up veal; 
1 thy tricks and sleights to cheat, 
iW thy carrion for ^od meat; 
1 thy magic to repair 
'd old aee in tough lean ware; 750 
nat'ral death appear thv work, 
top the gangrene in stale pork ; 
1 Uiat force that makes thee proud. 
Be by bullock neW withstood; 
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Though arm'd with all thy cleavers, knives, 755 

And axes made to hew down lives. 

Shall save or help thee to evade 

The hand of Justice, or his blade, 

l/Hiich I, her sword-bearer do ci^nry, 

For civil deed and military. 7€0 

Nor shall those words of venom base, 

WMch thou hast from their native jdace. 

Thy stomach pumpM to fling on me. 

Go unrevengM, though I am free : 

Thou down the same throat shalt devour 'em^ 

Like tainted beef, and pav dear for 'em. 765 

Nor shall it e''er be said, that wight 

With gantlet blue, and bases wmte, 

And round blunt tnmcheon by his side. 

So mat a man at arms defyM 77D 

Wiu words ftur bitter than wormwood, 

"Riat would in Job or Grizel stir mood. 

Dogs with their tongues their wounds do beal ; 

But men with hand^ as thou shalt feel. 

This said, with hasty rage he snatch'd 775 
His gun-shot, that in holsters watch'd ; 
And bending cock, he leveU'd full 
Against th^ outside of Talgol's skull : 
Vowing that he should ne'er stir further. 
Nor henceforth cow nor bullock murther. 780 
But Pallas came in shape of rust. 
And 'twixt the spring bnd hammer thrust 
Her Gor^n shield, which made the cock 
Stand stm, as 'twere transform'd to stock. 
Meanwhile fierce Talgol, gathering n^^rht, 785 
With rug^d truncheon chargM the l^dght; 
But he with petronel upheav'd. 
Instead of shield, the blow receiv'd. 
The gun recoird, as weD it might. 
Not usM to such a kind of fight, 790 

And shrunk from its great master^ S^pe, 
KnockM down and stunnM by mortal stripe. 
Then Hudibras, with furious haste. 
Drew out his sword ; yet not so fast, 
But Talgol first, with hardy thwack, 705 

Twice bruisM his bead, and twice his back. 
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n his nut-brown sword was out. 

m&ch huge he laid about, 

as many a wound upon 

M foe^ the truncheon. 800 

ij cudgel did oppose 

unst dead-doing blows, 

i its leader from fell bane, 

1 revengM itself again. 

igh the sword (some understood) 805 

bad much the odds of wood, 

>thing so ; both sides were balancM 

, none knew which was valiant^st : 

d with honour b^ing engaged, 

•lacablj enraf M, 810 

iron hew ancTilkanffle sore, 

9unds and bruises honour more. 

'both knights were out of breath, 

Jie hot pursuit of death ; 

I the rest amazed stood still, 815 

g which should take or kill. 

fibras observM ; and fretting 

k should be so long a getting, 

up all his force into 

r, and that into one blow. 820 

ol wisely avoided it 

ng sleight ; for had it hit, 

3r part of him the blow 

18 sure as that below. 

rhile th' incomparable Colon, 825 

18 fiiend, began to fall on. 

ph encounterM, and straight grew 

clbmbat 'twixt them two : 
imM with metal, th' other with wood ; 
or bruise, and that for blood. 830 

ny a stiff thwack, many a bang, 
b-tree and old iron rang; 
me that saw them could divine 
1 side conquest would incline, 
gnano, who did envy 835 

» should with so many men vie, 
) stratagem of brain, 
d what force could ne'er attain ; 
D2 
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For he, by fool hap, having found 
Where thistles grew on barren ground, 840 
In haste he drew his weapon out, 
And having cropped them from the root, 
He clapp'd them underneath the tail 
Of steedi with pricks as sharp as nail. 
The angry beast did straight resent 845 

The wrong done to his fundament ; 
Beffan to kick, and fling, and wince, 
As if h' had been beside his sense, 
Striving to disengage from thisUe, 
That gallM him sorely under his tail : 850 
Jnstei^ of which, he threw the pack 
Of Squire and baggage from his back; 
And blundering stili with smarting rump. 
He gave the iuiight's steed such a thump 
As made him reel. The Knight did stoop, 855 
And sat on further side aslope. 
This Talgol viewing, who had now 
I^ sleight escaped the fatal blow, 
He rally'd, and again fell toH ; 
For catching foe by nearer foot, 860 

He lifled With such might and strength, 
As would have hurPd him thrice his lengthy 
And dash'd his brains (if any) out : 
But Mars, that still protects the stout. 
In pudding-time came to his aid, 865 

And under him the bear conveyM ; 
The bear, upon whose soft fur-gown 
The Knight with all his weight fell down. 
The -firiendly rug preservM the ground. 
And headlong Knight, from bruise or wound : 
Like feather-bed betwixt a wall 870 

And heavy brunt of cannon-ball. 
As Sancho on a blanket fell, 
And had no hurt, ours far'd as well 
In body ; though his mighty spirit, ' 875 

B^ing heavy, did not so well bear it. 
The l>ear was in a greater fright. 
Beat down and worsted by the Knight* 
He roar% ami rajeM, and finng viVMraX^ 
To shake off bondage from bift «M»iV 
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•ath iniiamM boird o'er, and from 

^8 of death he threw the foam : 

Q stranger postures threw liim, 

tore than herald ever drew him. 

e the earth which he had savM 865 

iquelch of Knisht. and stormed and ravM, 

Bz'd the more because the harms 

t were 'gainst the law of arms : 

Bn he always took to be 

ends, and aogs the enemy : 890 

lever so much hurt had done him, 

own side did falling on him. 

7'd him to the guts that they 

lom h^ had fought so many a fray, 

nrv'd with loss of blood so long, 895 

1 offer such inhuman wrong ; 

r of onsoldier-like condition : 

lich he flung down his comniission ; 

id about him, till his nose 

thrall of ring and cord broke loose. 900 

10 he felt himself enlarged, 

^h thickest of his foes he chargM, 

lade way through th^ amazed crew ; 

be overran, and some o'erthrew, 

>k none ; for by hasty flight 905 

3ve t^ escape pursuit of Knight; 

nrhom he ned with as much haste 

read as he the rabble chas'd. 

le he fled, and so did they ; 

ind his fear a several wav. 910 

ivdero only kept the fielcf ; 

rring from the place he held, 

>h beaten down and wounded sore, 

iddle, and a leg that bore 

de of him ; not tliat of bone, 915 

jch its better, th' wooden one. 

ring Hudibras lie strow'd 

Lhe ground, like log of wood, 

right of fall, supposed wound, 

«9 of urine, in a swound. ^f^ 

9 be matcb'd the wooden UmSn^ 

utr th'aoJUe la^byhiia^ 
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And fitting it for sudden fight, 
StnigbtdreiF it up t' attack the Knight; 
For getting up od stump and huckle, 
He with the foe began to buckle ; 
Vowing to be reveng'd lor breach 
Of crowd and skin upon the wretch, 
Sole author of all detriment 
He and hii fiddle underwent. 

Bat Ralpbo (who bad now begun 



From beav; squeh^b, and had got up 

Upon his legs, with sprained ciup) 
Looking about, beheld pemicion 935 

Approocbing Knight from fell musician. 
He «nateh'd hia iriiinyard up, that fled 
When he was fulling off his eteed 

To hide itself tioni rage of blows; 940 

And, wing'd with epsed and fury, flew 
To rescue Knight from black and blue ; 
Which ere he could achieve, bit sconce 
The leg encounter'd twice and once ; 
And now 'twas raia'd to smite agen, MS 

When Ralpbo thrust himself between. 
He took the blow upon his arm. 
To 8hi..ld the Knieht from further haim ; 
And, joining wrath with force, bestow'd 
On th' wooden member such akiad, S50 

That down it fell, and with it bora 
Crowdero, whom it propped before. 
To him the Squire right nimbly run. 
And setting conquermg IViot upon 
His trunk, thus spoke : What desp'rale frenzy 
Made thee (thou whelp of sin 1) to fancy 956 
Thyself, and all that coward rabble. 
T" mcounler us in battle abie f 
How durst th', 1 say, oppose thy cnrship 
'Gainst arms, authority and worship ! 960 
And iludibras or me provoke, 
Tboagh all thj limbs wera heaA tX otk.. 
And th' olAer half of thee ea gooA 
To bear oat blowo, u tbftt ofwooii 
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Could not the whipping-post prevail, 965 

With all its rhet'ric, nor the jail, 

To keep from flaying scourge thy skin, 

And ankle free from iron gm ? 

Which now thou shalt — But jfirst our care 

Must see bow Hudibras doth fare. 970 

This said, he gently rais'd the Knight, 

And set him on his bum upright. 

To rouse him from lethar^c dump. 

He tweakM his nose ; with gentle thump 

Knocked on his breast, as iTt had been 975 

To raise the spirits lodgM within. 

They, wakenM with the noise, did fly 

From inward room to window eye ; 

And fi^ntly opening lid, the casement. 

Look d out, but yet with some amazement. 980 

This gladded Ralpho much to see, 

Who thus bespoke the Knight : quoth he. 

Tweaking his nose. You are, great Sir, 

A self-denying conqueror ; 

As high, victorious, and greats 965 

As eW fought for the churches yet. 

If you will give yourself but leave 

To make out what y^ already have ; 

That's victory. The foe, for dread 

Of your nine- worthiness, is fled ; 990 

. All, save Crowdero, for whose sake 

You did th' espoused cause undertake ; 

And he Ues prisoner at your feet. 

To be disposM as you think meet ; 

Either for life, or death, or s^ie, 995 

The gallows, or perpetual iail ; 

For one wink of your powerful eye 

Must sentence him to Uve or die. 

His fiddle is your proper purchase. 

Won in the service of the churches : 1000 

And by your doom must be allow'd 

To be, or be no more, a crowd. 

For though success did not confer 

Just tiHe on the conqueror ; 

nougb dispensations were not 8it(m|^ \^^ 
C^aoluMioas whether right oi wion^^ 
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Although ont-going did confirm. 
And owning were hut & mere term ; 
Tet u the wicked have no rivht 
To th' oreatiire, though usurped l)f mif ht, 1010 
The property ia in the saint. 
From whom th' injuriouBl; detun 't; 
Of hun the; hold their 'Iniuriea, 
Their doge, their hoines, whore*, snd dice, 
Their riots, revels, masks, delights, - 1015 
Pimps, buffoons, fiddJen, partsilee ; 
All which the iwints have title to. 
And ought l' emoj, if th' had Iheirdue. 
What we take (rom them is no more 
Than what was ours hy ri^hl berore; 1030 
For we are their true landforda still, 
And the; our tensntR but U will. 
At this the Knight began to rouse, 
And bj degrees grow valorous. 
Be stBT'd ^ut, and seeing none 1035 

Of all his foee remain but one, 
He snatch'd his weapon, that lay near him. 
And fl-oin the pround began to rear him ; 
Vowing to make Crowdero pay 
For all the rest that ran away. 1030 

But Ralphs now. in colder blood, 
His iiiry mildly thae withstood : 
Groat Sir, quoth he, your miaiity spirit 
Is raia'd too high : this slave does merit 
To be thehangmaD'Bbusinee>i,sooner 1035 
Than from your hand to have the honour 
Of his destruction. I, that am 
A nothingness in deed and name. 
Did Mom to hurl hia forfeit carcass, 
Or ill intreat his fiddle or case • 1040 

rou, great 
d blood, V 

Will you employ your conqring sword 
To break a fiddle and your word ! 
For tboagb 1 fought, and overcame, 1( 

And qaaner gave, Hwas in yotti nknw, 
^or great commaodcn onVj own 
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e, where you have pow'r to kill, 
B your powV above your will ; ' . 1050 
lat your will and pow> have less 
t>oth might have of selfishness, 
ow'r wmch, now alive, with dread 
mbles at, if he were dead 
1 no more keep the slave in awe, 1055 
f you were a Imight of straw : 
atn wouM then be his conqueror, 
u, and free him from that terror. 
ler from his life accrue, , 
lOur from his death, to you, lOGO 

3 policy and honour too, 
as you resolv'd to do ; 
ir, 'twould wrong your valour much, 
' it needs or fears a crutch, 
conquerors greater glory gain 106^ 

B in triumph led, than slain : 
urols that adorn their brows 
lU'd from living, not dead bou^^ 
nng foes : the greatest fame 

Sle slain can be but lame. 1070 

Thim^s already slain, 
her is not worth your jpain ; 
nour can but on one side li^ht, 
rship did, when y" were dubbM knights 
fore I think it better far 1075 

)p him prisoner of war, 
t him fast in bonds abide, 
rt of justice to be try'd; 
, if he appear so bold and crafly, 
may be danger in his safety. 1060 

member there dislike 
!IB, or t6 his beard have nique ( 
b death will save or yield 

£i or fright, it is reveal'd, 
he has quarter, ne'er the less 1065 
e power to hang him when you please, 
as been often done by some 
great conq'rors, you know whom*> ^ 
iM by most of us been held 
wtke, tad to fome revetTd \ V2W 
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For wordi uid pramiBM, that yoke 
The conquBTor, are quick]; brake ; 
Ijike Sunaon'a cufls, theugh b; bk own 
OireetioD and adTice put on. 
For if we shonld fi^ht for the Cuue 
By rules of militaiy laws. 
And only do vhat the; call ioat, 
The Cause would quickly fall to dust 
This we amons aDrselTes maj apeak ; 
But to the wicked, or the weak. 
We must be cautioua to declare 
Perfe. 
Th 

Of Knight begak to cool a 

He lik'd the Squire's advice, and soon 
RoM^T'd Id see the bunaess done ; 
And thervfon chai^'d him first to bind 
Crowdero's hands on nunp behind, 
And to its tbnner place and use 
The wooden member to reduce ; 
ji oath before, 

Ralpho digpalcl 
And having ty'd Ciowdero fast,' 
He gave Sir Koightthe end of cord, 
To lead the captive of hia sword 
In triumph, whilst the steeds he caught. 
And them to further service broughC 
The Squire in state rode on beTore, 
And on his nut-btown whinyard bore 
The tiophy-Eddle and the case, 
I caning on shoulder like a mace. 
The Knight himself did after ride. 
Leading Crowdero by his side ; 
And tow'd him if he lagg'd behind. 
Like boat against the tide and wind. 
Thus grave and solemn they march'd on 
Until quite thro' the town th' had mme ; 
At Airther end of which there stanida 
Ad ancieat castle, that commands 
Tb' tdjncBDt paxfa: mill the {a!bnc 
IVu «&a;j not Me one ttone nor a tknck ■. 
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Bat all of wood ; by powerful spell 
Of magic made impregnable. 
There's neither iron-bar nor gate, 1136 

Portcullis, chain, nor b<dt, nor grate, 
And yet men durance there abide. 
In dungeon scarce three inches wide ; 
With roof so low, that under it 
They never stand, but lie or sit ; 1140 

And yet so foul, that whoso 's in. 
Is to the middle-leg in prison ; 
In cirde magical confin'd. 
With walls of subtle air and wind. 
Which none are able to break through, 1145 
Until they're freed by head of borough: 
Thither arriv'd, th' adventurous Knight 
And bold Squire from their steeds aJight 
At th' oAtward wall., near which there stands 
A bastile, built to imprison hands ; ^ 1150 
Bv strange enchantment made to fetter 
Tne lesser parts, and free the greater ; 
For thouffh the body may creep tltfough, 
The hands in grate are fast enough : 
And when a circle 'bout the wrist 1155 

Is made by beadle exorcist, 
The body feels the spur and switch, 
As if Hwere ridden post by witch 
At twenty miles imi hour pace. 
And yet ne V stirs out of the place. 1160 

On top of this there is a spire. 
On which Sir Knight first bida the Squire 
The fiddle and its snoils, the case. 
In manner of a tropviy place. 
That done, they ope the trap-door gate, 1165 
And let Oowdero down- thereat ; 
Crowdero making doleful face. 
Like hermit poor in pensive place. 
To dungeon they the wretch commit. 
And the survivor of his feet : 1170 

Bat th' other, that had broke the peacA 
And bead afknigbihood they re\eaaie \ 
Though a delinquent false and foimd^ 
Tet, being a stna^er he's adargeon 
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While his comrade, that did no hurt, 
Is dappM up fast in prison for't. 
So Justice, while she winks at crimes. 
Stumbles on innocence sometimes. 
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The scattered rout return and rally, 
Surround the place ; the Knight doth sally^ 
And is made prisoner : then they seize 
Th' enchanted fort by storm, release 
Crowdero, and put th' Squire in's place, 
I should have first said Hudibras. 

Ah me ! what perils do environ • 
The man that meddles with cold iron ; 
What pla^y mischiefs and mishaps * 
Do dog hmi still with a^er*claps ! 
For though dame Fortune seem to smile 
And leer upon him for awhile, 
She^l after show him, in the nick 
Of all his glories, a dog-trick. 
This any man may sing or say, 
r th' dittj caU'd, What if a Day? 
For Hudibras, who -thought h' hiul won 
The field, as certain as a gum ; 
And, haying routed the whole troop. 
With victory was cock-a-hoop ; 
Thinking h* had done enough to purchase 
Thanksgiying-day amon^ the churches. 
Wherein his mettle, and brave worth. 
Might be explained by Holder-forth, 
And re^ster'd, by fame eternal. 
In deathless pages of diurnal ; 
Found in few minutes, to his cost. 
He did but count without his host t 
And that a turnstile is more certain 
Than, in events of war, dame Fortune. 
For now the late faint hearted rout. 
Overthrown, and scatter^ round about, 
Chas'd by the horror of their fear, 
J^vm bloody £raj of Kaight and Bear 
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(All but the dogs, who, in pursuit 

Of the Knight's victory, stood to't, 30 

And most ignobly fought to get 

The honour of his blood and sweat,) 

Seing the coast was free and clear 

O' tlr conquerM and the •conqueror, 

Took heart again, and facM about, 35 

As if they meant to stand it out : 

For by this time the routed Bear, 

AttacVd bj th' enemy i' th' rear. 

Finding their number mrew too great 

For him to make a safe retreat, 40 

Like a bold chieftain, fac'd about ; 

But wisely doubting to hold out. 

Gave way to fortune, and with haste 

FacM the proud foe, and fled, and fac*d ; 

Retiring still, until he found 45 

H' had got the advantage of the gtound ; 

And then as valiantly made head 

To check the foe, and forthwith fled ; 

Leaving no art untryM, nor trick 

Of warrior stout a^d politic, 50 

Until, in spite of hot pursuit. 

He sainM a pass, to hold dispute 

On better terms, and stop the course 

Of the proud foe. With all his force 

He bravely charged, and for.a while 55 

Forc'd their whole body to recoil ; 

But still their numbers so increasM, 

He found himself at length oppress^ ; 

And all evasions so uncertain, 

To save himself for better fortune, 60 

That he resolv'd, rather than yield. 

To die with honour in the field. 

And sell his hide and carcase at 

A price as high and desperate 

As e'er he could. This pesolution ^ 

He forthwith put in execution. 

And bravely threw himself among 

The enemy, i' th* greatest throng ; 

But what could single valour do 

Against so numerous a foe h.^ 
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T«t tnach he did, indeed too nwch 
' To be bdier'd, whsre th' odd* mm nu 
But one i^nst e multitude 
Ii mora thui mortal can make good : 
For while one party he oppoa'd, 
Hie rear wat todiienly incloaed ; . 
And no room left him for retreat. 
Or %ht against a foe so great. 
" iw iSe mBBafft, chugiag home, 



His perBon wss aboea them alt. 
TliiB equal ehame and env; itiiT'd 
In th' enemy, that one should beard 
80 manj warriors, and w stout, 
Aa he had done, and stav'd it out, 
Disdaining to lay down his anna, 
And yield on honourable terms. 
Ecraeed thus, some in the rear 
Atta^'d him, and some ov'ry where, 
Till down he Tell ; yet falling fought, 
And^ being down, stiU laid about; 
Aa WiddnnEtoa, in doleful dump*, 
1b said to lijriit upon his stump*. 

But all, alas ! had been in rain, 
And he ineriubly slam. 
If Trulla and Cerdon, m tbe nick, 
To rescue him had not been quick; 
For Trulta. who waa light of foot 
As shafts which long-Seld Partbiaoi ihoot, 
(But not so light as to be borne 
Upon the ears of standing corn. 
Or b'ip it o'er the water quicker 
TTian witches, when their stares they liqno 
As some report,) was got among 
The foremost of the martial throng: 
There pitying the Tanquiah'd bear. 
She cail'd ts Cerdon, who atood near. 
Viewing the bloody fight ; to whom, 
SI>aU}re(quoth»ii6)t--'^"'— '- 
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And see stout Bruin all alone, 

By numbers basely overthrown ? 

Such feats already h' had achieved, 11$ 

In story not to be believed ; 

And ^twould to us be shame enough, 

Not to attempt to fetch him off. 

I would (quoth he) venture a limb 

To second thee, and rescue him ; 190 

But then we must about it straight, 

Or else our aid ¥all come too late. 

Quarter he scorns, he is so stout. 

And therefore cannot lon^ hold out. 

This said, they wavM theu- weapons round 125 

About their heads, to clear the ground ; 

And joining forces, laid about 

So fiercely, that th' amazed rout 

Tom'd tiul a^ain, and straight begun, 

As if tlie devil drove, to run. 130 

Meanwhile th'approachM the place where Bruin 

Was now engagM to mortal ruin. 

*nie conquVrng foe they soon assaiPd ; 

First TruUa stav'd, ancf Cerdon tail'd, 

Until their mastiffii loosM their hold : IZ$ 

And yet, alas \ do what they could, 

The worsted bear came off with store 

Of bloody wdunds, but all before : 

For as Achilles, dipt in pond. 

Was anabaptiz'd free from wound, 140 

Made proof^ against dead-doing steel 

AH over, but me Pagan heel ; 

So did our champion's arms defend 

All of him, but tne other end, 

&» bead and ears, which, in the martkl 145 

Encounter, lost a leathern parcel : 

For as an Austrian archduke once 

Had one ear (which in ducatoone 

If half the emn) in battle par'd 

Close to his head, so Bruin fiff'd; 150 

1M. BiKviBf and trtiling are terns «r ait essd in the 
Bs>r-Gard«&. and signify tliere only tlw sartiaf of dofi 
■edbesn: tboogliUMsr are ustdmetapboikalqr in se- 
veral otker profcMions for laoderatiBf ; is law, 4kfl' 
Mltjt tectoriuf, 4w. 
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But tugg'd and pull'd on th' other Bide,- 
Like scriv'ner newly crucifiM ; 
Or like tlie late corrected leathern 
Ears of the circumcised brethren. 
But gentle Tnilla into th* ring 
He wore in^s nose, conveyM a string. 
With which she marchM oefore, and led 
The warrior to a grassy bed. 
As authors write, in a cool shade, 
Which eglantine and roses made ; 
Close by a softly murmuring stream, 
Where lovers usM to loll and dream. 
There leaving him to his repose, 
Secured from pursuit of foes. 
And wanting nothing but a song, 
And a well-tunM theorbo hung 
Upon a bough, to ease the pain 
His tuggM ears suffered, with a strain. 
They both drew up, to march m quest 
Of ms great leader and the rest. 

For Orsin (who was more renownM 
For stout maintaining of his ground 
In standing fight, than for pursuit, 
As being not so quick of foot) 
Was not long able to keep pace 
With others that pursued the chase; 
But found himself left far behind. 
Both out of^ heart and out of wind : 
GrievM to behold his bear pursued 
So basely by a multitude ; 
And like to fall, not by the prowess, 
Bat numbers of his coward foes. 
He raf M and kept as heavy a coil at 
Stout liercules for loss of Hylas; 
Forcing the vallejys to repeat 
The accents of his sad regret. 
He beat his breast, and tore his hair, 
For loss of his dear ciy>ny bear ; 

153. Pryn, Battwick, and Burton, wbo laid dowi 
their ears m proxies for their profession of tbe godlj 
party, not long after maintained their rif^t and title U 
tbe pillory to be as good and lawful as Uudn wlio fin 
«f ail tpok p9ticMion ofH la their nanofi* 
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]cho, from the hollow ground, 
leful w&ilings did resound 190 

(rifltfullv, by many times, 
n small poets splay-foot rhymes, 
nake her, in their rueful stories, 
iwer to int^ogatories, 
ost unconscionably depose 195 

tigs of which she nothing knows ; 
hen she has said all she can say, 
rested to the lover's fanc^. 
he, O whither, wicked Bruin, 
)U fled f to my — Echo, Rum. 900 

rht th' hadst scomM to budge a step 
u*. Quoth £cho. Marry guep. 
it I here to take thy part ? 
whnt has quaU'd thy stubborn heart? 
;hese bones rattled, and this head 205 
3n in thy quarrel bled ? 
d I ever winch or grudge it, 
V dear sake. Quoth £e. Mum budget 
m thou 'twill not be laid i^ th^ dish 
ium'dst thy back ? Quoth Echo, Pish. 210 
1 from those th' hadst overcome 
cowardly ? Quoth Echo, Mum. 
hat a vengeance makes thee fiy 
me, too, as thine enemy ? 
hou hast no thought of me, 215 

hat I have endur'd for thee, 
ame and honour niight prevail 
Bp thee thus from turning tail : 
ho would grud£^ to spend his bkM>d in 
nour's cause ? Quoth she, A puddin. 220 
Gud, his grief to anger turned, 
I in his manly stomach bumM ; 
of revenge, and wrath, in place 
row,^ow began to blaze, 
w'd the authors of his wo 225 

d equal vengeance undergo ; 
/ith their bones and flesh pay dear 
hat he sufier'd, and his bear. 
I'ing resoly'd, with equal speed 
age he hasted to proceed 230 
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To action straight ; and giving o'er 

To search for Bruin any more, 

He went in quest of Hubibras, 

To find him out, where'er he was : 

Andfif he were above ground vowM 935 

He'd ferret him, lurk where he would. 

But scarce had he a furlong on 
This resolute adventure gone. 
When he encountered with that crew 
Whom Hudibras did late subdue. 240 

Honour, revenge, contempt, and shame, 
Did equally their breasts inflame. 
'Monff these the fierce Magnano was, 
And Talgol, foe to Hudibras ; 
Cerdon and Colon, warriors stout, 345 

And resolute, as ever fought ; 
Whom iurioos Orsin thus beerooke : 
Shall we (quoth he) thus basely brook 
Tlie vile amont that paltry ass, 
And feeble scoundrel Humbras, 260 

With that more paltry ragamuffin, 
Ralpbo, with vapouring imd huffing, 
Have pat upon us like tame cattle, 
As if th' had routed us in battle ! 
For my part, it shall ne'er be^uud, 255 

I for tne washing cave my head : 
Nor did I turn myoack for fear 
O' th' rascals, but loss of my bear. 
Which now Pm like to undergo ; 
For whether those fell wounds, or no, 900 
He has receiy'd in fight, are mortal, 
2s more than all my skill can fi>retel ; 
Nor do I know what is become 
Of him, more than the p<^e of Rome. 
Butif leanbutfind'themout ^ 905 

That caus'd it («8 1 shall, no doabt^ 
'^Hiere'er th' itf>]ll]g|eer*mugser lurk) 
111 make them nietheir handy-work. 
And wish that they had rather dar^d 
To pnll the devil by the beard. 271 

Quoth Cerd<m, Noble Oinn, th' faast 
mtt itMoa to do M thoQ fay 'irtt, 
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> has ev'ry body here, 
U as thou hast or thy bear. 
I may do as they see good ; 275 

this twi£ be made of wood 
wijl hold tack, V\\ make the fut 
>ut the ears of that old cur ; 
i' other mongrel vermin, Ralph, 
)ravM us all in his behalf. 280 

ear is safe, and out of peril, 
fh l^gM indeed, and wounded very ill ; 
fana Trulla made a shift 
.p him out at a dead lift ; 
aving brought him bravely off, 5285 

left him where he^s safe enough : 
let him rest ; for if we stay, 
aves may hap to get away. 
3 said, they all engaged to join 
forces in the same design ; 290 

)rthwith put themselves in search 
dibras upon their march. 
; leave we them awhile, to tell 
the victorious Knight befel : 
ich, Crowdero beinff fast S05 

igeon shut, we leftliim last, 
iphant laurels seemM to grow 
lere so sreen as on his brow ; 
; with which, as well as tir'd 
conquering toil he now retir'd 300 

I neighbVmg castle by, 
it his body, and apply 
)d'cines to each elonous bruise 
t in fight, reds, blacks, and blues ; 
)llify the uneasy pang 305 

ry honourable ban^, 
ih^ing by skilful midwife drest, 
d him down to take his rest. 
1 in vain. IV had got a hurt 
inside, of a deadher sort, 310 

ipid made, who took his stand 
a widow's jointure land 
16, in all his am'rous battles, 
vantage fiads like goods and chatt^lfj 
£ 
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Drew home his bow, and, aiming right, 

Let fly an arrow at the Knight : 

The shaft against a rib did glance. 

And £all'd him in the purtenance ; 

But time had somewhat 'suagM his pain. 

After he found his suit in vain. 

For that proud dame, for whom his soul 

Was burnt in 's belly like a coal 

(That belly which so ofl did ake 

And suffer griping for her sake, 

Till purging comnts and ants^-eggs 

Had almost brought him oflThis legs,) 

UsM him so like a base rascaUion, 

That old Pyg — (what d* y' call him) malion. 

That cut his mistress out of stone. 

Had not so hard a hearted one. 33 

She had a thousand Jadish tricks. 

Worse than a mule that flings and kicks ; 

'Mong which one cross-grainM freak she had, 

As insolent as strange and mad ; 

She could love none, but only such 

As scom'd and hated her as much. 

'Twas a strange riddle of a lady : 

Not love, if any lov'd her ! Hey-dey ! 

So cowards never use their might, 

But against such as will not fight ; 

So some diseases have been found 

Only to seize upon the sound. 

He that gets her by heart, must say her 

The back way, like a witch's prayer. 

Meanwhile the Knight had no small task 34 

To compass what he durst not ask. 

He loves, but dares not make the motion ; 

Her ignorance is his devotion ; 

328. Pygmalion, king of Tyre, was the son of Ma 
genuB, or Mecbres, whom he succeeded, and lived ' 

Sears, whereof be reigned 47. Dido, his sister, was i 
ave governed with liiro, but it was pretended tbe sul 
jeets thought it not convenient. She married Sicheu 
who was the king's uncie, and very rich ; wherefore 1 
put him to death ; and Dido soon after departed the luoj 
dom. Poets say, Pygmalion was punished for the hatrt 
be bore to women with tbe love he had to a statue. 
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tiff vile, that, for misdeed, 

ith his face to rump of steed, 350 

ig flcuU, he^s fain to love, 

e way, and another move ; 

i tumbler, that does play 

e, and look another way, 

feize upon the cony ; 355 

le does by matrimony : 

Q vain ; her subtle snout 

:kly wind his meaning out ; 

he returned with too much scorn 

r man of honour borne : 360 

h he bore, until the distress 

rM from his spiteful mistress 

his stomach ; and the pain 

mdurM from her disdain, 

regret so resolute, 365 
resoTv'd to waive his suit, 

ler to renounce her quite, 

while play least in sight. 

}lution b'ing put on, 

some months, and more had done, 370 

g brought so nigh by fate, 

ory he achieved so late 

lis thoughts affog, and ope 

JO discontinu'd hope, 

im'd to promise he might win 375 

e too, now his hand was in ; 

t his valour, and the honour 

lewly gain'd, might work upon her. 

lasons made his mouth to water 

iVous lonmngs to be at her. 380 

1 he, unto nimself, Who knows 
brave conquest o'er my foes 

ch her heart, and make that stoop, 

now have forcM the troop? 

ig can oppugn love, 385 

:ue invious ways can prove, 

ay he not confide to do 

n£8 both love and virtue too ? 

ibrinff'st valour too and wit : 

ngs that seldom fail to hit. ^^ 
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Valour ^B a mouse-trap, wit a gin. 

Which women ofl are taken in. 

Then, Hudibras, why shoold'st thou lear 

To be, that art a conqueror? 

Fortune th' audacious doth Juvare, 395 

But lets the timidoiis miscany. 

Then while the honour thou Last got 

Is spick and span new, piping hot, 

Strike her up bravely, uiou badst beat, 

And trust thy fortune with the rest. 400 

Sudi thoughts as these the Knight did keqi. 
More than his bangs or fleas, from sleep. 
And as an owl, that in a bam 
Sees a mouse creeping in the com, 
Sits still, and shuts his round blue eyes, 405 
As if he slept, until he spies 
The little beast within his reach. 
Then starts, and seizes on the wretch ; 
So from his couch the Knight did start 
To seize upon the widow^s heart ; 410 

Crying with hasty tone, and hoarse, 
Raipho, dispatch ; to horse, to horse. 
And Hwas but time ; for now the rout, 
We left engagM to seek him out. 
By speedy marches, were advanc'd . 415 

Up to the fort, where he ensconcM ; 
And all the avenues had possest 
About the place, from east to west. 

That done, a while they made a halt, 
To view the ground, and where t' assault: 4StO 
Then caird a council, which was best, 
Bv siege or onslaught, to invest 
Tne enemy; and Twas agreed 
By storm and onslaught to proceed. 
This b'ing resolv'd, in comely sort 425 

They now drew up t' attack the fort: 
When Hudibras, about to enter 
Upon another-gates adventure, 
To Raipho calFd aloud to arm. 
Not dreaming of approaching stomi. 490 

Whether dame Fortune, or the oan 
Of angel bad or tutelar. 
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Did arm, or thrust him on a danger 

To which he was an utter stranger, 

That foresight might or might not, blot 435 

The glory he had newly ^t ; 

Or to his shame it might oe said. 

They took him napping in his bed ; 

To uem we leave it to expound, 

That deal in sciences profound. 440 

His coofiser scarce he had bestrid. 
And Ralpho that on which he rid. 
When setting ope the postern cfate. 
Which they thought best to sally at. 
The foe appeared, drawn up and, drill'd, 445 
Ready to charge them in the field. 
This somewhat startled the bold Knight, 
Surprised with th^ unexpected si^ht : 
The bruises of his bones and flew 
He thought began to smart afresh ; 450 

Till recollecting wonted courage, 
His fear was soon converted to ra^e, 
And thus he spoke : The coward foe 
Whom we but now ^ave quarter to. 
Look, yonder^s rally d, and appears 455 

As if they had outrun their fears. 
The glory we did lately get. 
The Fates command us to repeat ; 
And to their wills we must succomb, 
Quocunque trahunt, 'tis our doom. 460 

Tlus is the same numeric crew 
Which we so lately did subdue ; 
The self-same individuals that 
Did run as mice do from a cat. 
When we courageously did wield 465 

Our martial weapons in the field. 
To tug for victoi^ ; and when 
We shall our shining blades agen 
Brandish in terror o er our heads, 
Hieyll straight resume their wonted dreadi.470 
Fear is an affue, that forsakes 
And haunts by fits those whom it takei; 
And theyll opine they feel tlie pain 
And blows they felt to-day again. 
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Then let lu boldly diarge them home, 475 
And make no doubt to overcome. 

This said, his courage to inflame, 
He callM upon his mistress' name. 
His pistol next he cockM anew, 
And out his nut-brown whinyard drew ; 48D 
And, placing Ralpho in the m>nt, 
Reserv'd himself to bear the brunt. 
As expert warriors use : then ply'd 
With u*on heel his courser's side. 
Conveying ^mpathetic speed 485 

From heel of Knight to heel of steed. 

Meanwhile the foe, with equal rage 
And speed, advancing to engage ; 
Both parties now were drawn so close, 
Almost to corae to handy-blows : 490 

When Orsin first let fly a stone 
At Ralpho ; not so huge a one 
As that which Diomeadid maul 
iEneas on the bum withal ; 
Yet big enough, if rightly hurPd, 495 

T' have sent nim to another world. 
Whether above ground, or below, 
Which saints twice dipt are destinM to. 
The danger startled the bold Squire, 
And made him some few steps retire ; 500 
But Hudibras advanced to' 's aid, 
And rous'd his spirits, half dismay'd. 
He, wisely doubting lest the shot 
Of th' enemy, now growing hot, 
BUght at a distance galU press'd close, 505 
To come pell-mell to handy -blows, 
And, that he might their aim decline, 
Advanc'd still in an oblique line ; 
But prudently forbore to fire. 
Till breast to breast he had got ni^er, 510 
As expert warriors use to do 
When hand to hand they charge their fiw. 
This order the adventurous K^ht, 
Most soldier-like, obeerv'd in fight, 
When Fortune (as she's wont) tum'd ficUe, 515 
And for the foe began to stickle. 
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The more shame for her goodyship, 

To give so near a friend &e sUp. 

For Colon choosing out a stone, 

Levell'd so right, it thumpM upon 520 

His manly paunch with such a force, 

As almo0t beat him off his horse. 

He lost his whinyard, and the rein ; 

But laying fast hold of the mane, 

Preserved his seat : and as a goose 525 

In death contracts his talons close, 

So did the Knight, and with one daw 

The trigger of his pistol draw. 

The gun went off: and as it was 

Still »ital to stout Hudibras, 530 

In all his feats of arms, when least 

He dreamt of it, to prosper best. 

So now he far'd : the shot, let fly 

At random 'mong the enemy, 

Pierc'd TalgoFs gaberdine, and grazing 535 

Upon his shoulder, in the passing 

Lodg'd in Magnano^s brass habergeon. 

Who straight, A surgeon 1 cry'd, a surgeon ! 

He tumbled down, and, as he fell. 

Did Murther ! Murther I Murther ! yell. 540 

This stuUed their whole body so. 

That if the Knight had not let go 

His arms, but been in warlike plight, 

H' had won (the second time) the fight; 

As, if the Squire had but fall'n on, 545 

He had inevitably done : 

But he, diverted with the eare 

Of Hudibras his hurt, forbare 

To press th' advantage of his fortune, 

While danger did the rest dishearten : 550 

For he with Cerdon b'ing engagM 

In close encounter, they both wag'd 

The fight so well, 'twas hard to say 

Which side was like to get the day. 

And now the busy work of death 555 

Had tirM them, so th' agreed to breathe, 

Preparing to renew the fight, 

When the disaster of the Knight, 
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And th' other paortjt did divert 

Xheir fell intent, and forcM them part 560 

Rjib>ho pressM up to Hudibras, 

ilAcT Cerdon where Magnano was ; 

Each strivmg to confirm his party 

With stout encouragements and hearty. 

Quoth Ralpho. Courage, valiant Sir, 565 
And let revenge and honour stir 
Tom' spirits up : once more fall on, 
The flhatter'd foe begins to run : 
For if but half so weU you knew 
To use your victory as subdue, 570 

They durst not, after such a blow 
Ab you have given them, face us now ; 
But from so formidable a soldier 
Had fled like crows when they smell powder. 
Thrice have they seen your sword aloft 575 
WavM o^er their heads, and fled as oft ; 
But if you let them recollect 
Their spirits, now dismay 'd and check'd, 
Tou'll have a harder game to play 
Than yet y' have had to get the day. 580 

Thus spoke the stout Squire ; but was heard 
By Hudibras with small regard. 
His thoughts were fuller of the bang 
He lately took, than Ralph's harangue ; 
To which he answered, Cruel Fate 585 

Tells me thy counsel comes too late. 
The knotted blood within my hose, 
That from my wounded body flows, 
With mortal crisis doth portend 
My days to appropinque an end. 590 

I am for action now unfit, 
Either of fortitude or wit: 
Fortune, my foe, begins to frown, 
ResolvM to pull my stomach down. 
I am not apt, upon a wound, 595 

Or trivial basting, to despond : 
Tet Vd be loth my days to curtaU : 
For if I thought my wounds not mortal, 
Or that wen time enough as yet 
To make an hon'raUe retreat, ttft 
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e the best course : but if they find 
f^ and leave our arms behind 
.em to seize on^ the dishonour, 
anger too, is such, 111 sooner 
to it boldly, and take quarter, 605 

them see I am no starter, 
the trade of war, no feat 
ler than a brave retreat : 
ose that run away, and fly, 
place at least of th^ enemy. 610 

3 said, the Squire with active speed, 
•unted from his bony steed, 
ze the arms, which, by mischance, 
om the bold Knight in a trance, 
being found out, and restor'd 615 

tdibras, their natural lord, 
lan may say, with might and main 
sted to get up agun. 
he essayM to mount alofl, 
f his weighty bum, as oft 620 

8 puird oaok, till having found 
vantage of the rising ground, 
ir he led his warlike steed, 
aving placM him right, with speed 
'dagam to scale the beast; 625 

Orsm, who had newly dress'd 
oody scar upon the shoulder 
Igol with Promethean powder, 
ow was searching for the shot 
aid Magnano on the spot, 630 

I the sturdy Squire aforesaid 
inff to climb up his horse^ side. 
t his cure, and laying hold 
lis arms, with courage bold, 
out, 'Tis now no time to dally, 635 

lemy begin to rally ; 
, that are unhurt and whole, 
1, and happy man he's dole. 
1 said, like to a thunderbolt, 
w with fury to th' assault, 640 

ig the enemy to attack 
I he reachM his horse^s back. 
E2 
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Ralpho was mounted now, and gotten 

O'erthwart his beast with active vaulting, 

Wriggling his body to recover 645 

His seat, and cast his right leg over ; 

When Orsin, rushing in. bestow'd 

On horse and man so heavy a load, 

liie beast was startled, and begun 

To kick and flmg like mad. and run, 650 

Bearing the tough Squire like a sack, 

Or stout king Richard, on his back; 

Till stumbling, he threw him down. 

Sore bruisM, and cast into a swoon. 

Meanwhile the Knight be^an to rouse ^ 655 

The sparkles of his wonted prowess : 

He thrust his hand into his hose, 

And found, both by his eyes and nose, 

'Twas only choler, and not blood, 

That from his wounded body flow'd. 660 

This, with the hazard of the Squire, 

Inflam'd him with despiteful ire : 

Courageously he facM about, 

And drew his otlier pistol out, 

And now had half way bent the cock, 665 

When Cerdon gave so fierce a shock. 

With sturdy truncheon, 'thwart his arm, 

That down it fell, and did no harm : 

Then stoutly pressing on with speed. 

Assayed to pull lum off his steed. 670 

The Knight his sword had only left. 

With which he Cerdon s head had clefl. 

Or at the least cropt off a limb. 

But Orsin came, and rescued him. 

He, with his lance, attacked the Knight 675 

Upon his quarters opposite : 

But as a bark, that in foul weather, 

Toss'd by two adverse winds together, 

Is bruis a, and beaten to and firo. 

And knows not which to turn him to ; 680 

So far'd the Knight between two foes, 

And knew not which of them t^ oppose ; 

TXIl Orsin, charging wilh his lance 

At Hudibras, by spitefhl chance 
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srdon such a bang, as slunnM 685 

lid him fiat upon the ground. 
3 tho Knight began to cheer up, 
aisin^ up himself on stirrup, 
out, Victoria ! lie thou there, 
shall straight dispatch another, 690 
ir thee company in death ; 
"st ril halt a while, and breathe : 
11 he might ; for Orsin, ffrievM 
wound that Cerdon had received, 
> reUeve him with his lore, 695 

ire the hurt he gave before, 
irhile the Knight had wheeKd about, 
athe himself, and next find out 
vantage of tlie ground, where best 
ht the ruflled foe infest. 700 



C 



g resolv'd, he spurr'd his steed, 
I at Orsin with full speed, 
he was busy in the care 
don's wound, and unaware ; 
was quick, and had already 705 

he part apply'd remedy ; 
3emg th^ enemy prepared, 
jp, and stood upon his guard, 
like a warrior right expert 
ilful in the martial art. 710 

btle Knight straight made a halt, 
d^'d it best to stay th' assault, 
e had reliev'd the Squire, 
en in order to retire ; 
occasion should invite, 715 

orces ioinM renew the fight. 
>, by this time disentranc'd, 
lis bum himself advanc'd, 
h sorely bruis d ; liis limbs all o'er 
uthless bangs were stiff and sore. 720 
fain he woiud have got upon 
t again, to get him gone, 
Hudibras to aid him came : 
he (and callM him by his name,) 
re ! the day at length is ours ; 7S5 

B ooice more, as conquerors^ 



1 



81 HUDIBRAS. 

Htve irath tiie field and honour won : 

The foe is profligate, and ran. 

I mean all such as can ; for some 

This hand hath sent to their long home ; 790 

And some lie sprav^liuf on the groond, i 

With many a ffash and bloody wound. 

CcBsar himselfcould never say 

He got two victories in a day, 

As f have done, that can say, Twice I 735 

In one day, Veni, Vidi, Vici. 

The foe's so numerous, that we i 

Cannot so often vincere 

As they perire, and yet enow 

Be left to strike an i^r-blow ; 740 

Then, lest they rallv, and once more 

Put us to fi^ht the business o'er, 

Get up, ana mount thy steed : Dispatchi 

And let us both their motions watcn. 

Quoth Ralph, I should not, if I were 745 
In case for action, now be here : 
Nor have I turn'd my back, or hang'd 
An arse, for fear of bieing bang'd. 
It was for you I got these harms. 
Adventuring to fetch off your arms. 750 

The blows and drubs I have receiv'd 
Have bruis'd my body, and bereavM 
My limbs of strength. Unless you stoop, 
And reach your hand to pull me up, 
I shall lie here, and be a prey 755 

To those who now are run away. 

That thou shalt not (quoth Hudibras ;) 
We read the ancients hedd it was 
More honourable far, servare 
Civem, than slay an adversarv : 760 

The one we oft to-day have flone. 
The other shall dispatch anon : 
And though th' art of a different church« 
I will not leave thee in the lurch. 
This said, ho jogg'd his good steed nigher, 765 
And steor'd him gently towards the Squire ; 
Tlien bowing down his body, stretch'd 
His hand out, and at Ralplio reach'd ; 

V 
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Tnilk, whom he did aot mind, 

■d him like 1 

id been Ions in Be. 

Lno^B woimdf to find it out ; 

luld find none, nor whers the abot, 

lad Ki startled him, wiu got ; 

wing found the irorat wan put, 

Utoherown work&tlul, 

illige of the priscaiers, , 

I in all feats of uma was ham ; 

ow to plunder Ralph she flew, 

Hudibruhia hard fats drew 
; for, aa fae bow'd 






ahe laid a load 



10 heavy, and plac'd at 
>lher tide, that down he fell. 
KOundrel bam (quoth she,) or die 
lb la mLnei and Ubertj : 
Ihou think'et I took thee tardy, 
u'st presume to be ao hardy, 
thy fortune o'or afresh, 
ive my title to thy 9eBh ; 
rm» and baggage, now my tight; 
Tthou haat theheart lo try "t, 
d thee back thyself a while. 



ir that CB 






upoD tick.—Quoth Hudibnu, 

offer'et nobly, Valiant lasa, 

shall lake thes at thy word. 

)t me rise and take my sword ; 

word which has so oil this dsy 

gh aquadrons of myfoea made way, 800 

line to other worlds dixpatch'd, 

'itb a feeble spinater malch'd, 

lush with blood ignoble stun'd. 



thou 'It take m' advice 
ler whilst thou raay'at, 
Brrupt a victor's course 
oaing such a trivial force ; 
with coaqueat I come oif 
imt I ahall do, sure enough,) 



thia, 
bat lis 



805 
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u canst not have, nor grace, 
rms, in such a case ; 
I now do offer freely, 
th she) thou coxcomb silly 
er hand upon her breech, 815 

w much she prizM his speech,) 
counsel from a foe ; * 

t force me to it, do. 
lould again be said, 
e once more won thy head, 820 
lapping, unprepared, 
stake thee to thy guard, 
she to her tackle fell. 
Knight let fall a peal 
fierce, and pressed so home, 825 
r'd, and follow'd 's bum. 
quoth she) or yield to mercy : 
ting arsie-versie 

:hy turn. — This stirrM his spleen 
he danger he was in, 830 

iC felt, or was to feel, 
^ already made him reel, 
pight, revenge, and shame, 
• his stomach came, 
it so, he raised his arm 835 

ead, and rain'd a storm 
terrible and thick, 
int to hash her quick, 
n her truncheon took them, 
[ue diversion broke them, 840 
opportunity 
ack with usury, 
she fail'd not of; for now 
with one dead-doing blow 
> decide the fight, 845 

h quick and cuunuig sleight 
the force and weight 
ipon it was so great, 
i^ay^d him to the jfround. 
le th' advantage tound, 850 

Bw ; and seconding 
oade thrust the heavy swing, 
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id him flat upon his side ; 

lounting on his trunk astride, 

t she, I told thee what would come 855 

thy vapourin£r, base scum. 

Till the law of arms allow 

have grace and quarter now ? 

it thou rather break thy word, 

tain thine honour, than thy sword ? 860 

1 of war to damn his soul, 

Bly breaking his parole ; 

rhen, before the nght, th^ hadst yow'd 

re no quarter in cold blood : 

hou hast got me for a Tartar, 865 

ike me 'gainst my will take quarter, 

lost not put me to the sword, 

»wardly fly from thy word ? 

»th Hudibras, The day's thine own ; 

and thy stars have cast me down ; 870 

arels are transplanted now, 

ourish on thy conquering brow ; 

» of honour 's great enough, 

need'st not brand it with a scoff: 

ims may eclipse thine own, 875 

jmot blur my lost renown. 

lot now in Fortune's power ; 

it is down can fall no lower. 

acient heroes were illustrious 

ling benign, and not blustrous, 880 

st a vanquished foe : their swords 

sharp and trenchant, not their words ; 

id in fight but cut work out 

ploy their courtesies about. 

>th she, Although thou hast deserr'd, 885 

lubberdegullion, to be served 

m didst vow to deal with me, . 

u hadst got the victory ; 

shall rather act a part 

niits my fame than thy desert. 89# 

rms, thy liberty, beside 

at's on th* outside of thy hide, 

line by military law, 

lich 1 will not bate one straw : 
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life and limbs, once more, 895 
ly forfeit, I restore, 
lunras, It is too late 
at or stipulate : 
immand st, I must obey : 
3m I expugn'd to-day 900 

party, I let go, 
m life and freedom too : 
1 bear, upon their parole, 
prisoners in this quarrel. 
, Whether thou or they 905 

ler run away, 
me : but wasH not thou 
owdero quarter too ? 
lom, in irons bound, 
Jirew^st into Lob^s pound, 910 
) lies, and with regret 
}oweIs rage and fret. 
;arcase shall redeem 
be exchangM for him. 
le Knight did straight submit, 915 
ireapon at her feet. 
)M his gabardine, 
id himself resi^. 
nd forthwith divesting 
lat she wore, said jesting 990 
d wear it for my sake ; 
t o'er his sturdy back, 
isneh, we conquer'd once, 
aws for pantaloons, 

IS and port-cannons were some of the 
8 wherein we aped the French. 

is Insula satiis Brltaiinica 

insolcns fastidiet suom, 

imis labortrt fingere, 

ri Galiicas ineptias, 

rallo ego bunc opinor ebrium ; 

tritanno, ut Galltis esse nititur 

bete, fiat ex Gallo Capue. 

Thomas JUre. 
er in Phrygia, riung oat of tlie moan- 
, and discharging itself into the river 
ir of which is of that admirable quality, 
irately drank, it parges the brain, ara 
but largely drank, it makes men fran- 



<i. 
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igth of breethea, uid Ihe gnthers, 925 
jinons, periwigs, and feathera ; 

die proud insulting lua 
I and diehled Huiubras. 
iwhils the other chunpioim, jecst 
7 of tbe fight diaperat, 930 

whm Trmta won the day, 
re in tb' honour and (he preji, 
t of Hudibras hiE hide 
engeince to be eatisfy'd ; 

^Ub thnisl herselT between, 
iding o'er his back aeeHi 
Jldi^'d o'er lier bead his sword, 
w'd Ihey should not break her word : 
I gic'n him quarter, and her blood 9jl 
ta should make thU quarter good ; 

woa bound, b; law of arms, 
him safe from farther harms, 
wn deep Crowdero, cast 945 

libraG, as jet lay fast ; 

to (he hard and ru 



made perpetual m 
'dthatHudibn 



nuieom, and supply his place. ! 

Btopp'd their fury, and the bastiiig 
towarde Hudibras nas hasling. 
lought it was but just and ri^t 
hat she had achier d in iiffbt 
■uld dispose of how ebe pteasM ; ! 
xo ought to be releas'd : 
dd that an; way be done 
ae this ehe pitch'd upon : 
a better could im^ne ? 
erefore they resolvat' engage in. ! 
light and Squire first they made 
im the ground where they were laid 
lounted both upon their horses, 
h their faces to the arses ; 
id Hudibros's beast, < 

ilgol that wMch RaJpho prtot. 
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}tout Magnano, valiant Cerdon, 

Ion, waited as a guard on ; 

ring Trulla in the rear, 

' arms of either prisoner. 970 

»roud order and array 

it themselves upon the way, 

to reach th' enchanted castle, 
itout Crowdero in durance lay still, 
with greater speed than shows 975 
imph over conquer'd foes 
t^ allow, or than the bears 
ants borne before lord mayors 
it to use, they soon arriv'd 
, soldier-like contriv'd ; 980 

rchin^ in a warlike posture, 
r battle as for muster, 
i^ht and Squire they first imhorse, 
iding ''gainst the fort their force, 
I advancM, and round about 985 

le masfical redoubt. 

led up in this adventure, 
de wajr for the rest to enter ; 
vas skilful in black art, 
than he that built the fort ; 990 

h an iron mace laid fiat 
h, which straight all enterM at, 
:he wooden dungeon found 
ro laid upon tlie ground. 
ly release from durance base : 996 

1 1^ his fiddle and his case, 
jrty, his thirsty rage 
icious vengeance to assuage : 
lo sooner was at large, 
11a straight brought on the charge, 
iie self-same limbo put 1001 

ight and Squire where he was shut ; 
leaving them in Hockley i* th^ Hole, 
mgs and durance to condole, 
1 and conjurM into narrow 1005 

ted mansion to know sorrow, 
une order and array 
iiey adyaac'd, they march'd away. 



PART r— CANTO in. 01 

ms, who Bcom'd to stoop 

le, or be said to droop, 1010 

p himself with ends of verse, 

ga of philasapbera. 

le, Th' one h^ of man, hia mind, 

>t be Inld by the heels, 1015 

the other moiety fbels. 

■train t or UbeKy 

X men pcisoners or free ; 

bitions that possess 

or raquuiimittes. 1030 

< world was not lialf so wide 
der, when he cry'd, 
1 bad but one to subdue, 
nltr; murow tub to 
who is not said 10S5 

: that ever 1 could read) 
pnt finfer i' th' eye, and eob, 

had ne^er another tub. 
tts mode two se»'ral kinds 
a in heroic minds ; 1030 

and the pasaire valiant ; 
h are pari libra gallant : 
) give blows, uid to cany, 
ro equi-necessary : 

tats, the pasQve stout 1035 

3 fbund to stand it out 
rately, and to outdo 



Vsinst the conquVin^ foe. 



blacks and blues are suggill'd, 

ay, are cudp^"'-' '"" 

and dares ni 



vulgar say, are cudgall'd ; 1040 

-'■— --' ---iies^bt. 



10 honour b;*!. 
k lease for lives to come, 
It be extended from 
lenant : tis a chattel 1045 

infeited in battle, 
in the field is slain, 
led of honour lain, 
beaten may be said 
icnonr's tnuUe-bed. tOfO 
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For as we see th' eclipsed sun 

By mortals is more ^az cl upon. 

Than when, adorn'd with all his light, 

He shines in serene sky most bright ; 

So valour, in a low estate, ^03§f 

Is most admirM and wonderM at. 

Quoth Ralph, How great I do not know > 

We may by being beaten grow ; / 

But none, that see how here we sit, ( 

Will iudge us overgrown with wit. 1060 

As girted brethren, preaching by 
A carnal hour-glass, do imply, 
Illumination can convey 
Into tliem what they have to say, 
But not how much ; so well enough ' 1065 
Know you to charge, but not draw off: 
For who, without a cap and bauble, 
Having subduM a bear and rabble, 
And might with honour have come off, 
Would put it to a second proof? 1070 

A politic exploit, right fit 
For Prcsbvterian zeal and wit. 

Quoth tiudibras. That cuckooes tone, 
Ralpho, thou always harp'st upon. 
When thou at any thing would'st rail, 1075 
Thou mak^st Presbytery the scale 
To take the height on^t, ancl explain 
To what degree it is profane : 
Whats'ever will not with (thy what d'ye call) 
Thy li^ht jump right, thou (^I'st synodicaJ ; 
As if Fresoytery were the standard 1081 

To size whatsoever 's to be slandered. 
Dost not remember how this day 
Thou to my beard was bold to say. 
That thou couldst prove bear-beating equal 
With synods orthodox and legal ? 1086 

Do if thou can'st, for I deny't 
And dare thee toH with all th^ light. 

Quoth Ralpho, Truly that is no 
Hard matter for a man to do, 1090 

That has but any guts in ^i brains, 
And cou'd believe it worth his pains ; 
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Bat since you dare and urge me to it, 
You^l find IVe light enough to do it. 

Synods are mystical bear-gardens, 1095 

Where elders, deputies, churchwardens, 
And other members of the court. 
Manage the Babylonish sport ; 
For prolocutor, scribe, and bear-ward, 
Do difTer only in a mere word ; 1100 

Both are but several synagogues 
Of carnal men, and bears, and dogs : 
Both anti-christian assemblies. 
To mischief bent, far as in them lies ; 
Both stave and tail with fierce contests, 1105 
The one with men, the other beasts. 
The diff Vence is, the one fights with 
The tongue, the other with the teeth ; 
And that they bait but bears in this, 
In th' other, souls and consciences ; 1110 

Where saints themselves are brought to stake 
For gospel-li^ht, and conscience' sake ; 
Erpos'd to bribes and Presbyters, 
Instead of mastiff dogs and curs, 
Than whom th' have Te8% humanity ; 1115 
For these at souls of men will fly. 
This to the prophet did appear, 
Who in a vision saw a bear, 
Prefiiguring the beastly rage 
Of church-rule in this latter age : 1120 

As is demonstrated at full 
By him that baited the Pope''s bull. 
Bears natVally are beasts of prey. 
That live bv rapine ; so do they. 
What are their orders, constitutions, 1125 

Church-censures, curses, absolutions, 
But sevVal mystic chains they make, 
To tie poor Christians to the stake, 
An4 then set heathen officers. 
Instead of dogs, about their ears ? 1130 

For to prohibit and dispense ; 
To find out, or to make offence ; 

1183. A learned divine in King Jameses time wrote a 
polemic work agaioMt the Pope, and gave it tbat vai- 
lucky BickDame of Tbe Pope's Bu)\Yia\Mt&. 
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From whom the institution came, 

When church and state they set on flame, 

And worn by them as badges then 

Of spiritual warfaring men) 1170 

Judge rightly if regeneration 

Be of the newest cut in fashion. 

Sure *tis an orthodox opinion, 

That grace is founded in dominion. 

Great piety consists in pride ; 1175 

To rule is to be sanctified : 

To domineer, and to control, 

Both o'er the body and the soul. 

Is the most perfect discipHne 

Of church-nile, and by right divine. 1180 

Bel and the Dragon^s chaplains were 

More moderate man these by far : 

For they (poor knaves) were glad to cheat, 

To get their wives and children meat ; 

But these will not be fobb'd off so ; 1185 

They must have wealth and power too. 

Or else with blood and desolation 

They'll tear it out o' th' heart o' th' nation. 

Sure these themselves from primitive 
And heathen priesthood do derive, 1190 

When butchers were the only clerks, 
Elders and presbyters of kirks ; 
Whose directory was to kill ; 
And some believe it is so still. 
The only diff 'rence is, that then 1195 

They slaughtered only beasts, now men. 
For then to sacrifice a bullock, 
Or now and then a child to Moloch, 

Newcomen, and William Sparbtnw, and from ttaenee 
they and their followers were called Smectymniana. 
Tbey are remarkable for another pions book, which 
they wrote some time after that, entitled The King's 
Cabinet Unlocked, wherein all the chaste and endear- 
ing expressions, in the letters that passed between his 
majesty King Charles 1. and his royal consort, are by 
these painful labourers in the deviFs vineyard turned 
into burlesque and ridicule- Their l)ooks were answer- 
ed with as much calmness and eeiiteeiness of expression, 
and as much learning and honesty, by the Rev. Mr. Sy- 
mond8,then o deprived clergyman, as theirs N««aiK.>aSft,\ 
with maMce, spieen, and laiicaUv \iivec\XNe». 
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They count a vile abomination, 

But not to slaughter a whole nation. ] 

Presbytery does but translate 

The papacy to a free state ; 

A commonwealth of Popery, 

Where ov'iy village is a see 

As well as Home, and must maintain ] 

A tithe-pig metropoUtan ; 

Where ev'ry presbyter and deacon 

Commands the keys for cheese and bacon ; 

And ev'ry hamlet^s governed 

By 's Holiness, the churches head ; ^ 

More haughty and severe in 's place. 

Than Gregory or Boniface. 

Such churbh must (surely) be a monster 

With many heads : for if we conster 

What in th' Apocalypse we find, ] 

According to th* apostle^s mind, 

'Tis that the whore of Babylon 

With many heads did ride upon ; 

Which heads denote the sinful tribe 

Of deacon, priest, lay-elder, scribe. ] 

Lay-elder, Simeon to Levi, 
Whose little finder is as heavy 
As loins of patnarchs, prince-prelate. 
And bishop-secular. This zealot 
Is of a mongrel, diverse kind ; 
Cleric before, and lay behind ; 
A lawless linsey woobey brother, 
Half of one order, half another ; 
A creature of amphibious nature, 
On land a beast, a fish in water ; 
That always preys on grace or sin ; 
A sheep without, a wolf within. 
This fierce inquisitor has chief 
Dominion over men's behef 
And manners ; can pronounce a saint 
Idolatrous or i^orant. 
When supercihously he sifls 
Through coarsest boulter others' gifts ; 
For all men live and judg^e amiss, 
Whose talents jump not jost with his. 



PART I.-CANTO IIL 97 

lay on gifts with hands, and plact 
dfest noddle liffht and ffrace, 
lanufacture or the kirk, 
I pastors are but th* handy-work 
I mechanic paws, instilling 1245 

ity in them by feeling ; 
whence they start up chosen veieelB, 
by contact, as men get measles, 
rmnals, they say, do grope 
other end the new-made pope. 1250 
d, hold, quoth Hudibras ; son fire, 
Inr, does make sweet malt Good Squire, 
A lente, not too fast ; 
ute (the proTerb says) makes waste, 
uirks and cavils thou dost make 1255 
tlse, and built upon mistake : 
shall bring you, with your pack 
Hades, t' elenchi back ; 
lut your aiguments in mood 
igure to be understood. 1260 

rce you, bjr ri^ht ratiocination, 
ive your vitiUtigation, 

This relates to the story of Pope Joan, who wis 
John VIII Flatina saith she was of English ex- 
n, but born at Mentz ; who, having disgnuod her- 
e a man, travelled with her paramour to Athens, 
the made such progress in learning, that coming 
oe, she met with few that could equal her; to 
n the death of Pope Leo IV. she was chosen to 
d him ; but being got with child by one of her do- 
9, her travail came upon her between tlie Cokw- 
heatre and St. Clement's, as she was going to tlw 
in Church, and died upon the place, having sat 
>ars, one month, and four days, and was buried 
idthout any pomp. He owns that, for the sbaine 
, the popes decline going through this street to the 
in ; and that, to avoid the like error, when any 
s placed in the Porphyry Chair, his genitals are 
r the youngest deacon, through a hole made finr 
irnose ; but be supposes the reason of that to be, 
hun in mind that he Ih a man, and obnozioas to 
cessliies of nature , whence he will have the seat 
sailed Sedcs Stercoraria. 

t. Vitilitigation is a word the Knight was passion- 
n love with, and never failed to use it upon all 
one ', and therefore to omit it, when it fell in the 
bad argued too great a neglect of b\il«»3cvi2ma^w&A^ 

thongn it meaos no morex^iui a^crt^snaXnonno^ 
sfUiif: F 
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And nuJce yoa keep to th' quettion doM. 
And argue dialecticos. 

The auestion then, to state it first. 
Is, whioi is better, or which worst, 
Srnods or bears ? Bears I avow 
Tx> be the worst, and sjniods thou. 
Bat to make ffood th^ assertion. 
Thou say'st they're really all one. 
If so, not worse ; for if th* are idem, 
Why then, tantundem dat tantidem. 
For if they are the same, by course, 
Neither isoetter, neither worse. 
But I dinj they are the same. 
More than a mag^got and I am. 
That both are animalia 
I grant, but not rationalia : 
For ^ough they do agree in kind, 
Specific mfference we find ; 
And can no more make bears of these, 
Than prove my horse is Socrates. 
That synods are bear-gardens too. 
Thou oost affirm : but I say. No : 
And thus I prove it in a word ; 
Whats'ever assembly's not impowVM 
To censure, curse, absolve, and ordain 
Can be no synod : but bear-garden 
Has no such pow'r ; ergo, 'tis none : 
And go thy sophistry's overthrown. 

But yet we are beside the question 
Which thou didst raise the first contest on 
For that was. Whether bears are better 
Than synod-men ? I say, Negatur. 
That bears are beasts, and synods men. 
Is held by all : they're better then ; 
For bears and dogs on four legs go. 
As beasts, but synod-men on two. 
'TIS true, they all have teeth and nails ; 
But prove that synod-men have tails ; 
Or that a rugged, shaggy fur 
Grows o'er Sae hide of presbyter ; 
Or that his snout and spacious ears 
Do hold proportion with a bear's. 
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's a savage beast, of all 1305 

ffly and unnatural ; 
tl without form, until the dam 
k'd it into shape and fhime : 
thy light can ne^er evict, 
ver synod man was UckM, 1310 

aght to any ot^ier fashion 
lis own will and inclination, 
thou doft farther yet in this 
n thyself and sense; that is, 
vomd^st have presbyters to go 1315 
in and dogs, and bear-war£ too ; 
ige chimera of beasts and men, 
ip of pieces heterogene; 
8 in nature never met 
MB subjecto yet. 1320 

her arguments are all 
lures,^ hypothetical, 
o but beg, and we may choose 
to grant them, or refuse. 
thou hast said, which I know when 1325 
here thou stol'st from other men, 
by 'tis plain thy light and gifts 
but plagiary sliifls ; 
the same that Ranter said, 
irguing with me, broke my head, 1330 
re a handful of my beard : 
If-same cavils then I heard, 
bHng in hot dispute about 
^ntroversy, we fell out : 
bat thou know^st I answer^ then, 1335 
trve to answer thee agen. 
th Ralpho, Nothing but Ui'' abuse 
nan learning you produce ; 
ng, that cobweb of the brain, 
e, erroneous, and vain ; 1340 

e of knowledge, as replete 
ers are with fraud and cheat ; 
t' incumber gifts and wit, 
inder both for nothing fit ; 
light unactivo, dull, and troubled, 1345 
iw David in SauVs doubVeX*. 
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A cheat that scholars put upon 

Other men's reason and their own ; 

A fort of error, to ensconce 

Absurdity and ignoranee ; 1350 

That renders ailthe avenues 

To truth imperyious and abstruse, 

By making plain things, iii debate, 

By art perplex'd and intricate : 

For nothing goes for sense or light, 1355 

That will not with old rules lump right : 

As if rules were not in the schools 

Derived from truth, but truth from rules. 

This Pagan heathenish invention 

Is good for nothing but contention. 1360 

For as, in sword and buckler fight, 

All blows do on the target light ; 

So when men argue, the greatest part 

O' th' contest falk on terms of art. 

Until the fustian stuff be spent, 1365 

And then they fall to th* argument. 

Quoth Hudibras, Frietf d Ralph, thou hast 
Outrun the constable at last : 
For thou art fallen on a new 
Dispute, as senseless as untrue, 1370 

But to the former opposite 
And contrary as black to white ; 
Mere desparata ; that concerning 
Presb3rtery; this, human learning ; 
Two things s' averse, they never J^et 1375 
But in thy rambling fancy met. 
But I shall take a fit occasion 
T' evince thee by ratiocination, 
Some other time, in place more proper 
Than' this we're in ; therefore lets stop here, 
And rest our weary 'd bones a while, 1381 

Already tir'd with other toil. 

1373. Disparata are tblngs separate and mUkf , frO0i 
the Latin word dispare. 
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The Kiltlii, tiy dunnible n»tldui, 



BdniunlUq 
And Itjn M, Dp 



And Itjn K Dpoa HudUini. 

Bwr In rmlm tha Lidj'a vUli, 

And cqBDliwIv Hdlchi httnU) 

Wbldi tie dafsn ; jei Dn puols 

Bedeems him fiom Ih' snchanud belt. 
Brr now t' obaervo romuitic method, 
Let bloody sleel awhile be (heathed ; 
And all those hanh and rugg;sd loiuidB 
Of boitinadoea. cuts, lud wounds, 
Eichang''d to Love'a more gentle ityle, S 

To lei our reader breathe b while : 
In whicli,that we may be as brief as 
I> powible, bj waj of preface, 
Wt not enough to make one Btrv>ge, 
That some men's fuicies should ne^r chaiige,10 
But make all people do and My 
Tlie aune things still the ulf-same way ! 
Some wrilen make all ladies purloin'd, 
Aod knights pursuing like a whirlwind: 
Olhen moke all their knights, in fits IS 

Ofjealousy, to lose their wits ; 
Tin drawing blood o' th' dames, like witches, 
Th' ore fortowith eur'd of their capricbes. 
Some alwajs thrive in their amours, 
Bj pulling plaietera off their sores : SO 

Aa cripples do to get an almi, 
Jost so do they, and win their dames. 
Some force whole regions, in despite 



Asd that which w 

1. Tbe bstlniiliig of ibli SiKond Pin mar partsfa 
■esin sDance udobrupl ID IbMo wIm da nix know Ibat 
ttwaswrmeaanpiirpoHlnlnlullonafVliiltwl ~ 
0w lbs ITUi Bodi of his jGimMs In Uw TKT nme 



niK7 nnjiit to Ii* monirwl nikatuce in tawll^fre- 
■edotts, Br «IM Uis; an in IlM power oritt* nUo. 
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iBot those that write in riiyme, ftill make 

Tlie one verse for the other^s sake ; 

*For one for sense, and one for rhymes 

1 think's snfficient at one time. 30 

But we forget in what sadpUgfat 
We whilom left the captive Kiurht 
And pensive Squire, both bruis'd in body. 
And conjured into safe custody. 
IVd with dispute and speaking Latin* 35 
As well as bastixig and bear-barang, 
And desperate oranjr course, 
To free tiunself by wit or force, 
His only solace was, that now 
His do^-bolt fortune was so low, Hb 

That either it must quickly end. 
Or turn about again, and mend ; 
In which he found th' event, no less 
Than other times, beside his guess. 

There ia a tall long-sided dame, 45 

(But wondrous light^ ycleped Fame, 
That, like a thin cameleon, boards 
Herself on air, and eats her words ; 
Upon her shoulders wings she weani 
Like hanging sleeves lin^d through with ean,5# 
And eyes, and tongues, as poets list. 
Made good by deep mytbologist : 
With these she through the welkin flies, 
And sometimes carries truth, oft lies; 
With letters hun^, like eastern pigeons, 55 
And mercuries ot fartaest regions ; 
Diiunals writ for regulation 
Of lying, to inform me nation ; ' 
Ana by their public use to brin^ down 
The rale of wnetstones in the kmgdom. 69 
About her neck a pacquet-mail, 
Fraught with advice, some fresh, some staler 
Of men that walk'd when they were dead« 
And cows of monsters brought to bed ; 
Of hail-stones big as pullets' eggB^ €S 

And puppies wh^p'd with twice two kft; 
A blazing-star seen in the we8t» 
J^jsixor eevm men at least. 
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Two trumpet! she doth sound at oiioe« 
But both of dean contrary tones ; 70 

But whether both in the same wind9 
Or one before, and one behind, 
We know not ; only this can tell, 
The one sounds vilely, th' other weU ; 
And therefore vulgar authois name 75 

Th' one Good, th* other Evil, Fame. 
This tattling gossip knew too well 
What mischi^ Hudibras befel. 
And straight the spiteful tidings bears 
Of all tcT th' unkind widows ears. 80 

Democritus ne'er laughM so loud. 
To see bawds carted through the crowds 
Or fhnerals with stately pomp 
Mardi slowly on in solemn dump. 
As she laugh'd out, until her back, 85 

As well as sides, was Uke to crack. 
She vow'd she would go see the sight, 
And visit the distressed Knight ; 
To do the office of a neighbour. 
And be a gossip at his labour ; 90 

And from his wooden jail, the stocks, 
To set at large his fetter-locks ; 
And by exchange, parole, or ransom. 
To free him from th' enchanted mansion, 
This b'ing resolv'd, she call'd for hood 95 

And usher, implements abroad 
Which ladies wear, beside a slender 
Tounff waiting-damsel to attend her. 
All which appearing, on she went. 
To find the Xnight m limbo pent : 100 

And twas not long before she found 
Him, and the stout Squire, in the pound ; 
Both coupled in enchanted tether, 
By fiurther leg behind together. 
For as he sat upon his rump, 105 

His head, like one in doleful dump, 
Between his knees, his hands apply'd 
Unto his ears on either side. 
And by him, in another hole. 
Afflicted Ralpho, cheek by jowl ; 110 
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She came upon him in his wooden 

Magician's circle, on the sudden, 

As spirits do t' a conjuror. 

When in their dreadful shapes th' appear. 

No sooner did the Knight perceive ner, 115 
Bat straight he fell into a fever, 
Infiam'd all over with disgrace, 
To be seen by her in such a place ; 
Which made him han£ his head, and acowl, 
And wink and gogrgle like an owl. 120 

He felt his brains begin to swim, 
When thus the dame accosted him : 

This place (quoth she) they say's enchanted, 
And with delinquent spirits haunted. 
That here are ty'd in chains, and scourg'd, 125 
Until their guilty crimes be purg'd : 
Look, there are two of them appear. 
Like persons I have seen somewhere. 
Some having mistaken blocks and posts 
For spectres, apparitions, ghosts, 130 

With saucer eyes, and horns ; and some 
Have heard the devil beat a drum ; 
But if our eyes are not false glasses. 
That give a wrong account of faces, 
That beard and 1 should be acquainted, 135 
Before twas conjur'd or enchanted ; 
For though it be disfigur'd somewhat, 
As if 't had lately been in combat. 
It did bdong to a worthy knight. 
However this gobUn has come by't. 140 

When Hudmras the lady heard 
Discoursing thus upon his beard, 
And speak with such respect and honour 
Botli of the beard and the beard^s owner, 
He thought it best to set as good 145 

A face upon it as he cpuM, 
And thus he spoke : Lady, your bright 
And xudiant eyes are in the right : 
The beard's th' identic beard you knew, 
The same numerically true ; 150 

Nor is it worn by fiend or elf, 
Bat its proprietor himself. 
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O heavens I quoth she, can that bo true ? 
1 do begin to fear 'tis you : 
Not by your individual whiskers, 155 

But by your dialect and discourse, 
That never spoke to man or beast 
In notions vulgarly ezprest. 
But what mahgnant star, alas ! 
Has brought you both to this sad pass? 160 

Quoth he, The fortune of the war. 
Which I am less afflicted for. 
Than to be seen with beard and face. 
By you in such a homely case. 

Quoth she. Those neeid not be asham'd 165 
For being honourably maim'd ; . 
Tf he that is in battle conquered 
Have any title to his own beard, 
Though yours be sorely lugg'd and torn, 
It does your visage more adorn 170 

Than if 'twere prun'd, and starch'd, and Ian- 
And cut square by the Russian standard, [der'd, 
A torn beard's liKe a tatter'd ensign, 
That's bravest which there are most rents in. 
That petticoat about your shoulders 175 

Does not so well become a soldier's ; 
And I'm afraid they are worse handled. 
Although i' th' rear, your beard the van led ; 
And those uneasy bruises make 
My heart for company to ake, 180 

To see so worshipful a friend 
r th' pillory set, at the wrong end. 

Qaoth Hudibras., This thi^ call'd pain 
Is (as the learned Stoics maintain) 
Not bad simpUciter, nor good, 185 

But merely as 'tis understood. 
Sense is deceitful, and man^ feign 
As weU in counterfeiting pain 
As other ffroes phenomenas. 
In which it ofl mistakes the case. 190 

But since th' immortal intellect 
(That's free from error and defect, 
Whose objects still persist the same) 
Is free from outward bruise and maim, 
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Which nought external can expose 

To g^ross material bangs or blows, 

It follows we can ne'er be sure 

Whether we pain or not endure ; 

And just so far are sore and giiey'd. 

As by the fancy is believed. 

Some have been wounded with conceit. 

And died of mere opinion straight ; 

Others, tho* wounded sore in reason, 

Felt no contusion, nor discretion. 

A Saxon duke did ^row so fat, 

The mice (as histones relate) 

Eat grots and labyrinths to dwell in 

His postic parts, without his feeling : 

Then how isH possible a kick 

Should e^er reach tliat way to the quick? 

Quoth she, I grant it is in vain 
For one that^s basted to feel pain, 
Because the pangs his bones endure 
Contribute nothmg to the cure : 
Yet honour hurt is wont to rage 
With pain no medicine can assuage. 

Quoth he. That honour's very squeamish 
That takes a basting for a blemish ; 
For what's mote honorable than scars, 
Or skin to tatters rent in wars ? 
Some have been beaten till they know 
What wood a cudgel's of by th' blow ; 
Some kick'd until they can feel whether 
A shoe be Spanish or neat's leather ; 
And yet have met, after Icmg running, ! 
With some whom they have taught that e 
The farthest way about t' o'ercome, [ni 
In th' end does prove the nearest home. 
By laws of learned duellists, 
Ijiey that are bruis'd with wood or fists, ! 
And think one beating may for once 
Suffice, arQ cowajtls and paltroons : 
But if they dare engage t' a second. 
They're stout and g^ant fellows reckon'd. 

905. The history of tbe Duke of Saxony ii nol 
atraoge as that of a bishop, his countryman, who \ 
fuJte eaten up with rats and mice. 
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Th' old Romuu ireedam did bntow, ! 
Our princes worship, witl: a blow. 
Kiiifi: P^rrhuB ciir'd hie aplenetic 
And tcatf courtJDtB with a, kick. 
Ths Neg[us. when «ame nughtj loid 
Or potBDUts's to be raBtor'd. ! 

And p&rdou'd for >oine great offence, 
With which he's wlUing to dispenBe, 
Firat has turn Uid upon his belly, 
Then beaten b»ck and ade to ■ jelly i ' 
That done, he lises, huml>ly bnw», i 

And gives thanks fbr Ihe princely blowii 
Depsrti not meutly proud, and iaatiiafi 
Of hii magni&cent rib-roaating. 
The beaten eoldier pioveb most manflil, 
Thst. like hia sword, ei.dures Uie mvU, i 
And justlj's held mora furniidable. 
The more his valour's mall eoble : 
But be that fean a bastinado 
Will run away &oin his owu sba^w : 
And though rm now in durance fatf, 1 
By our own party basely cast, 
lujuoni. exchange, parole rel'us'd. 
And worse than by Uie en'mjr us'd j 
In cloee catasta sliut, past hope 
Of wit or valour to elope: ] 

As beards the nearer that they tend 
To th' earth atill j(tow more reverend , 
And cannons ihoot the higher pitches, 
The lower we let down tlnir breediea i 
111 make thii low dejected fate i 

Advance me to a gruter height. 

Quoth she, T' have almosi made me in k 



Do lometimos eink with their own weights: 3T0 

337. Ffirtnu, kjnf of Eptrus, ss Flini ssn hid tbh 
ounll qusUtr In Dta toe, ' FnLllcls la denro pads aau 
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108 HUDIBRAS. 

Th' extremes of glory and of shame, 

Like east and west, become the same : 

No Indian prince has to his palace 

More foirwers than a thief to th* g;allows. 

But if a beating seem so brave, 275 

What glories must a whipping have? 

Such great achievements cannot fail 

To cafit salt on a woman^s tail : 

For if I thought your nat'ral talent 

Of passive courage were so gallant, 280 

As you strain hatd to have it thought, 

I could grow amorous, and dote. 

When Hudibras this language heard. 
He phck'd up^s ears, and stroked his beard : 
Thought he, this is the luck^ hour ; 285 

Wines work when vines are in the flow'r. 
This crisis then 111 set my rest on. 
And put her boldly to the question. 

Madam, what you would seem to doubt, 
Shall be to all the world made out, 290 

How Pve been drubbM, ahd with what spirit 
And magnanimity I bear it ; 
And if you doubt it to be true, 
111 stake mvself down against you: 
And if I fail in love or troth, 295 

Be you the winner, and take both. 

Quoth she, IVe heard old cunning stagers 
Say, fools for arguments use wagers ; 
And though I praisM your valour, yet 
I did not mean to bamk your wit ; 300 

Which if you have, you must needs know 
What. I have told you before now^ 
And you b* experiment have prov'd, 
I cannot love where I'm belov'd. 

Quoth Hudibras, His a caprich 305 

Beyond th' infliction of a witch ; 
So cheats to play with those still aim 
That do not understand the game. 
Love in your heart as idly bums 
As fire in antique Roman urns, ^10 

To warm the dead, and vainly light 
Thatfo on}f that see nothing by't. 
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Hove you not power to entertEiin, 
And rendor love for love again ; 

e, and force out ut beneath f 



What fate can lay a greater ci 

Thsn yoD upon yoiUEelf would fbtce ! 
For wedlock without lovo, lome my, 
Ii but a lock without a key. 
Il Is a kind of rape to marry 
One that neglects, or carea not for ye: 
I'^or what does make it ravishnient. 
But b'ing against the mind's consent ! 
A rape that is the more inhuman 
Far being acted hi a woman. 
Why are you fair, but to entice aa 
To love you, that you may despise us? 
Dut though you cannot love, you say. 
Out of your own fanatic way. 
Why ^ould yoa not at least allow 
7"ho»o that love you to do bo too ? 
i'or, as you fly me, and pursue 
Lore more averse so I do you ; 
And am by your own doctrine taught 
To pracOse what you call a fau't. 

Quoth she, If what you Bayia tnis, 
Tou muBt fly me as I do you ; 



Quoth he, To bid ine not to love, 
la to forbid my pulse to move, 
My beard to grow, my earB to prick up, 3iS 
Or (when I'm in a fit) to hiccap ; 
Command me to dibb out (he moon. 
And 'twill as easily be done. 
Love's power's too great to be withatood 
By feeble human fle»h and blood. 350 

'Twas he that brought upon his knees 
The hect'rmg, kill-cow Heroules; 
Tiansform'd his leager-lioa's skin 
T' ft petticoat, and piade him Bpin \ 



no HUDIBRAS. 

SeizM on his club, and made it dwindle ' 
T' a feeble distaff and a spindle. 
'Twas he that made empVors gallants 
To their own sisters and their aunts ; 
Set popes and cardinals agof, 
To play with pages at leap-frog. ', 

'Twas he that ^ave our senate purges, 
And fluxed the iiouse of many a burgess ; 
Made those that represent the nation 
Submit, and su£f6r amputation ; 
And all the grandees o' th' cabal { 

Adjourn to tubs at spring and fall. 
He mounted synod-men, and rode 'em. 
To Dirty Lane and little Sodom ; 
Made 'em cunret Uke Spanish jenets, 
And take the ring at Madam ~-— t 

'Twas he that made Saint Francis do 
More than the devil could tempt him to, 
In cold and frosty weather grow 
Enamour'd of a wife of snow ; 
And though she were of rigid temper, { 
With melting flames accost and tempt her; 
Which afler m enjojrment quenching, 
He hung a garland on his engine. 

Quoth slw, if love hath these effects, 
Why is it not forbid our sex ? J 

Why is't not damnM and interdicted. 
For diabolical and wicked ? 
And sung, as out of tune, against. 
As Turi( and pope are by the saints.^ 
I find Tve ^ater reason for it, I 

Than I behev'd before, t' abhor it. 

Quoth Hudibras, These sad effects 
Spring from your heathenish neglects 
Of Love's great pow'r, which he returns 
Upon yourselves with equal scorns ; 2 

371. The aneient writers of the lives of saints w 
of the same sort of people who first writ of knight- 
rantry ; and as in the one they rendered the brave ; 
tions of some great persons ridieulous, by their prodi 
ous lies, and sottish wav of describing them, so tt 
hBve abused the piety of some devout persons, by i 
jnmingeucb sLwiea on tJiem as thli apoo Bt. Frandi 
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And those who worthy lovers slight, 

Plagues with prepoBtVous appetite. 

This made the beauteous queen of Crete 

To take a town-bull for her sweet, 

And from her greatness stoop so low, 395 

To be the rival of a cow : 

Others to prostitute their great hearts, 

To be baboons' and monkeys^ sweethearts ; 

Some with the devl himself in league grow, 

By's representative a Negro. 400 

'Twas this made vestal maid love-sick. 

And venture to be bury'd quick : 

Some by thc^r fathers, and their brothem. 

To be made mistresses and mothers. 

'Tis this that proudest dames enamours 405 

On lacqueys and valets de chambres ; 

Their hau^ty stomachs overcomes. 

And makes 'em stoop tb dirty grooms; 

To slight the world, and to disparage 

Claps, issue, infamy, and marriage. 410 

Quoth she. These judgments are severe, 
Tet such as I should rather bear 
Than trust men with their oaths, or prove 
Their faith and secresy in love. 

Says he. There is as weighty reason 415 
For secresy in love as treason. 
Jjove is a bur^larer, a felon, 
That at the windore-eye does steal in, 
To rob the heart, and with his prey 
Steals out again a closer way, 420 

Which whosoever can discover, 
IIo's sure (as he deserves) to suffer. 
Love is a fire, that bumsiind sparkles 
In men as nat'ralljr as in charcoals. 
Which sooty chemists stop in holes, 435 

When out of wood they extract cooIb : 
So lovers should their passions choke. 
That, tho' they burn, tney may not smoke. 

303. The history of Pasiphae is commoD enoogh : 
nnhr tbis may be observed, that though the broaght the 
boll a son and heir, yet tho husband wan fain to father 
it, as appears by the uame ; perhaps, because beittg an 
itiand, he was within the fonr seas when the tnnnt 
was begottea. 
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'Tis like that sturdy thief that itole 

And dragffM beasts backward into's hole : 430 

So Love does lovers, and us men 

Draws by the tails into his den. 

That no impression may discover, 

And trace t' his cave the warv lover. 

But if you doubt I should reveal 435 

What you entrust me under seal, 

ril prove myself as dose and virtuous 

As vour own secretary Albertus. 

Quoth she, I grant you may be close 
In hiding what your aims propose. 440 

Love-passions are like parables. 
By which men still mean something else, 
lliough love be all the world's pretence. 
Money's the mytholoj^ic sense ; 
The real substance of the shadow, 445 

Which all address and courtship's made to. 

Thought he, I understand your play, 
And how to quit you your own way : . 
He that will win bis dame must do 
As Love does when he bends his bow ; 450 
With one hand thrust the lady from, 
And with the other pull her home. 
I grant, quoth he, wealth is a great 
Provocative to am'rous heat : 
It is all philtres, and high diet, 455 

That makes love rampant, and to fly out : 
'Tis beauty always in the flower, 
That buds and blossoms at fourscore : 
'I'is that by which the sun and moon 
.\t their own weapons are outdone : 460 

That makes knights-errant fall in trances. 
And lay about 'em in romances : 
'Tis virtue, wit, and worth, and all 
That men divine and sacred call : 
For wliat is worth in any thing, 465 

Hut so much money as 'twill bring ? 
Or what but riches is there known, 
Wiiich man can solely call his own ; 

438. Albertus Magnus was a Swedish bishop, who 
wrote a very learned work, * De Secietis Mulieriun.* 
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In which no creature goes his half, 

Unless it be to squint and laugh ? 470 

I do confess with goods and land, 

I'd have a wife at second-hand ; 

And such you are. Nor ist your person 

My stomach's set so sharp and fierce on ; 

But 'tis (your better part) your riches, 475 

That my enamour'd neart bewitches. 

Let me your fortune but possess, 

And settle your person how you please : * 

Or make it o'er in trust to th' devil ; 

Yonll find me reasonable and civil. 480 

Quoth she, I like this plainness better 
Than false mock-passion, speech, or letter, 
Or any feat of qualm or sowning, 
But hanging of yourself, or drowning. 
Your only way with me to break 485 

Tour mind, is breaking of your neck ; 
For as when merchants break, o'erthrown 
Like nine-pins, they strike others down, 
So that would break my heart, which done, 
My tempting fortune is your own. 490 

These are but trifles ; ev'ry lover 
Will damn himself over and over. 
And greater matters undertake 
For a less worthy mistress* sake : 
Yet th' are the only way to prove 495 

Th' unfeign'd realities of love : 
For he that hangs, or beats out's brains, 
The devil's in hun if he feigns. 

Quoth Hudibras, This way's too rough 
For mere experiment and proof: 500 

It is no jesting trivial matter. 
To swing i' th' air, or douce in water. 
And, like a water-witch, try love ; 
That's to destroy, and net to prove : 
As if a man should be dissected 505 

To find what part is disaffected. 
Your better way is to make over. 
In trust, your fortune to your lover, 

470. Pliny in his Natural History, affinns,tliat, *Unl 
animaliuin bomini oculi depravantur, undo co f iomi n a 
Strabomim et Petorum.' Lib. 2. 



Ill 



HUDIBRA8. 



52 



Trust is a trial ; if it break, 
'Tis nbt 80 desperate as a neck. 
Beside, th' experiment's more certain ; 
Men venture necks to gain a fortune : 
The soldier does it ev'ry day 
(Eight to the week) for six-pence pay : 
Your pettifoggers damn their souls. 
To share wim knaves in cheating fools : 
And merchants, venturing through the main, 
Slight pirates, rocks, and horns, for gain. 
T\Sb is the way I advise you to : 
Trust me, and see what I will do. 

Quoth she, I should be loth to run 
Myself all th' hazard, and you none ; 
Which must be done, unless some deed 
Of yours aforesaid do precede. 
Give yourself one gentle swing. 
For trial, and 1^11 cut the string : 
Or give that reverend head a ihaul, 
Or two, or three, against a wall. 
To show you are a man of mettle, 
And 111 enga^ mysel " to settle. 

Quoth he. My head's not made of brass, 
As Friar Bacon's noddle was. 
Nor (like the Indian's skull) so tough. 
That authors say, 'twas musket-proof; 
As it had need to be, to enter. 
As yet, on any new adventure : 
You see what bangs it has endur'd. 
That would, before new feats be cur'd : 
But if that's all you stand upon. 
Here, strike me luck, it shall be done. 
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Quoth she, The matter's not so far ^one 
As you suppose : two words t' a bargain : 

532. The tradition of Friar Bacon and tteBrasen Haai 
is very commonly known ; and, considering the times li 
lived in, is not mueli more strange than what anotlM 
great philosopher of his name has delivered np of a rin 
that being tied in a string, and held like a pendnhira 
the middle of a silver bowl, will vibrate of Itself, a 
tell exactly against the sides of tlie divining cap, t 
same thing with, Time is, time was, &c. 

533. American Indians, among whom (the sanw ' 
tAon aOrm) there are others whose sktilis are so soK 

fiw tbeirowa words, * Ut digito perCotaxV ipotsnaC 
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That may be done, and time enough, 

When you hare given downright proof : 

And yet 'tis no fantastic pique 545 

I have to love, ndr coy dwlike : 

"Hs no implicit, nice aversion 

T* your conTersation, mien, or penon, 

But a just fear, lest you should prove 

I^bIm and perfidious in love : 550 

For i£ I thought you oould be true, 

I could love twice as much as yeu. 

Quoth he. My faith, as adamantine 
As ehains of destiny. 111 maintain : 
TAie as Apollo ever spoke, 555 

Or oracle irom heart of oak : 
And if youll give my flame but vent. 
Now in close hugger-mugger pent. 
And shine upon me but Muignly, 
l^^th that one and that other pigsney, 560 
The sun and day shall sooner part. 
Than love of you shake off my heart ; 
The sun, that shall no more dispense 
His own, but your bright influence. 
lilrcarve your name on barks of trees, 565 
With trQo4oveVknots and flourishes, 
That shall infuse eternal spring, 
^d everlasting flourishing ; 
Drink ev'rjr letter on't in stum, 
And make it brisk champagne become : 570 
MThere W you tread, your toot shall set 
The primrose and the violet : 
An nnoes. perfumes, and sweet powders, 
SImU borrow from your breath tneir odours : 
NMure her charter shall renew, 575 

And take all lives of things from you ; 
The world depend upon your ^e. 
And when you frown upon it, me : 
Only our loves shall still survive, 
St^ worlds and natures to ontiive, 580 

And« like to heralds'* moons, remain 
AU creaoents, without change or wane. 

SB6. Jupiter's oracle in Eplrus, near the eitjr of Dodo- 
Aa, * Ubi nemai erat Jovi lacram. Quemeim totoii, 
In quo Jovii Dodoov^ templom fuisw anxniMa.* 
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Hold, hold, quoth she ; no mora of this* 
Sir Knight ; you take your aim amiis : 
For you will find it a Hard chapter i 

To catch me with poetic rapture. 
In which your mastery of art 
Doth shew itself, and not your heart : 
Nor will you raise in mine combustion 
Bv dint of high heroic fustian. i 

she that with poetry is won, 
1a but a desk to write upon ; 
And what men say of her, they mean 
No more than on the thing they lean. 
Some with Arabian spices strive 
T' embalm her cruelly ahve ; 
Or season her, as French cooks use 
IMieir haut-gouts, bouillies, or ragouts : 
ITse her so barbarously ill, 
To ^rind her lips upon a mill, < 

Until the facet doublet doth 
Fit their rhymes rather than her mouth : 
) lor mouth comparM to an oyster ^s, with 
A row of pearl in't — ^stead of teeth. 
Others make posies of her cheeks, i 

Where red and whitest colours mix ; 
In which the lily, and the rose. 
For Indian lake and ceruse goes. 
The sun and moon by her brieht eyes 
EclipsM and darkenn in the ^es, 
Are but black patches« that she wears, 
Cut into suns, and moons, and stars : 
By which astrologers, as well 
As those in heay% above, can tell 
What strange events they do foreshow 
Unto her under-world bdow. 
Her voice, the music of the spheres, 
So loud, it deafens mortals' ears. 
As wise philosophers have thought ; 
And that's the cause we hear it not. 
This has been done by some, who those 
Th' adored in rhyme would kick in prose ; 
And in those ribbons would have hung, 
Of which melodiously they song; 
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Tliat have the hard fate to write best 625 

Of those still that deserve it least ; 

It matters not how false or forc'd, 

So the best things be said o' th' worst : 

It ffoes for nothing when tis said ; 

Omy the arrow^s drawn to th* head, €30 

Whether it be a swan or goose 

They level at : so shepherds use 

To set the same mark on the hip 

Both of their sound and rotten sheep : 

For wits, that carrv low or wide, 635 

Most be aim'd higner, or beside 

The mark, which else they ne^er come nigh, 

But when they take their aim awry. 

But I do wonder vou should choose 

This way t' attack me with your Muse, 640 

As one cut out to pass your tricks on, 

WiUi fialhams of poetic fiction ; 

I rather hop'd I should no more 

Hear from you o' th^ gallanting score : 

For hard dry-bastings us'd to prove 645 

The readieti remedies of love ; 

Next a dry-diet ; but if those fail, 

Tet this uneasy loop-holM jail, 

In which y' are hamper'd by the fetlock. 

Cannot but put y^ in mind of wedlock : 650 

Wedlock, that's worse than any hole here, 

If that may serve vou for a cooler ; 

T' allay your mettle, all affog 

Upon a wife, the heavier dog : 

NcMT rather thank your gentler fate, 655 

That for a bruis'd or broken pate 

Has freed vou from those knobs that grow 

Ifluch harder on the marry'd brow ; 

Bat if no dread can cool your courage. 

From venturing on that dragon, marriage, 660 

Tet give me quarter, and advance 

Td nobler aims your puissance : 

Level at beauty and at wit ; 

The fairest mark is easiest hit. 

Quoth Hodibras, I'm beforehand C6S 

In that already, with your command ; 
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For where does beauty^ and high wit 
Bat in your constellation meet f 

Quoth she, What does a mateh imj^, 
But likeness and equality? 
I know you cannot think me fit 
To be th' yoke-fellow of your wit ; 
yoT take one of so mean deserts, 
To be the partner of your parts ; 
A grace, which, if I cou'd believe, 
IVe not the conscience to receive. 

That conscience, quoth Hudibras, 
Is misinform'd : I'U state the case : 
A man niay be a legal donor 
Of any thing whereof he's owner, 
And may confer it where he Usts, 
1' th' judgment of alT casuists ; 
Then wit, and parts, and valour, may 
Be alienated, and made away, 
By those that are proprietors. 
As I may m\B or sell my horse. 

Quotli (£e, I grant the case is true. 
And proper 'twixt your horse and you ; 
But whether I may take as well 
As you may give away or sell f 
Buyers, yoa know, are bid beware ; 
And worse than thieves receivers are. 
How shall I answer hue and cry. 
For a roan-gelding, twelve hands high. 
All spurrM and switchM, a lock on 's hoof^ 
A sorrel mane ? Can I bring proof 
Where, when, by whom, and what y' were 
And in the open market tolFd for?y 
Or should I take you for a stray, 
Tou must be k^t a year and day 
(Ere I can own you) here i' th' pound, 
Where, if y' are sought, you may be found 
And in tlie meantime I must pay 
For all your provender and hay. 

Quoth he. It stands me much upon 
T' enervate this objection. 
And prove myself, by topic clear. 
No gelding, as you would infer. 
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Loss of virility's averrM 

To be the cause of loss of beard, 710 

That does (like embryo in the womb) 

Abortive on the chin become. 

This first a woman did invent, 

In envy of man^s ornament; 

Semiramis of Babylon, 7] 5 

Who first of aM cut men o' th' stone. 

To mar their beards, and lay foundation 

Of sow-geldering operation. 

Look on this beard, and tell me whether 

Eunuchs wear such, or geldings either f 720 

Next it appears I am no horse ; 

That I can argue and discourse ; 

Have but two legs, and ne V a taO. 

Quoth she. That nothing will avail ; 
For some philosophers of late here, 725 

Write men have four legs by nature, 
And that 'tis custom makes them go 
Erroneously upon but two ; 
As 'twas in Germany made good 
B' a boy that lost himself in a wood, 730 

And growing down t** a man, was wont 
With wolves upon all four to hunt. 
Ak for your reasons drawn firom tails. 
We cannot say they're true or fiilse. 
Till you explain yourself, and shew, 735 

B' experiment, "'tis so or no. . 

Quoth he. If you'll join issue on't, 
111 give you satisfactory account; 
So you will promise, if you lose, 
To settle all, and be my spouse. 740 

715. Semiramis, queen of Assyria, is said to be the 
first that invented eunuchs. * Semiramis teneros mares 
castravit omnium prima.* Am. Marcel- 1. 34. p. 12. 
Which is something strange in a lady of her constitu- 
tion, who is said to have received horses into bar em- 
braces ; but that, perhaps, may be the reason why she 
afterwards thouglit men not worth the while. 

725. Sir K. D. in his Book of Bodies, who has this 
8t(M7 of the German Bny, which he endeavours to make 
good by several natural reasons ; by which those who 
have the dexterity to believe what they plewe may be 
luliy satisfied of the probability of it. 
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That never shall be done (quoth ahe) 
To one that wants a tail, by me : 
For tails by nature sure were meant. 
As well as beards for ornament : 
And though the vulgar count them homely, 
In men or beast they are so comely. 
So jantee, alamode, and handsome, 
111 never marry man that wants one ; 
And till you can demonstrate plain, . 
Tou have one equal to your mane, 
111 be torn piecemeal by a horse. 
Ere m take you for better or worse. 
The Prince of Cambay's daily food 
Is asp, and basilisk, and toad. 
Which makes him have so strong a breath, 
Each night he stinks a queen to death ; 
Yet I shall rather lie in 's arms 
Than yours, on any other terms. 

Quoth he, What nature can afford 
I shall produce, upon my word ; 
And if she ever gave that boon 
To man, FU prove that I have one ; 
I mean by postulate illation. 
When you shall offer just occasion : 
But since y' have jei deny'd to give 
My heart, jova pns'ner, a reprieve. 
But make it sink down to my heel, 
Let that at least your pity feel ; 
And, for the suffering of your martyr, 
Oive its poor entertamer quarter ; 
And, by discharge or mainprize, grant 
Delivery from this base restraint. 

Quoth she, I grieve to see your leg 
Stuck in a hole nere like a peg ; 
And if I knew which way to do't, 
(Tour honour safe) I'd let you out. 
That dames by jaU delivery 
Of errant-knights have been set free. 
When by enchantment they have been, 
And sometimes for it, too, mid in, ' 

Is that which kmghts are bound to do 
By order, oath, and honour too : 
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For what are they ronownM and famous else, 
But aiding of distressed damosels? 
But for a lady, no ways errant, 785 

To free a knight, we nave no warrant 
In any authentical romance. 
Or classic author yet of France ; 
And Vd be loth to have you break , 
An ancient custom for a freak, 790 

Or innovation introduce 
In place of things of antique use. 
To free your heels by any course. 
That might b' unwholesome to your spun ; 
Which, u I should consent unto, 795 

It is not in mjr pow r to do; 
For His a service must be done ye 
With solemn previous ceremony. 
Which always has been us'd t* untie 
The charms of those who here do lie : 800 
For as the ancients heretofore 
To Honour's temple had no door 
But that which through Virtue^s lay. 
So from this dungeon there's no way 
To honourM freedom, but by passing 905 

That other virtuous school of lashing. 
Where j^nights are kept in narrow lists, 
With wooden lockets 'bout their wrists ; 
la which they for a while are tenants, 
And for their ladies suffer penance : 810 

Whipping, that's Virtue's govemeas, 
Tufress of arts and sciences ; 
That mends the gross mistakes of Nature, 
And puts new lite into dull matter ; 
That lays foundation for renown, 815 

And all the honours of the gown. 
This suffor'd, they are set at large. 
And freed with Ikon'raUe discharge. 
Then in their robes the penitentials 
Are straight presented with credentials, 890 
And in their way attended on 
By magistrates of ev'ry town : 
And, aU respect and cliarges paid, 
They're to their ancient seats conrey^d. 

O 
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Now if yoa^ Tenture, for my sake, 
To try the toughness of your back, 
And suffer (as tl^ rest have dond) 
The laying of a whipping on 
(And may you prosper in your suit, 
As you with equal vigour do't,) 
i here engage myself to loose ye, 
And free~your heels from Caperdewsie. 
But since our sex's modesty 
Will not allow I should be by, 
Bring me, on oath, a fair account. 
And nonour too, when you have done't,_ 
And I'll admit you to the place 
You claim as due in my good grace. 
If matrimopy and han^ng go 
By dest'ny, why not whipping too ? 
What med'cine else can cure the fits 
Of lovers when they lose their wits ? 
Love is a boy by poets styPd ; 
Then spare the rod, and spoil the child. 
A Persian emperor wbippM his grannami 
The sea, his mother Venus canle on ; 
And hence some rev 'rend men approve 
Of rosemary in making love. 
As skilful coopers hoop their tubs ^ 

With Lydian and with Phrygian dubs, 
Why may not whipping have as good 
A grace ? performM in time and mood, 
With comely movement, and by art, 
Raise passion in a lady^s heart f* 
It is an easier way to make 
Love by, than that which many take. 
Who would not rather suffer whipping, 
Than swallow toasts of bits of ribbon ? 
Make wicked versos, treats, and faces. 
And spell names over with beer-glasses ; 
Be under vows to hang and die 
Love's sacrifice, and aU a lie ? 
With China-oranges, and tarts. 
And whining plays, lay baits for hearts f 

• 845. Xerxes, who used to whip the seas and i 
'In earum Btgne Eamm soUtas'ssvire flagellis.* 
£l9t. 10. 
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Bribe chamber-maids, with love and money, 865 

To break no roguish jests upon ye ? 

For lilies limuM on cheeks, and roses, 

With painted perfumes, hazard noses ? 

Or, venturing to be brisk and wanton, 

Do penance m a paper lantem ? 870 

AU this jTou may compound for noiV, 

By suffering what I ofier you ; 

Which is no more than has been done 

By knights for ladies long agone. 

Did not the great La Mancha do so 875 

For the Iniiinta del Toboso f 

Did not th* illustrious Bassa make 

IfifDself a slave for Miss's sake? 

And with buirs pizzle, for her love. 

Was tawM as gentle as a glove? 880 

Was not young Florio sent (to cool 

His flame for Biancafiore) to school. 

Where pedant made his pathic bum 

For her sake suffer martyrdom ? 

Did not a certain lady whip 885 

Of late her husband's own lordship ? 

And though a grandee of the house, 

Claw'd hbm with fundamental blows ; 

Ty'd him stark naked to a bed-post. 

And firk' d his hide, as if sh' had rid post ; 690 

And after in the sessions-court. 

Where whipping's judg'd, had honour fort ; 

This swMur you wiU perform and then 

111 set you nrom the enchanted den. 

And the magician's circle clear. 895 

Quoth he, I do profess and swear, 
And will perform what yon enjoin. 
Or may I nev«r see you mine. 

Amen (<|iioth she ;) then tum'd about. 
And bid her Squire let him out. 900 

But ere an artist could be found 
T* undo the charms another bound, 
The sun grow low, and left the skies. 
Put down (some write) by ladies' eyes* 
The moon pull'd off her veil of light, 905 

That hides her face by day from sight 
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(MveteriouB veil, of brightness nude, 
Thal'B both her lustre und her ehade.) 
And in the lantern ofllie night 
With shuiing horns hung out her light ; 
For dorbioas is the proper spbere. 
Where all blse glories use t' appear. 
The twinkling atsr* begtji to mnater, 
Aud glitter with their MJirow'd liutie. 
While sleep the woary'd world reliev'd, 
B^ counterfeiting death reviv'd. 
Hie whipping penance till the mom 
Our Tot rj tSought it beat t' adjoum, 
And not to carr; on a work 
Of such importance m the dark. 
With erring baste, but rather elay. 
And da't in the open face of day ; 

And in the mean " ' 

Ofnextietroatto 



lebiBreBt. 
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The Kulgbt iDd Bautrs, in bat ii*tiM, 
Within an ace at ralltni ont, 
Are parud wKh a luddvn frl(bt 
or maDn alarni. and lusnEer ililit ; 
Wlct vElcb •d'oiiiurini B siekTe, 

Tis strange bow aoma men> tampen n 
(Like bawd and brandy) with dispute. 
That for their own opinions stand fart 
Only to hsTe them cfaw'd and canvaat ; 
That keep their consdences in cases, 
As fiddlers do their crowds and bases, 
Ne'er to be us"d bat when they're bent 
To play a fit tbr argument -, 
Make true and Iklse, unjast and Just, 
Of DO use but to be discurt ; 
Diapala, and set a paradox 
Like a flljait boot upon the stocks, 
And stretch it more unmercifiilly 
Than Helnont, Moataigne, Wlula, m t 
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So th' ancient Stoics, in their porch, 15 

With fierce dispute maintain^ their church ; 

Beat out their brains in fi^ht and study, 

To prove that virtue is a body ; 

That bonum is an animal, 

Made good with stout polemic brawl ; 20 

In which some hundreds on the place 

Were slain outright ; and many a face 

Retrench^ of nos6, and eyes, and beard, 

To maintain what their sect averrM. 

All which the Knight and Squire, in wrath, 25 

Had like t** have si^er'd for their faith ; 

£ach striving to make good his own, 

As by the sequel shall be shown. 

The sun had long, since, in the lap 
Of Thetis, taken out his nap, 30 

And, like a lobster boiled, the mom 
From black to red began to turn, 
When Hudibras, whom thoughts and aking 
'Twizt sleeping kept all night and waking. 
Began to rub his drowsy eyes, 35 

And fix>m his couch preparM to rise. 
Resolving to dispatch' the deed 
He vow'd to do with trusty speed : 
But first, with knocking loud, and bawling. 
He rous'd the Squire, in truckle lolling : 40 
And, after many circumstances. 
Which vulgar authors, in romances. 
Do use to spend their time and wits on, 
To make impertinent description. 
They got (with much ado) to horse, 45 

And to the castle bent their course. 
In which he to the dame before 
To suffer whipping duly swore ; 

15. * In portica (Stoicorum Schola Atbenis) disctoa- 
lonim seditionibus mille quadringenti triginta 6iv«s In- 
terfeai sunt* Diog. Laert. in vita Zenonis, p. 963. 
Those old virtaosos were better proficimta ia tbeie ex- 
ercises than modem, who seldom improve higher than 
cuffing ana kiclcing. 

19. Bonum issudi a kind of animal as oar modem vir- 
tuosi from Don Quixote will have windmill8,iind«r sail, 
to be. The same authors are ofopinion, that ail sblpi are 
fishes whilethey are afloat ; but wheu Um^ «i%Ta&.«lBk 
groond^ oi laid up in the dock, \iecfQfSi« «^v^ vfiAxu 
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Where now arrivM, and half oohaiiiMt, 

To carry on the work in earnest, 50 

He stoppM, ancHpausM upon the Badflen, 

And with a serious forehead plodding, 

Sprung a new scruple in his head. 

Which first he scratch'd, and after taid— 

Whether it be direct infHncing 55 

An oath, if I should wave tiiis swingeing. 

And what IVe sworn to bear, forbear, 

And so b' equivocation swear, 

Or whether it be a lesser sin 

To be forsworn than act the thinff, 60 

Are deep and subtle points, which must, 

T* inform my conscience, be discust ; 

In which to err a little may 

To errors infinite make way : ^ 

And therefore I desire to know 65 

Thy judgment ere we farther go. 

Quoth Ralpho, Since you do enjoint, 
I shall enlarge upon th^ point ; 
And, for my own part, do not doubt 
Th* affirmative mav be piade out. 70 

But first, to state the casn aright. 
For best advantage of our light, 
And thus 'tis : Whether 't to a nn 
To claw and curry your own skin. 
Greater or less, than to forbear, T5 

And that you are forsworn, forswear. 
But first, o^ th^ first : The inward man. 
And outward, like a clan and clan. 
Have always beei\ at daggers-drawing. 
And one another clapper-clawing. 80 

Not that they really cuff, or fence. 
But in a spiritual mystic sense ; 
Which to mistake, and make 'em squabble, 
In literal fra;p 's abominaUe. 
'Tie heatbeiuBh, in frequent nse 65 

With Pagans and apostate Jewp, 
To offer sacrifice of bridewells. 
Like modem Tndi^t]a to their idols; 
And mongrd Christians of our tioftMi 
TMat expiate law witii greater crinpMBi SO 
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And call the foul aboinination 

Contrition and mortification. 

b H not enough weVe bruisM apd kicked 

With sinful members of the wicked ; 

Our vessels, that are sanctify 'd, 95 

ProfanM and curryM back and side ; 

J3ut we must claw oursielv^ with shameftil 

And heathen stripes, by their example ; 

"Which (were there nothing to forbid it) 

Is impious, because they did it : 100 

This, therefore, may be justly reckoned 

A heinous sin. Now to the second : 

That saints mi^ claim a dispensation 

To swear and n>rswear, on occasion, 

I doubt not but it will appear 105 

With .pregnant light : the point is clear. 

Oaths are but words, and words but wind ; 

Too feeble implements to bind ; 

And hold with deeds proportion so 

As shadows to a substaace do. 110 

Then when they strive for place, tis fit 

The weaker vessel should submit. 

Although your church be opposite 

To ours as Black Friars are to White, 

In rule and order, yet I grant, 115 

You are a Reformado Saint ; 

And what the saints do claim as due, 

Tou may pretend a title to : 

But saints whom oaths and vows oblige, 

Know little of their privilege ; 120 

Farther (I mean) than carrying on 

Some self-advantage of their own ; 

For if the dev'l, to serve his turn, 

Can tell truth, why the saints should scorn, 

When it serves theirs, to swear and he, 1S5 

I think there^s httle reason why : 

Else h' has a greater power than they, 

Which 'twere impiety to sav. 

W" are not commanded to forbear 

Indefinitely at all to swear ; 130 

Bat to swear idly, and in vain. 

Without 0iBlf4nterait ot gain i 
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For breaking of an oalh, and lying, 
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For having freed us first from both 
Til' allegiance and siiprem'cy oath, 
Did they not neit compel the nation 
To take and break the protesUIioa ! ' 
To swear, and after to recant 
The solemn league and covenanl ? 
To take th' engagement, and disclaiin i 
Enforced by those who first did frame it 
Did they not awear, at first, to fight 
For the king's safety and his right. 
And afler march'd lo find him out. 
And char^'d him home with horse and 
But yet stJl had the confidence 
To swear it was in bis defence . 
Did they not swear to life and die 
With Essex, and straight laid him by.' 
If that were all, for come have swore 
As false as they, if tfa' did no more. 
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And since, of all the three, not one 175 

Is left ui being, 'tis well known. 
Did they not swear, in express words, 
To prop and back the House of Lords, 
Ana after tumM out the whole* house-full 
Of peers, as dan^'rous and unuseful ? 180 

So Cromwell, with deep oaths and vowi, 
Swore all the Commons out o' th' House ; 
Vow'd that the red-coats would disband. 
Ay, marry wou'd they, at their command ; 
And troird them on, and swore, and swore, 185 
Till th* army tum'd them out of door. 
This tells us plainly what they thougrht, 
That oaths and swearing go ror nought. 
And that by them th* were only meant 
To serye for an expedient. 190 

What was the public faith found out for. 
But to slur men of what they fought for ^ 
The public faith, which ey'ry one 
Is bound t' observe, yet kept by none ; 
And if that go for nothing, why 195 

Should private faith have such a tie ? 
Oaths were not purposed, more than laWs 
To keep the good and just in awe. 
But to confine the bad and sinful. 
Like moral cattle, in a pinfold. 900 

A saint 's of th* heav'nly realm a peer ; 
And as no peer is bound to swear. 
But on the gospel of his honour. 
Of which he may dispose as owner 
It follows, though the thing be forgery, 905 
And false, t' afi&m it is no perjury. 
But a mere ceremony, and a breach 
Of nothing, but a form of speech ; 
And goe8?or no more when tis took, 
Than mere saluting of the book. 910 

Suppose the Scriptures are of force. 
They're but commissions of course. 
And saints have fireedom to digress. 
And vary from 'em, as they please ; 
Or misinterpret them, by private 915 

Instructions, to all aims they drive at. 

G2 
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Then why should we ourselves abridge 

And curtail our own privileg-e i 

Quakers (that, like to lanterns, bear 

Their light within 'em) will not sw«ar : 

Their gospel is an accidence, 

By which they construe conscience, 

Aind hold no sin so deeply red, 

As that of breaking Priscian''8 head 

(The head and founder of their order, I 

That stirring hats held worse than mtirder) 

These thinking th^ are obliged to troth 

In swearing, will not take an oath : 

Like mules, who, if th' have not their will 

To keep their own pace, stand stockH9till : ! 

But they are weak, and little know 

What free-bom consciences may do. 

'TIS the temptation of the devil 

That makes all human actions evil : 

For saints may do the same things by ! 

The Spirit, in sincerity, 

Which other men are tempted to. 

And at the devil's instance do ; 

And yet the actions be contrary. 

Just as the saints and wicked vary. ^ 

For as on land there is no beast 

But in some fish at sea 's exprept, 

So in the wicked there's no vice 

Of which the saints have not a spice ; 

And yet that thinff that\ pious in ' \ 

The one, in th' other is a sin. 

I8*t not luUculous, and nonsense, 

A saint should be a slave to conscience, 

That ought to be above such fancies, 

As far as above ordinances? i 

She's of the wicked, as I guess, 

B* her looks, her lianguaffe, and her dreoi : 

And though, like comstables, we search, 

For false wares, one another's church, 

Tet aU of us hold this for true, i 

JNo faith is to the wicked due : 

For truth is preoioos and divine ; 

Too xich a |i«arl for outnU swine. 
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C^uoth Hudibras, All this is true ; 
Yr^t His not tit that all men knew 260 

T/hose mysteries and revelations ; 
And therefore topical evasions 
Of subtle turns and shifts of sense 
Serve best with th' wicked for pretence ; 
Such as the learned Jesuits lise, 265 

And Presbyterians, for excuse 
Against the Protestants, when th* happea 
To find their churches taken nappiujf : 
As thus : A breach of oath is duple. 
And either way admits a scruple, 270 

And may be ex parte of the maker. 
More cnminal than the injur. d taker; 
For he that strains too far a vow, 
Will break it, like an o er-bent bow : 
And he that made, and forc'd it, broke it, 275 
Not he that for convenience took it. 
A broken oath is, quatenus oath, 
As sound t' all purposes of trotii. 
As broken laws are ne cr the worse ; 
Nay, till th' are broken have no force. 280 
What's justice to a man, or laws. 
That never comes within their claws f 
They have no pow r, but to admonish ; 
Cannot control, coerce, or punish ; 
Uniii theyVe broken, and Uien touch 285 

Those only that do make vm such. 
Beside, no engagement is allow *d 
By men in prison made for good ; 
For when they Ve set at liberty. 
They're from th' engagement too set firee. 290 
The rabbins write, when any Jew 
Did make to Grod or man, a vow. 
Which aflerward he found untoward. 
And stubborn to be kept, or too hard> 
Any three other Jews o' th' nation 295 

Might free him from the obligation ; 
And have not two saints powT to use 
A greater privilege than three Jewsr* 
The court of conscience, which id man 
Should be supreme and sovereign, 300 
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• 

lB*t fit should be subordinate 

To ev'ry petty court i' th' state, 

And have less power than the lesser. 

To deal wiUi perjury at pleasure; 

Have its proceeding disallowed, or 305 

AUow'd, at fancy otPye-Powder? 

Tell all it does, or does not know. 

For swearinj^ ex-officio? 

Be forcM t' impeach a broken hedge. 

And pigs unring'd at Vis. Franc. Pledge? 310 

Discover thieves, and bawds, recusants. 

Priests, witches, eves-droppers, and nuisance ; 

Tdl who did play at ffames unlawful. 

And who fillM pots of ale but half full ; 

And have no pow'r at all, no shift, 315 

To help itself at a dead lifl ? 

Why should not conscience have vacation 

As weU as other courts o^ th' nation ; 

Have equal power to adjourn. 

Appoint appearance and return : 320 

And make as nice distinction serve 

To split a case, as those that carve. 

Invoking cuckolds' names, bit joints ? 

Why should not tricks as slight do points P 

Is not th' High-Court of Justice sworn 335 

To judffe that law that serves their turn? 

Make ueir own jealousies high treason, 

^d fix 'em whomsoe'er they please on? 

Cannot the learned counsel there 

Make laws in any shape appear ? 330 

Mould 'em as witches do their clay. 

When they make pictures to destroy. 

And vex 'em into any form 

That^fits their purpose to do harm ? 

Rack 'em until they do confess, 335 

Impeach of treason whom they please, 

And most perfidiouslv condemn 

Those that engag'd tneir lives for them? 

And yet do nothuiff in their own sense. 

But what they ou^t by oath and conacienoe. 

Can they not juggle, and wiih slight 341 

Conveyance, play with wrong and right ; 
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And sell their blasts of wind as dear 

As Lapland witches bottled air ? 

Will not fear, favour, bribe, and gmdge, 345 

The same case several ways adjudge r 

As seamen with the self-same ^le, 

Will sev'ral different courses sail. 

As when the sea breaks o'er its bounds, 

And overflows the level grounds, 350 

Those banks and dams, Siat, like a sereen. 

Did keep it out, now keep it in ; 

So when tyrannic usurpation 

Invades the freedom of a nation. 

The laws o' th' land, that were intended 355 

To keep it out, are made defend it. 

Does not in Chanc'ry ev^ry man swear 

What makes best for him in his answer ? 

Is not the winding up witnesses 

And nicking more than half the business ? 360 

For witnesses, like watches, go 

Just as they're set, too fast or slow ; 

And where in conscience they're strait-lac'd, 

'Tis ten to one that side is cast. 

Do not your juries give their verdict 365 

As if they felt the cause, not heard it ? 

And as they please, make matter o' fact /- 

Run all on one side, as they're packt? 

Nature has made man's breast no windores. 

To pubUsh what he does within doon, 370 

Nor what dark secrets there inhabit, 

Unless his own rash fury blab it. 

If oaths can do a man no good 

In his own bus'ness, why Siey should 

In other matters do him hurt, 375 

I think there's Uttle reason for't. 

He that imposes an oath makes it, 

Not he that for convenience takes it : 

Then how can any man be said 

To break an oath he never made ? 380 

These reasons may, perhaps, look oddly 

To the wicked, though th^ evince the godly ; 

But if they will not serve to clear 

My honour, I am ne'w the near. 
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Honour is like that glaaey babble i 

That finds philosophers such trouble, 
Whose least part crackM, the whole does fly 
And wits are crack'd to find out why. 

Quoth Ralpho, Honour^s but a word 
To swear by only in a lord : 2 

In other meUf ^s but a huff 
To vapour with, instead of proof ; 
That, like a wen, looks bi^ and swells, 
Is senseless, and just nothmg else. 

Let it (quoth he) be what it will, 3 

It has the world^s o{Hnion still. 
But as men are not wise that run 
The slightest hazards they may shun, 
There may a medium be found Out 
To clear to all the world the doubt; 41 

And that is. if a m:iii may do't, 
By proxy whipt, or substitute. 

Though nice and dark the point appear 
(Quoth Ralph,) it may hold up and clear. 
That sinners may supply the place 4( 

Of suffering saints is a plain case. 
Justice gives sentence many times 
On one man for anotiier's crimes. 

Our brethren of New England use 
Choice malefactors to exctise, 41 

And hang the guiltless in their stead. 
Of whom the churches have less need; 
As lately "t happened : In a town 
There liv'd a cobbler, and but one, 
That out of dentrine could cut use, 41 

And mend men's lives as well as shoes. 
This precious brother having slain, 
In time of peace, an Indian 
(Not out of malice, but mere zeal, 
Because he was an infidel,) 4S 

The mighty Tottipottymoy 
Sent to our elders an envoy. 
Complaining sorely of the breach 
Of league held forth by brother Patch 

413. The history of the cobbler had been attested I 
peraoDs of good credit, wiio were upon the plaee wIh 
// rPAs done' 
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Against the articles in force 435 

Between both churches, his and oors; 

For which he cravM the saints to render 

Into hb hands or hang th' offender : 

But they maturely having weigh'd 

They had no more but him o' th' trade, 430 

(A man that serv'd them in a double 

Capacity, to teach and cobble), 

Resolved to spare him ; yet, to da 

The Indian Hoghgan iv£>ghgan too 

Impartial justice, in his steaul did 435 

Hang an old weaver, that was bed-rid. 

Then wherefore may not you be skipp'd, 

And in your room another whippMf 

For all philosophers, but the sceptic. 

Hold whipping may be sympathetic. 440 

It is enough, quoth Hudibras, 
Thou hast resolv'd and cleared the case ; 
And canst, in conscience, not refuse 
From thy own doctrine to raise use. 
I know thou wilt not (for my sake) 445 

Be tender conscience of thy i>ack : . 
Then strip thee of thy carnal jerkin, 
And give thy outward-fellow a forking ; 
For when thy vessel is new hooped. 
All leaks of sinning will be stoppM. 450 

Quoth Ralpho, You mistake the matter ; 
For in all scruples of this nature. 
No man includes himself, nor turns 
The point upon his own concerns. 
As no man of his own self catches 455 

The itch, or amorous French aches ; 
So no man does huaself convince, 
By his own doctrine, of his sins : 
And though all cry down self, none means 
His own self in a literal sense. 460 

Beside, it is not only foppish. 
But vile, idolatrous and popish. 
For one man, out of his own ddii« 
To ierk and whip another's sin ; 
Ai pedants out of school-boys' bneohti 465 
Do claw and curry their own itcbef. 
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But in this case it is profane. 

And sinful too, because in vain : 

For we must take our oaths upon it, 

You did the deed, when I have done it, 47C 

Quoth Hudibras, That's answerM soon : 
Give us the whip, we'll lay it on. 

Quoth Ralpho, That we mav swear true, 
'Twere properer that I whipp'd you: 
For when with your consent 'tis done, 47£ 
The act is really your own. 

Quoth Hudibras, It is in vain 
(I see) to argue 'gainst the grain ; 
Or, like the stars, incline men to 
What they're averse themselves to do : 48C 
For when disputes are weary'd out, 
Tis interest still resolves- the doubt : 
But since no reason can confute ye, 
m try to force you to your duty ; 
For so it is, howe'er you mince it, 485 

As, ere we part, I shall evince it. 
And curry (if you stand out) whether 
You will or no, your stubborn leather. 
Canst thou refuse to bear thy part 
I' th' public work, base as thou art? 490 

To higgle thus for a few blows. 
To gam thy knight an op'lent spouse. 
Whose wealth his bowels yearn to purchase. 
Merely for th' interest of the churches ? 
And when he has it in his claws 495 

Will not be hide-bound to the cause : 
Nor shalt thou find him a curmud^on. 
If thou dispatch it without grudgmg : 
if not, resolve, before we go. 
That you and I must pull a crow. 500 

Y' had best, (quoth Ralpho) as the ancients 
Say wisely, have a care o' th' main chance, 
And look before you ere you leap ; 
For as you sow, y' are like to reap : 
And were y' as ffood as Greorge-a-Green, 505 
I shall make bold to turn agen : 
Nor am I doubtful of the issue 
In a just quaixel, and mine is so. . 
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Ifl 't fitting for a man of honour 

To whip 3ie saints, like Bishop Bonner ? 510 

A Knif ht t^ usurp the beadle's c^ce, 

For which y' are like to raise brave trophies? 

But I advise you (not for fear, 

But for your own sake) to forbear ; 

And for the churches, which may chance, 515 

From hence, to spring a variance, 

And raise among themselves new scruples, 

Whom common danger hardly couples. 

Remember how, in arms and politics. 

We still have worsted all your holy tricks ; 520 

Trepanned your party with intrigue, 

And took your grandees down a peg ; 

New modeird th' armv, and cashier'd 

All that to legion SM£:C adherM ; 

Made a mere utensil o^ your church, 525 

And after left it in the lurch ; 

A scaffold to build up our own. 

And, when w' had done with't, pulPd it down ; 

Capoch'd your rabbins of the synod, 

And snapped their canons with a why-not? 530 

(Grave synod men, that were rever'd 

For solid face, and depth of beard ;) 

Their classic model proved a maggot, 

Their direct'ry an Indian Paged ; 

And drown 'd their discipline like a kitten, 535 

On which they'd been so long a sitting; 

Decry'd it as a holy cheat, 

Grown out of date, and obsolete ; 

And all the saints of the first grass. 

As castling foals of Balaam's ass. 540 

At this the Knight grew high in chafe, 
And staring furiously on RaJph, 
He trembled, and look'd pale with ire ; 
Like ashes first, then red as fire. 
Have I (quoth he) been ta'en in fight, 545 
And for so many moons lain by't. 
And, when all other means did fail. 
Have been exchanged for tubs of ale ? 

548. The Knlfbt was kept prisooer in £breler, and. 
after several § zcbances proposed^ bm uodairkmvN^^ 



Not but they thoo^lit me worth a ran 
Much more cDneid rable tind liandsom 
But for their own sikca, aad for fear 
They were not aafo when I was there 



Such as hised out of peccant humoui 

And, like a maggot in a, sore. 
Would that whiSi give it lifo devour ; 
It never shall be done or said : 
With Ihat he eeii'd upon his blade; 
Aod Raipho too, ae quick and bold. 
Upon hi« basket-hilt laid hold. 
With equal teadicesE prepai'd 
To draw, and stand upon his guard ; 
When both were parted on the sudden 
With hideous clamour, and a loud one 
Aa if all sorts of noise bad been 
Contracted into one loud din ; 
Or that some member to be chosen 
Had Kot the odds above a thousand. 
And, by the greatnem of his tioiEe, 
Prov'd filtoat for his country's choice. 
Tills strange surprisal put Uie Knight 
And wrathful Squire into ■ fright ; 
And though they stood prepar'd, with t 
Impetuous rancour to Join hattle. 
Both fJiQught it was the wisest course 
To wave the figbl and mount to horse. 
Arid to secure, by swifl retreating. 
Themselves from danger of worse beat 
Yet nsilfaer of them would disparage. 
By utt'ring of his mind, his courage; 
Which mode them stoutly keep their g 
With horror ^d djadain wind-bound. 
And now the cause of all their fear 
By alow degrees approach'd so near. 
They might distinguish difierant noise 
Of home, and pans, and dogs, and boy 
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And kettle-drums, whose sullen dub 

Soimds like the hooping of a tub. 590 

But when the sight appeared in view, 

The^ found it was an antique show ; 

A tnumph, that, for pomp and state, 

Did proudest Romans emulate : 

For as the aldermen of Rome 595 

Their foee at training overcome, 

And not enlarging territory 

(As some mistaken write in story), 

Being mounted, in their best array, 

Upon a car, and who but the^ ! 600 

And foUowM with a world of tall-lads. 

That merry ditties troll 'd, and ballads. 

Did ride with many a good-morrow, [borough ; 

Crying, * Hey for our town!' through the 

So when this triumph drew so njgh 605 

They might particulars descry. 

They never saw two things so pat, 

In all respects, as this and that. 

First he that led the cavalcate 

Wore a sow-gelder's flageUate, 610 

On uriuch he blew as strong a levet 

As well-feeM lawyer on his breyiate, 

When over one another's heads 

Tlioy charge (thr«e ranks at once) like Swedes. 

Next pans and kelUee of all keys, 615 

From trebles down to double haae ; 

And after them, upon a nae^. 

That might pass for a forehand stag, 

A comet rodis, and on his staff 

A smock displayed did proudly wave. 620 

Then bagpipes of the loudeet drones, 

With snuffling broken-winded tones, 

Whose blasts of air, in pockets shut, 

Sound filthier than from the gut, 

^d make a viler noise than swine 635 

In windy weather, when they whine. 

Next one upon a pair of panniers, 

Full fraught wilh that which for good maimari 

Shall here be nameless, mist with ^[raiqs, 

Which he dispensed funong the swains, 630 
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And bofdly upon the crowd 
At random round about bestowM. 
Then, mounted on a Homed horse, 
One bore a^untlet and jrilt spun, 
TyM to the pummel of along sword 
He held revcrst, the point tum'd downwai 
Next after, on a raw-bonM steed, 
The conqueror *s standard-bearer rid. 
And bore aloft before the champion 
A petticoat displayed, and rampant; 
Near whom the Amazon triumphant 
Bestrid her beast, and on the rump on't 
Sat face to tail, and bum to bum, 
The warrior whilom overcome, 
ArmM with a spindle and a distaff. 
Which, as he rode, she made him twist off 
And when he loiter'd, o'er her shoulder 
ChastisM the reformado soldier. 
Before the dame, and round about, 
MarchM whifflent and staffiers on foot, 
With lackies, groogis, valets, and pages, 
In fit and proper equipages ; 
Of whom some torches bore, some links, 
Before the proud virago minx. 
That was both Madam and a Don, 
Like Nero's Sporus, or Pope Joan ; 
And at fit periods the whole rout 
Set up then: throats with clamorous shout. 
The Knight, transported, and the Squire, 
Put up their weapons, and their ire ; 
And Hudibras, who us'd to ponder 
On such sifrhts with judicious wonder, 
Could hold no longer to impart 
His animadversions, for his heart. 

Quoth he. In all my Ufe, till now, 
I ne'er saw so profane a show. 
It is a Paganish invention. 
Which heathen writers often mention : 
And he who made it had read Gtoodwin, 
Or Ross, or CbIius Rhodogine, 
With all the Grecian Speeds and Stows, 
That besBt desciibe those ancient shows; 
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obaervM all fit decorums 

leicribM by old historians : 

e Roman conqueror, ^5 

an end to foreign war, 

the town in triumph for it, 

ive with him, in his diariot ; 

suiting female brave 

ahind her here a slave : (80 

le ancients long ago, 

ij in field defyd Uie foe, 

. their mantles della guerre, 

oud standard-bearer here 

I his spear, in dreadfiil manner, 685 

petticoat for banner. 

B and torches, heretofore 

3 before the emperor : 

I antique triumphs, eggs 

le for mysticaMntrigues, 690 

le with truncheon, uke a ladle, 

ies eggs too, fresh or addle ; 

%i random, as he goes, 

le rabble-rout bestows. 

Elalpho, Tou mistake the matter; 695 

' antiquity you smatter 

ding us'd of course, 

gray mare^i the better horse ; 

* the breeches greedy woman 

xtend their vast dominion ; 700 

9 cause impatient Grizel 

>M her husband wiHi bull's pizzlCi 

rht him under covert-baron, 

3r vassal with a murrain ; 

es their sexes shift, like hares, 705 

heir husbands like night-mares, 

in mortal battle vanquished, 

dr charter disenfranchised, 

-* Et Bibi consul 

ilacsat, curru servui portatur eodflm.* 
3ica Cocdoea solebat pridie quam dimieaft* 
Bopra pretorimn poni, quasi admonltio, et 
tunspugnc.* Lipsios in Tacit, p. M. 
the Roman emjatron were wont to bav* 
« before them (by day) io piriittB, 
t in Pertinace. Lips, in Tacit. 9. iC 
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And by the right of war, like gills, 
CondemnM to distaff, horns, and wheels : 710 
For when men by their wives are cow'd, 
Their horns of course are understood. 

Quoth Hudibras, Thou still giv^st sentence 
Impertinenthr« and against sense. 
'Tie not the least disparagement 715 

To be defeated by th' event. 
Nor to be beaten by main force ; 
That does not make a man the worse, 
Although his shoulders with battoon 
Be daw'd and cudsellM to some tune. 7^ 
A tailor's prentice has no hard 
Measure, that's bangM with a trae yard : 
But to turn tail, or run away. 
And without blows spive upthe day, 
Or to surrender ere th' assault, . 795 

That's no man's fortune,%ut his fault, 
And renders men of honour less 
Than all th' adversity of success ; 
And only unto such this show 
Of horns and petticoats is due. 730 

There is a lesser profanation. 
Like that the Ronmns callM oVation : 
For as ovation was allowed 
For conquest purchas'd without blood. 
So men decree these lesser riiows 735 

For victorv gotten without blows, 
B^ dint of^ sharp hard words, which some 
Crive battle with, and overcome ; 
These, mounted in a chair-curule, 
Which modems call a cackin^-sto(^ 740 

Milareh proudly to the river's «ide. 
And o'er the waves in triumph ride ; 
Like dukes of Yenico, who are said 
The Adriatic Sea to wed ; 
And have a gentler wife than those 745 

For whom the state decrees those shows. * 
But both are heathenish, and come 
From th' whores of Babvlon and Rome, 
And by the saints should be withstood. 
As iln^ichristian and lewd ; ' 750 
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And we as such, should now contribute 
Our utmost strugfflings to prohibit. 

This said, they both advancM, and rode 
A dog-trot through the bawling crowd, 
T' attack the leader, and still prest, 755 

Till they approach^ him breast to breast : 
Then Hudibras, with face and hand, 
Made signs for silence ; which obtained. 
What moans (quoth he) the devil's procesrion 
With men of orthodox profession ? 760 

'Tis ethnic and idolatrous. 
From heathenism derivM to us. 
Does not the Whore of Babylon lide 
Upon her homed beast astride. 
Like this proud dame, who either is 765 

A type of ner, or she of this ? 
Are things of superstitious function 
Fit to be ua'd in gospel sun-shine ? 
It is an Antichristian opera. 
Much us'd in midnight times of Popery, 770 
Of running afler self-inventions 
Of wicked and profane intentions; 
To scandalize that sex for scolding. 
To whom the saints are so beholden. 
Women, who were our first apostles, 775 

Without whose aid we had been lost else ; 
Women, that left no stone untom'd 
In which the cause might be concem'd ; 
Brought in their childten'd spoons and whistles. 
To purchase swords, carbines, and pistols; 780 
Then: husbands, cullies, and sweet-hearts. 
To take the saints' and churches' parts; 
Drew several gifted brethren in. 
That for the bishops would have been. 
And fix'd 'em constant to the party, 785 

WiUi motives powerful and hearty ; 
Their husbands robb'd, and made hard shifts 
T' administer unto their gifts 
All they could rap, and rend and pilfer, 
To scraps and ends of gold and silver; 790 
Rubb'd down the teachers, tir*d and spent 
With holding forth for Parliament : 
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PamperM and edify^d their zeal 

With maarrow-puddings many a meal ; 

Enabled them, with store of meat, 79! 

On controverted points to eat ; 

And crammM ^em, till their sruts did ake« 

With cawdle, custard, and plum-cake : 

What have they done, or what left undone. 

That might advance the cause at London f 80( 

March'd rank and file, with drum and ensign, 

T' intrench the cit^ for defence in ; 

RaisM rampiers with their own soft hands. 

To put the enemy to stands ; 

From ladies down to ojrster-wendies, 805 

LabourM like pioneers in trenches ; 

Fell to their pick-axes, and tools, 

And helpM the men to dig like moles. 

Have not the handmaids of the city 

Chose of their members a committee, 810 

For raising of a common purse 

Out of their wages to raise horse ? 

And do they not as triers sit, 

To judffe what officers are fit? 

Have they ? At that an egg let fly 815 

Hit him directly o^er the eye, 

And running down his cheek, besmear*d 

WiUi orange-tawny slime his beard ; 

But beard and slime being of one hfae. 

The wound the less appear^ in view. 890 

Then he that on the panniers rode, 

Let fly on th' other side a load. 

And quickly charged again, gave fully 

In Ralpho's face another voUey. 

The Knight was startled ^ith the smell, 835 

And for his sword began to feel ; 

And Ralpho, smothered with the stink, 

GraspM nis ; when one that bore a link 

O' th' sudden ciapp'd his flaming cudgel. 

Like linstock, to the horse^s toudi-hole ; 830 

And straight another with his flambeau. 

Grave Raphe's o'er the eye a damn'd blow. 

The beasts began to kick and fling, 

And forc'd the rout to make a ring, 
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h which they quickly broke their way, 
)Ught them off from further fray ; 
)ugh disorder'd in retreat, 
* tnera stoutly kept his seat : 
ttin£f both their swords and reins, 
-asp d with all their stren^h the manes, 
avoid the foe^s pursuit, 841 

•urring put their cattle to't ; 

all four were out of wind, 
iffer too^ ne'er looked behind. 
Z* nad paus'd a while, supplying 845 
lirits, spent with fight and nyin^, 
tdibras recruited force 
s, for action or discourse ; 
h he, That man is sure to lose 
Ills his hands with dirty foes : 850 

)re no honour's to be gained, 
)wn away in b'ing maintain'd. 
1 for us we had to do 

clishonourable a foe : 
igh the law of arms doth bar 855 

of venom'd shot in war, 
the nauseous smell, and noisome, 
ise-shot savours strong of poison ; 
ibtless have been chewM with teeth 
) that had a stinking breath ; 860 

ten we put it to the push, \ 

,d not giv^n us such a brush. ' 

bose poltroons that fling dirt 
iefilo, but cannot hurt, 
e honour they have won, 865 

ave lost, is much as one. 

ell we made so resolute 
vre retreat, without pursuit ; 
9 had not, we had sped 
orse, to be in triumph led ; 870 

lich the ancients held no state 
's life more unfortunate, 
lis bold adventure e'er 
ce to reach the widow's ear, 
)'ing destined to assert 875 

B honour, reach her heart ; 
H 
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And as such homely treats (they say) 

P(Nrtend good fortune, bo thui may. 

Vespafflan being daub'd with dirt. 

Was destinM to the empire for^t ; 860 

And firom a scavenger did come 

To be a mighty prince in Elome : 

And why may not this foul address 

Presa^^e in love the same success? 

Then let us straight, to cleanse our wounds^ 

Advance in quest of nearest ponds ; 886 

And after (as we first designed) 

Swear Fve performed what she enjoinM. 
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The Knight, with variuue doubts poaseit, 

To win thf Lady ^oes in quebt 

Of Sidrophel, Ihe Rosy crucian, 

To know the deotMiies' resolution : 

With whom b'ing met, they both chop logic 

About the science a!**rulogic : 

Till falling from dispute t< • fight, 

The Conjuror's wo rfcied by the Knight. 

Doubtless the pleasure is as great 

Of being cheated, as to cheat ; 

As lookers-on feel most delight. 

That least perceive a jugg-ler's sleight ; 

And still the less they understand, 5 

The more th' admire tiis nleight of hand. 

Some ,with a noise, and greasy light. 
Are snapt, as men catch larks by knight ; 
Ensnar'd and hampered by the soul, 
As nooses by the legs catch fowl. 10 

Some with a med'cine, and receipt, 
Are drawn to nibble at the haii ; 
And tho^ it be a two-foot trout, 
'Tis with a single hair puli'd out. 

Others believe no voice t^ an organ 15 

So sweet as lawyer's in his bar-gown, 

079. * C. Cieear auccenaenB, propter ciiram vt rrendil 
vHm non adhibitam, luto juwit oppieri oongesto per m^ 
litegin prmtntm ainum. Sueton. in Ytspas. e. S. 
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ith subtle cobweb-cheats 

catchM in knotted law, like nets ; 

ti, when once they are imbrang^led^ 

re they stir, the more they're tangled ; 

ile their purses can dispute, 21 

no end of th' immortal suit. 

s still gape t' anticipate 

inet-designs of fate ; 

y wizards to foresee 25 

lall, and what shall never be ; 

those vultures do forebode, 

events prove bad or good : 

[uore senseless than the roguery 

Lruspicy and aug'ry, 30 

t of garbages of cattle 

I th' events of truce or battle ; 

ght of birds, or chickens pecking, 

of greatest attempts would reckon : 

cheats, yet more intelligible 35 

ose that with the stars do fribble. 

idibras by proof found true, 

le time ana place we'll shew : 

with beard and face made clean, 

ounted on his steed agen 40 

ilpho got a cock-horse too 

s Deast, with much ado), 

d on for the Widow's house, 

it himself^ and pay his vows ; 

irious thoughts began to bustle, 45 

h his inward man to justle. 

ght what danger might accrue 

lould find he swore untrue ; 

8 Squire or he should fail, 

be punctual in tlieir tale, 50 

at once the ruin prove 

his honour, faith, and love. 

e should forbear to go, 

ht conclude h' had broke his vow ; 

t he durst not now, for shame, 55 

ui court to try his claim. 

s the pen'worth of his thought, 

time, and uneasy trot. 
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Quoth he, In all my past adventaref 
I ne^er was set so on the tenters ; 
Or taken tardy with dilemma. 
That ev'r^r way I turn does hem me, 
And with inextricable doubt 
Besets my puzzled wits about : 
For tho' the dame hath been my bul. 
To frro me from enchanted jail, 
Yet as a dog, committed close 
For some onence, by chance breaks loose, 
And quits his clog, but all in yain, 
He stUl draws after him his chain ; 
So, though my ankle she has quitted, 
My heart continueR still committed : 
And like a bail'd and mainprizM ioyer, 
Altho' at large, I am bound oyer : 
And when I shall appear in court, 
To plead my cause, and answer for't, 
Unless the judge do partial proye, 
What will become of me and loye ? 
For if in our account we yary, 
Or but in circumstance miscarry ; 
Or if she put me to strict proo^ 
And make me pull my doublet off. 
To show, by evident record 
Writ on my skin, IVe kept my word ; 
Ilow can I e^er expect to have her, 
Haying demurred unto her favour ? 
But faith, and iove, and honour lost. 
Shall be reduc'd t' a Knight o' th' Post. 
Beside, that stripping may prevent 
What I'm to prove by argument, 
And justify I have a tail ; 
And that way, too, my proof may fail. 
Oil ! that I cou'd enucleate. 
And solye the problems of my fate ; 
Or find, by necromantic art. 
How far the destinies take my part ! 
For if I were not more than certain 
To win and wear her, and her fortune, 
Yd so no farther in this courtship, 
To hazard soul, estate, and woruiip : 
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For though an oath obliges not 
Where any thing is to be got, 
(As thou hast provM), yet His profane, 
And sinful, when men swear in vain. 

Quoth Ralph, Not far from hence doth dwell 
A cunning man, hight Sidrophel, 106 

That deab in destiny s dark counsels, 
And sage opinions of the moon sells ; 
To whom sill people, far and near, 
On deep importances repair ; 110 

When brass and pewter hap to stray, 
And linen slinks out of the way ; 
When geese and pullen are seduced. 
And sows of sucking-pigs are chows'd ; 
When cattle feel indisposition, 115 

And need th' opinion of physician ; 
When murrain reigns in hogs or sheep, 
And chickens languish of the pip ; 
When yeast and outward means do fail. 
And have no pow'r to work on ale ; 120 

When butter does refuse to come, 

And love proves cross and humorsome; 
To him with questions, and with urine, 

They for discovery flock, or curing. 

Quoth Hudibras, This Sidrophel 125 

I've heard of, and should like it well, ^ 

If thou canst prove the saints have &eed<mi 

To go to sorcSrers when they need 'em. 
Says Ralpho, There's no doubt of that ; 

Those principles 1 quoted late 190 

Prove that the godly may allege 

For any thing Uieir privilege ; 

And to the dev'l hiniiself may go. 

If they have motives thereunto. 

I'or, as there is a war between 135 

The dev^ and them, it is no sin. 

If they by subtle stratagem 

Make use of him, as he does them. 

Has not this present ParUament 

A Ledger to the devil sent, 

140. The vritch-finder in Suffolk, who, lii the Pres- 
Iqrtsrian times, had a commissioa to discover wilch6s« 
w whom (light or wrong) he cavyoe^ iA2.Vi \A\A\aaui9A. 
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Fully impowerM to treat aboat 
FiiuiiQg revolted Avitches out ? 
And has not he, within a year, 
HangM threescore of ^em in one shire f 
Some only for not being drown'd, 
And some for sitting above ground. 
Whole days and nights, upon their breechei 
And feeling pain, were hanged for witches ; 
And some for putting knaynh tricks 
Upon green geese aid turk^-^cks. 
Or pigs, that suddenly deoeast 
Of griefs' unnatural, as he gubst ; 
Who after provM himself a witch. 
And made a rod for his own breedh. 
Did not tho devil appear to Martin 
Luther in Germany for certain ? 
And wouM have gull'd him with a trick, 
But Martin was too politic. 
Did he not help the Dutch to purffe 
At Antwerp their cathedral church ? 
Sin? catches to the saints at Mascon, 
And tell them all they came to ask him? 
Appeared in divers shapes to Kelly, 
And speak i' th' Nun of Loudon^s belly ? 

wtttiin the compass of one year ; and, among the i 
the old mnister, who had been a painfal preacliei 
many years 

159. In the be-Kinning of the civil wars of Pland 
the common people of Antwerp in a tumult broke c 
the cathedral church, to deninlith images and sluri 
and did lo much mischief In a small time, that, Sti 
wntes, there were several devils seen very busy am 
them, otherwise it had been impossible. 

161. This devil at Mascon delivered all his orac 
like his forefathers, in verse, which be sung to tu 
lie made several lampoons upon tiie Huguenots, 
foretold them many things Which afterwards cam 
pass ; as mav be seen in his Memoirs, writtes in Prei 

1ft3 The History of Dr Dee and the Devil, pnblk 
by Mt?r Casaubon, Isaac Fil, prsbendaryof Canterb' 
has a large account of all those passages, in which 
style of the true and falM angsls appears to be per 
by one and the s tme person. The Nun of Louder 
France, and all her tncks, have been seen by many 
sons of quality of this nation yet living, who have n 
rerjr good observations opon the French book Wil 
ea thai oeeaiioo. 
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Meet with the Parliament's committee 365 

At Woodstock on a personal treaty ? 

At Sarum take a cavaher 

I' th' causc'^s service prisoner ? 

As Withers, in immortal rhjrme, 

Has registered to after-time ! 170 

Do not our ijreat reformers use 

This Sidrophel to forebode news ? 

To write of victorie»*tiert year. 

And castles taken jpt i' th' air ? 

Of battles fought at sea, and ships 175 

Sunk two years hence, the last eclipse ? 

A total overthrow giv'n the king » • ' ■ 

In Cornwall, horse and foot, next spring? 

And has not he point blank foretold 

Whatsoe'er the close committee would? 180- 

Made Mars and Saturn for the cause, • 

The moon for fundamental laws ? 

The Ram, the Bull, and Goat declare 

Against the Book of Common Pray'r ? 

The Scorpion take the Protestation, . 185 

And Bear engage for Reformation ? 

Made all the royal stars recant, *' 

Compound and take the Covenant ? .. ^ * 

Quoth Hudibras, The case is cleai,' 
That saints may mploy a conjurer, 190 

As thou hast prov*d it by their practilf ; 
No argument like matter of fact is : 
And we are best of all led to 
Men^s principles by what they do. 
Then let us straight advance in quest 195 

Of this profound gymnosophist ; • . .. 

And as the fates and he advise, •• -^ i 

Punnio or waive this enterprise. 

This said, he turn'd about his steed. 
And eflsoons on th' adventure rid : 900 

Where leave we him and Ralph awhile, 
And to the conjurer turn our style, 

185 A committee of the Long Parliament, iHtiiig in 
the lrim;*8 house, in Woodstock Parle, were ferrUied 
with MVtral apparitions, the particulars whereof were 
then tJM news of the whole nation. 

107. Withers has a long story, in dogoerel, of a sol- 
4i«r in the Ung *■ army, who, b«iD% % ^Qraoofft iOi%tibar 
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To let our reader- understand 
What's useful of him beforehand. 

He had been long t Vards mathematics, 205 
Optics, philosophy, an4 statics, 
Maffic, horoscopy, astrology, 
Aiid was old dog at physiology ; 
But as a dog that turns the spit 
Bestirs himself, and plies his feet, 210 

To climb the wheel, but all in vain, 
His own weight brings him down again ; 
• ' iUid still he's in the self-same place 
Wh$re at his setting out he was ; 
*So In the circle of tne arts 215 

Did he advance his natVal parts, 
Till fallinor back still, for retreat, 
He fell to juggle, cant, and cheat : 
For as those fowls that live in water 
Are never wet, he did but smatter : 220 

Whate'er he labourd to appear, 
His understanding still was clear : 
Tet none a deeper knowledge boasted. 
Since old Hodge Bacon and Bob Grosted. 
I'h' intelligible world he knew, 225 

And all men dream on't to be true ; 
That in this world there s not a vtrart 
That has not there a counterpart ; 
Nor cai^lhere on the face of ground 
An individual beard be found, 230 

That has not in that foreign nation, 
A fellow of the self-same fashion ; 
So cut, so colourM, and so curlM, 
As those are in th^ inferior world. 

bury, and drinking a health to tho devil upon his knees, 
was carried away by him tiirough a single pane of glass. 
324- Roger Bacon, commonly called Friar Bacon, 
lived in the reign of our Edwa>d I. and, for some little 
skill he had in the mathematics, was by the rabble ac- 
counted a conjurer, and had the sottish story of the 
brazen head fathered upon him by the ignorant monks 
ef those days. Robert Grosthead was bishop of Lincolii 
in the reign of Henry ITI. He was a learned man for 
those times, and for that reason suspected by the clemr 
to be a conjurer ; for which crime being degraded hgr 
Pope Innocent IV. and summoned to appear at SooMi 
he appealed to the tribunal of Christ ; which our law- 
yen say ia illegol^ if not a pnemuniie^ for offarinf to 
sue in a. foreign, court. 
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IV bad read Dee^s prefaces before, 335 

The dev'I, and Euclid, o^er and o'er; 
And all the intrigues Hwixt him and Kellj, 
Lescus and th' emperor, wouM tell ye ; 
But with the moon was more familiar 
Than e'er was almanack well-willer ; 240 

Her secrets understood so clear, 
That some believM he had been there ; 
Knew when she was in fittest mood 
For cutting corns, or letting blood ; 
When for anointing scabs or itches, 245 

Or to the bum applying leeches ; 
When sows and bitches may be spay'd, 
And in what sign best cyder's made ; 
Whether the wane be, or increase. 
Best to set garlic, or sow peas ; 250 

Who first found out the Man i' th' Moon, 
That to the ancients was unknown ; 
How many dukes, and earls, and peers, 
Are in the planetary spheres ; 
Their airy empire and command, 255 

Their sev'ral strengths by sea and land ; 
What factions th' have, and what they drive at 
In public vogue, or what in private ; 
JVVith what depigns and interests 
Each party manages contests. ' , 5260 

He made an instrument to know 
If the moon shine at full or no ; 
That wou'd, as soon as e'er fihe shone, striught 
Whether 'twere day or night demonstrate ; 
Tell what her d'meter t** an indi is, 265 

And prove that she's not made of green cheese. 
It won'd demonstrate, that the Man ia 
The Moon's a sea Mediterranean ; 
And that it is no dog nor bitch. 
That stands behind him at his breech, 270 
But a huge Caspian Sea, or lake, 
With arms, which men for legs mistake ; 
H^ large a gulf his tail composes. 
And what a goodly bay his nose is ; 
How many German leagues by th' fcale 275 
Cape Snout's firom Promontory Tail. 

H2 
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a planetary gin, 

\a would run their own he&da in, 
I on purpose to be taken, 
h^ expense of cheese or bacon. S280 
•strings he would counterfeit 
hat crawl on dish of meat : 
les and spots on any place 
y, by the index face : 
t maidenheads by sneezing, 285 

ig wind of dames, or pissing ; 
8 and corns with apphcation 
nes to th' imagination, 
les into dogs, and scare 
ties the tooth-ache and catarrh : 290 
spirits away by dint 
horse-shoe, tioflow-flint ; 
lit of a walnut-shell, 
de the Roman slaves rebel ; 
mine in China here, 295 

pathetic gimpowder. 
nrhats'everV to be known, 
more than he knew would own : 
l^cine Hwas that Paracelsus 
£0 a man with, as he tells us ; 300 
rM slates are best to make 
surface duck or drake ; * 
linff-stones, in running race 
ard, have swiflest pace ; 
. pulse beat in the black 305 

lappled louse^s back ; 
or diastole move 
trhen he*s in wrath or love ; 
of them do run a race, 
hey gallop, trot, or pace ; 310 

r scores a flea will jump, 
n. length, from head to rump ; 
urates and Chsrephon, 
sayM BO long agone ; 
lis snout a perfect nose is, 316 

1 elephant^ proboscis ; 

topbaDM, !■ hii comedy of Tbt CSmids, 
:ratM/uM] CbefepboB, meamriag tilt leap 
m ciM oiie*s beard to the oitiier*s. 
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How many difFVent species 

Of maggots breed in rotten cheese ; 

And which are next of kin to those 

Engender'd in a chandler's nose ; dSO 

Or those not seen, but understood, 

That live in vinegar and wood. 

A paltry wretch he had. half-starvM, 
That him in place of Zany serv'd, 
Hight Whachum. bred to dash and draw,^ 3$S 
Not wine, but more unwholesome law ; 
To make *twixt words and hnes huge gaps» 
Wide as meridians in maps ; 
To squander paper, and spare ink. 
Or cheat men of their words, some thoik* 390 
From this, by merited degrees, 
HeM to more high advancement rise ; 
To be an under conjurer, 
Or journeyman astrologer. 
His business was to pump and wheedle, 3^5 
And men with their own keys unriddle ; 
To make them to themselves give answen^ 
For which they pay the necromancers ; 
To fetch and carry intelligence. 
Of whom, and what, and where, and whetted, 
And all discoveries disperse 341 

Among th' whole pack of conjurers; 
What cut-purses have left with them. 
For the right owners to redeem ; 
And what they dare not vent find out, 345 
To gain themselves and th' art repute ; 
Draw figures, schemes, and horoscopes. 
Of Newgate, Bridewell, brokers" shops, 
Of thieves ascendant in the cart. 
And find out all by rules of art ; 360 

Which way a serving man, that's run 
With clothes or money away, is gone ; 
Who pickM a fob at holding forth. 
And where a watph, for half the worth, 
May be redeemed ; or stolen plate 355 

RestorM at conscionable rate. 
Beside all this, he served his master 
in quality of poet&ster ; 
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And rbTinei kppropri&te could m«ke 

To ev'rj month i' ih' almuisckj 3fi0 

Vrhen ternu betrlu and end could tell. 

With their retains, in doggerel : 

When the Eicliequer opes and shuts. 

And 8ow-goldcr with safety cuts ; 

When men may eat and drink their fill, 365 

And wbim tie temp'iate if ihey will \ 

When use, and when ututain from vice, 

ng*, grapex. phluliotoiny. and spice. 

And as in prigon niem roirues beat 

Uemuror Hie Bfin-ti«.of the great, 370 

So Whachiim beat liis dirty brains, 

T* ttdrance hia m^isler b faine and gmns, 

And like itiR devil « oracles. 

Put into dogg'rel nivmcs his spells. 

Which, overcVry monlh'a blank page 375 

I' Ih' almanack, airaiige bilks presage. 

He would an eieiry compose 

On RiaggotK Hqueez'd out nf his nose : 

In lyric numbers write an ode on 

His mistress eating a black-pudding; 380 

And when iinpriean d air escap'd Imt, 

It pud him with poetic rapture. 

His sonnets charm d tli' attentive crowd, 

Bt wide-moulh d mortal Iroll'd aloud, 

l1iat,circld with bis bmg-ear'd guests, 385 

Like Orpheus lOuk d among the beasts. 

A eannan's horse could not pass bj. 

But stood ty'd up to poetry : 

No porter's burden pass'd alonir. 

But aerr d for burden to his eong : 390 

Each window like a pill'ry appears. 

With heads thrust through, nail'd by the ears : 

AU trades run in as to tho sight 

Of monsters, or tneir dear delight, 

illows-tree. when cutting purse 395 

I bus ness for heroic verse, 
Whicli none does bear hu^ n^ould have hung 
T' have been tiie tlieme of such a aong. 

Those two logeiher long had liv'd. 
In mansion prudenily conthT'd, 400 



'he gallo 
Ireeds bu 
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Where neither tree nor house could bar 

The free detection of a star ; 

And ni^h an ancient obehsk 

Was rais'd by him, found out by Fisk, 

On which was written, not in words, 405 

But hieroglyphic mule of birds, 

Many rare pithy saws concerning 

The worth of astrologic learning. 

From top of this there hung a rope, 

To which he fasten'd telescope : 410 

The spectacles with which the stars 

He reads in smallest characters. 

It happen^ as a boy, one night, 

Did ny his tarsel of a kite. 

The strangest long-wing'd hawk that flies, 415 

That, like a bird of Paradise, 

Or herald's martlet, has no legs, 

Nor hatches young ones, nor lays egffs ; 

His train was six yards long, milk-white 

At th' end of which there hung a light, 430 

InclosM in lantern, made of paper, 

That far off like a star did appear : 

This Sidrophel by chance espy'd. 

And with amazement staring wide, 

Bless us ! quoth he, what dreadful wonder 435 

Is that appears in Heaven yonder? 

A comet, and without a beard ! 

Or star tliat ne'er before appeared ^ 

Fm certain 'tis not in the scrowl 

Of all those beasts, and finh, and fowl, 430 

With which, like Indian plantations. 

The learned stock the constellations ; 

Nor those that drawn for signs have been 

To th' houses where the planets inn. 

It must be supernatural, 435 

Unless it be that cannon-ball 

404. Thi!) Fisk was a late famoui astrdoger, who 
flourished al)out the ti:Me of Subtile and Face, and was 
eqiiAlIv celebraleil by Ben Jonson. 

436.'This experiment was tried by aomt foreign vir* 
tu(w(M, who planted a piece of nrduance point blank 
against the zenith, and harin? fired it, tlie millet never 
rebounded bacic again ; which made them ail ooaelude 



156 HUDIBRAS. 

That, shot i' th' air point-blank upright, 

Was borne to that prodigious height, 

That, leamM pliilosopherH maintain. 

It ne^er came backwards down again, » 

Bat in the airy region yet 

Han^ Uke tlie body of Mahomet : 

For if it be abo?e the shade 

That by the earth^s round bulk is made, 

lis probable it may from far * 

Appear no bullet, but a star. 

This said, he to his engine flew, 
PlacM near at hand, in open view, 
And raisM it tiU it levelFd right 
Against the glow-worm tail of kite ; < 

Then peeping through. Bless us 1 (quoth he 
It is a planet, now, Isee ; 
And, ir I err not, by his proper 
Figure, that^s like tobacco-stopper. 
It should be Saturn. Yes, His clear i 

THs Saturn ; but what makes him there ? 
He^s jpot between the dragon's tail 
And farther leg behind o' th* whale. 
Fray heaven avert the fatal omen. 
For 'tis a prodigy not common ; t 

And can no less than the world's end, 
Or Nature's funeral, portend. 
With that he fell again to pir 
Thro' perspective more wistnilly. 
When by mischance the fatal string, i 

That kept the tow'ring fowl on wing. 
Breaking, down fell the star. Well shot. 
Quoth Whachum, who right wisely thought 
H' had levell'd at a star, and hit it : 
But Sidrophel, more subtle-witted, i 

Cry'd out. What horrible and fearful 
Portent is this, to see a star fall ^ 
It threatens nature, and the doom 
Will not be long before it come ! 
When stars do fall, 'tis plain enough, * 

"Hie day of judgment's not far off; 

tint it sticks in the maric ; but Descartes waiof opln 
Uiat Jt does but tiang in the «ii. 
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As lately Hwas reveal'd to Sedgwick, 

And some of us find out by magic. 

Then since the time we have to live 

In this world's shorten'd, let us strive 480 

To make our best advantage of it. 

And pay our losses with our profit. 

This feat fell out not long before 
The Knight, upon the forenamM score, 
In quest of Sidrophel advancing 485 

Was now in prospect of the mansion ; , 
Whom he discovering, tumM his glass. 
And found far off 'twas Hudibras. 

Whachum, (quoth he), look yonder, some 
To try or use our art are come : 430 

The one*s the learned Knight : seek out. 
And pump 'em what they come about. 
Whachum advanced, with all submiss'neas, 
T' accost 'em, but much more their bus'ness : 
Pie held a stirrup, while the Knight 495 

F>om leathern bare-bones did alight ; 
And taking from his hand the bridle, 
Approach'd the dark Squire to unriddle. 
He gave him first the time o' th' day. 
And welcomed him, as he might say : 500 

He ask'd him whence they came, and whither 
Their bus'ness lay ? Quoth Ralpho, Hither. 
Did you not lose ? Quoth Ralpho, Nay, 
Quoth Whachum, Sir, I meant your way ! 
Your Knight — Quoth Ralpho, Is a lover, 505 
And pains intolerable doth suffer : 
F^or lovers' hearts are not their own hearts. 
Nor lights, nor lun^s, and so forth downwards. 
What time, (quoth Whachum) Sir? — ^Too long ; 
Three years it off and on has hunff. — 510 
Quoth he, I meant what time o' th' day ti»— 
Quotli Ralpho, Between seven and eignt 'tis.-^ 
Why then (quoth Whachum), my snudl art 
Telu me, the dame has a hard heart, 

477. This Sedfwiok had many persoM (aai some of 

Saalitv) that bcJievcd in him, and prefMredto Jw«p the 
ay of judgment wii h him, but were diMppointafl ; for 
which the false prophet was afterwanls called liy the 
name of Doomiday Sedgwick. 
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Or ^reat estate. — Quoth Ralpho, A jointure, 

Which makes him have so hot a mind t' her. 

Meanwhile the Knight was making water, 

Before he fell upon the matter , 

Which having done, the Wizard steps in, 

To eive him suitable reception ; 520 

But Kept his business at a bay, 

Till Wnachum put him in the way ; • 

Who having now, by Ralpho's light, 

Expounded th^ errand of the Knight, 

And what he came to know, drew near, 525 

To whisper in the confreres ear. 

Which he prevented thus : What was^t. 

Quoth he, that I was saying last. 

Before these, gentlemen arrivM ? 

Quoth Whacnum, Venus you retrieved, 530 

In opposition with Mars, 

And no benign and friendly stars 

T' allay the effect—Quoth Wizard, So ! 

In Virgo f Ha I — Quoth Whachum, No. 

Has Saturn nothing to do in it ? 535 

One tenth of ^s circle to a minute. 

'Tis well, quoth he. — Sir, you'll excuse 

This rudeness I am forc'd to use : 

It is a scheme and face of Heaven, 

As th' aspects are disposed this even, 540 

I was contemplating upon 

When you arriv'd ; but now I've done. 

. Quoth Hudibras, If I appear 

Unseasonable in coming here 

At such a time, to interrupt 545 

Your speculations, which I hop'd 

Assistance from, and come to use, 

'Tis fit that I ask your excuse. 

By no means. Sir, quoth Sidrophel ; 
The stars your coming did foretel : 550 

I did expect you here, and knew. 
Before you spake, your business too. 

Quotn Hudibras, Make that appear, 
And I shall credit whatsoe'er 
Yott toll me after on your word, 555 

Howe'tt uolikely or absurd. 
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Tou are in love. Sir, with a widow, 
Quoth be, that does not gfreatlj heed you« 
And for three years has rid your wit 
And passion without drawing bit ; ^60 

And now your business is to Juiow, 
If you shall carry her or no. 

Quoth Hudibras, You're in the right; 
But how the devil you came by't 
I can't imagine ; for the stars, 565 

Pm sure, can tell no more than a horse ; 
Nor can their aspects (tiiough you pore 
Your eyes out on "em) tell you more 
Than th' oracle of sieve and shears, 
That turns as certain as the spheres : 570 

But if the devil's of your council. 
Much may be done, my noble Donzel ; 
And 'tis on his account I come, 
To know from you nry fatal doom. 

Quoth Sidrophel, n you suppose, 575 

Sir Knight, that I am on6 of those, 
I might suspect, and take the alarm, , 
Your business is but to inform ; 
But if it be, 'tis ne'er the near ; 
You have a wrong sow by the ear ; 580 

For 1 assure you, for my part, 
I only deal by rules of art, 
Such as are lawful, and judge by 
Conclusions of astrology : 
But for the dev'l, know nothing by him ; 585 
But only this, that I defy him. 

Quoth he. Whatever others deem ye, 
I understand your metonymy : 
Your words of second-hand intention, 
When things by wrongful names you mention ; 
The mystic sense of all your terms, 591 

That are, indeed, but magic charms 
To raise the devil, and mean one thing, 
And that is downright conjuring ; 
And in itself more warrantable, 595 

Than cheat or canting to a rabble, 
Or patting tricks upon the moon. 
Which by confederacy are done. 
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Your ancient conjurers were wont 

To make her from her sphere dismount, 600 

And to their incantations stoop : 

They scorn 'ci to pore through telescope, 

Or idly play at bo-peep with her, 

To find out cloudy or fair weather, 

Which ev'ry almanack can tell, " 605 

Perhaps, as learnedly and well 

As you yourself. — Then, friend, I doubt 

You go the farthest way about. 

Your modern Indian magician 

IVIakes but a hole in th^ earth to piss in, 610 

And straight resolves all questions by% 

And seldom fails to be i' th' right. 

The Rosy-crucian way's more sure 

To brin^ the devil to the lure ; 

Each of 'em has a sev'ral gin 615 

To catch intelligence in. 

Some by the nose with fumes trepan 'em, 

As Dunstan did the devil's grannam ; 

Others with characters and words 

Catch 'em, as men in nets do birds ; 6Q0 

And some with symbols, signs, and tricks, 

EngravM with planetary nicks, 

With their own influences will fetch 'em 

Down from their orbs, arrest, and catch 'em ; 

Make 'em depose and answer to ^25 

All questions, ere they let them go. 

Bombastus kept a devil's bird 

Shut in the pummel of his sword. 

That taught him all the cunning pranks 

Of past and future mountebanl^. 63Q 

<S09. This compendioas new way of magic is affinned 
by Monsieur Le Blanfc (tn his travels) to be us^d in the 
East Indies. 

607. Paracelsus is said to have kept a small devil pri- 
soner in the pummel of h'u sword, which was the reason, 
perhaps, why he was so valiant in hisdrink. However, 
It was to better purpose than Hannibal carried poison in 
his, to dispatch himself, if he should happen to be stir- 
prised in any great extremity ; for the sword would have 
done the feat alone much better, and more soldier- like ; 
and it was below the honour of so great a commandor 
tQ£o out of the world like a rat. 
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Kelly did all his feats upon 

The devil's looking'-glass, a stone ; 

Where playing with him at bo-peep, 

He selv d all problems ne'er so deep. 

Agrippa kept a Stygian pug, 635 

I' th' garb and habit of a dog, ' 

That was his tutor^ and the cur 

Read to th' occult philosopher. 

And taught him subt'ly to maintain 

All other sciences are yarn. 640 

To this, quoth Sidrophello, Sir, 
Agrippa was no conjurer. 
Nor Paracelsus, no, nor Behmen ; 
Nor was the dog a CacodsBmon, 
But a true dog, that would show tricks 645 
For th' emperor, and leap o^er sticks ; 
Would fetch and carry ; was more civil 
Than other dogs, but yet no devil ; 
And whatsoe'er he's said to do. 
He went tlie self-same way we go. 650 

As for the Rosy-cross philosophers, 
Whom you will have to be but sorcerers, 
What they pretend to is no more 
Than Trismeffistus did before, 
Pythagoras, old Zoroaster, < 655 

And Apollonius their master ; 
To whom they do confess they owe 
All that they do, and all they Know. 

. Quoth Hudibras, Alas, what isH t* us 
Whether 'twas said by Trismegistus, 560 

If it be nonsense, false, or mystic. 
Or not intelligible, or sophistic ? 
n'is not antiquity nor author. 
That makes Truth truth,altho' Time'sdaughter; 
'Twas he that put her in the pit 665 

Before he puU'd her out of it ; 

635. Com«;)iug Agrippa had a doff tfiat was siupectfid 
to be a spirit, for some tricks he was wont to do tkRyoBd 
tbe capacity of a dog, a^ it w&b thought ; bat the author 
of Blagia Ademica has taken a great deal of paim to 
vindicate both the doctor and tbe dog from the asp6nion» 
in wbich be bas ibowQ a very great respect and fctaid- 
for them botlu 
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And as he eats his sons, just so 

He feeds upon his daughters too. 

Nor does it follow, cause a herald 

Can make a j^entleman, scarce a year old, 670 

To be descended of a race 

Of ancient kings in a small space, \ 

That we should all opinions hold 

Authentic that we can make old. 

Quoth Sidrophel, It is no part 675 

Of prudence to cry down an art. 
And what it may perfo^rm deny, 
Because you understand not why 
(As Averrhois play'd but a mean trick 
To danm our whole art for eccentric :) 680 
For who knows all that knowledge contains ? 
Men dwell not on the tops of mountains, 
But on their sides, or rising^s seat ; 
So 'tis with knowledge's vast height. 
Do not the histories of all ages 685 

Relate miraculous presages. 
Of strange turns in the world's afifairs, 
Foreseen b' astrologers, sootlisayers, 
Chaldeans, learned Genethliacs, 
And some that have writ almanacks ? 690 
The Median empVor dreamt his daughter 
Had pist all Asia under water, 
And that a vine sprung from her haunches. 
Overspread his empire with its branches : 
And did not soothsayers expound it, 695 

As afler by th' event he found it t 
When CfiBsar in the senate fell, 
Did not the sun eclips'd foretel. 
And in resentment of his slaughter. 
Looked pale for almost a year after f 700 

679 Averrhois ajstronomiam propter ezceutricof 
contempsit. Phil. Melanctbon io Elim. Phil. p. 781. 

691. Astyages, king of Media, bad this dream of bis 
daughter Mandane, and the interpretation from tbe 
J&Bgi \ whereof he married her to a Perrian of a meaa 
quality, by whom she had Cyrus, who conquered all 
AsiB, and translated the empire from tlie Medes to the 
Persiaim. Herodot. 1. 1. 

697. Fiant ali^uando prodigioso, et longiores soils de- 
fee^Uf qaaisB occiso dfctatore GiBsaxe et AntoniaoA 
Ae^to^ lot/otf anni imUoie eoiiUna.0. Y^diV. 
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Augustus having b' oversight. 

Put on his left shoe Yore his right, 

Had like to have been slain that day 

By soldiers niutn'ing for pay. 

Are there not myriads of this' sort, 705 

Which stories of all tidies report? 

It is iiot ominous in all countries 

When crows and ravens croak upon trees? 

The Roman senate, when within 

The city walls an owl was seen, 710 

Did cause their clergy, with lustrations 

(Our synod calls humiliations,) 

The round-facM prodigy t" avert 

From doing town or country hurt : 

And if an owl had so much powV, 715 

Why should not planets have much more, 

That in a region far above 

Inferior fowb of the air move. 

And should see farther, and foreknow 

More than their augury below ? 790 

Though that once served the polity 

Of miffhty states to govern by ; 

And this is what we, take in hand , -^ 

By powerful art to understand ; 

Which, how we have performed all ages 725 

Can speak the events of our presages; 

Have we not lately, in the moon. 

Found a new world, to th^ old unknown? 

Discovered sea and laAd, Columbus 

And Magellan could never compass ? 730 

Made mpuntains with our lubes appear, 

And cattle grazing on "em there ? 

Quoth Hudibras, You lie so ope, 
That I, without a telescope. 
Can find your tricks out. and descry 735 

Where you tell truth, and where you lie : 
For Anaxagoras, long agone, 
Saw hills, as well as you, i' th' moon ; 

701. Divus Augustus Isevum f*ibi prodidit cmlcenm 
prepostere indutum, qua die seditione mUitiim prope 
affliciusast. Idem, I. 2. 

709. Romani L. Crnmo et C. Mario Coss. Bnboae 
viso «rbeiD lustrabant^ 

737 Anaxagoras aflkmabai «oVem cweAma tMRO^ 
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And held Ihe aun ma bat a piecs 

Ofred-liotirn, as big as Greece i 
Believ'd the Heav'ns were made of rtone, 
Bocaiiae the sun had voided one ; 
And, rather than he would recant 
Th' opinion, tii&er'd baniehntent. 

But what. Bias : is it to ub, 
Whethsr i' th' moon men thug or thus 
Do eat their porridge, cut their corns, 
Orirhethef they have Isilsor honu.* 
What trade froip thenw can jDU advance. 
But what we nearer have from France ! ' 
What can our Iravelters bring horns, 

What politics, or strange opinione. 
That are not in our own dominions^ 
What acienoe can be brought fFom thence, ' 
In which we do not here commence ? 
What rovelatioDB, or rehgions. 
That are not in ournalire regions? 
Are sweating lanterns, or scteen-fiuis. 
Made better there than th' nrs in France? ' 
Or do thej \eaxh to sing and play 
O" th' guitar there a newer way? 
Can thef make plays there, that shaU 6t 
The public humour, with less wit? 
Write wittier dances, quainter shows. 
Or fight with more ingenious blows? 
Or does the Mani' th'Mobn look big. 
And wear a hu^r periwig. 
Show in bin gait or face more trick* 
Than our own native lunatics ? 
And if w' outdo him here at home. 
What good of your design can come? 
As wind, i' th' hypocondries pent, 
Ib but a blant if downward tent, 
But if it upward chance to fly. 
Becomes new Light and prophecj ; 
ws, el PsLapnnneK majnreiii : LuDsm bDhliacnIa 

aiintt. Bail. Lwn, lu Anaitg. f. ll, 13. 
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len jova spoctilations tend 

I their just and useful end, 

igh they promise strange and great 

ireries of things far fet, ' ^ 780 

are but idle dreams and fancies, 

&vour strongly of the ganzas. 

le but what's the natural cause, 

)n a sign no painter draws 

dl moon ever, but the half f 785 

re that with your Jacob's staff; 

y wolves raise a hubbub at her, 

osa howl when she shines in water ; 

shall freely give my vote, 

lay know something more remote. 790 

his deep Sidrophel looked wise, 

aring round with owl-like eyes, 

t his face into a posture 

>ience, and began to bluster : 

.ving three times shook his head 795^ 

■ his wit up, thus he said : 

a no mortal enemies, 

^orance, but owls and ffeese : 

consecratiBd geese in oraers, 

o the Capitol were warders; 800 

ung then upon patrol, 

loise alone beat off the Gaul : 

se Athenian sceptic owb, 

irill not credit their own souls ; 

' science understand, 805 

i the reach of eye or hand ; 

jas'ring all tiling by their own 

edge, hold nothmg^s to be known : 

wholesale critics, that in coffee- 

i cry down all philosophy, 810 

ill not know upon what ground 

ire we our doctrine found, 

with pregnant evidence 

a demonstrate it to sense, 

ist now have done to you, 815 

Ihng what you came to know. 

the stars only made to liffht 

n and burglarers by night? 
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To wait on drunkards, thieves, gold-finden, 

.\nd lovers solacing behind doors, 820 

Or giving one another pledges 

Of matrimony mider hedges ? 

Or witches simplin^, and on gibbets 

Cutting from malefactors snippets? 

Or from the pillory tips of ears BS& 

Of rebel saints and perjurers ? 

Only to stand by, and look on. 

But not know what is said or done ? ' 

Is there a constellation there 

That was not bom and bred up here ; 830 

And therefore cannot be to learn 

In any inferior concern ? 

Were they not, during all their lives, 

Most of 'em pirates, whores, and thieves? 

And is it like they have not still 835 

In their old practices some skill ? 

Is there a planet that by birth 

Does not derive its house from earth ? 

And therefore probably must know 

What is and hath been done below. 840 

Who made the Balance, or whence came 

The Bull, the Lion, and the Ram ? 

Did not we here the Argo rig? 

Make Berenice''s periwig ? 

Whose liv'ry does the (Joachmtin wear ? 845 

Or who made Cassiopeia s chair ? 

And therefore, as they came from hence, 

With us may hold intelligence. 

Plato denyM the world can be 

GrovemM without geometry, 85C 

(For money b'ing the common scale 

Of thin^ by measure, weight, and tale, 

In all th affairs of church and state, 

*ris both the balance and the weight) ; 

Then much less can it be without 8 

Divine astrology made out ; 

That puts the other down in worth, 

And far as heav^ 's above the earth. 

These reasons (quoth the Knight) I gran^ 
An /nmeUung more significant 
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thai the learned use 
subject to produce ; 
' are far from 8atisfactoiy, 
1 and keep up your factory, 
ians say, the Sun has twice 8(S£» 
setting and his rise ; 
he risen in the west, 
mes net in the east : 
)r that be true or no, 
jiy of you know. 870 

tlio heavens, like a tap, 
1 circulation up, 
not for their wheeling round, 
antly fall to the ground : 
ipedocles of old, 875 

iin modem authors hold, 
'd the Sun and Moon 
Lher planets run. 
ury, some Venus, seat 
3un himself in height. 880 

I Scaliger complainM, 
it Copernicus maintained, 
elve hundred years and odd, 
id lefl its ancient road, 
to the earth is come 885 

housand miles from home : 
} a most notorious flam ; 
: had so little shame 
h fopperies abroad, 
have his rump well clawM ; 890 

i dec«in inillia annonim et amplius, re- 
•twervatiiiu «Ht In hoc tanto spi^o, Uis 
ica ortuuiii vi occasuum soils, ita ut sol 
)l nunc occidit, et bis desceuderit ubi nunc 
Mdanct. lib i. p. CO. 
quare csliiin nou cadit (secundum Empe- 
elocitaM sui mnius. Comment, in lib. iL 
I. 

ulem et lunam cipteris planetis inferiores 
G GiinutTi in Cosniog. lib. i. p. 11. 
icus in Libris Uevolutionem, deinde ReiD- 
iam 8tadiu8 mathematici nobiies perapi- 
-atiunibus docuerunt, solis apeida tsnis 
1, qiiam, Ptolemsi etate duodecim pani- 
}t triglnta tame wmidlameteris. Jo* Bod* 
155. 
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Which Monsieur Bodin hearing, swore 
That he deserv'd the rod much more, 
That durst upon a truth give doom, 
)He knew lees than the Pope of Rome. 
Cardan belieTM great states depend 
Upon the tip o* tn' Beards tail's end ; 
That, as she whidsM it tVards the Sun^ 
StrewM mighty empires up and down ; 
Which others say must needs be false, 
Because your true bears have no tails. I 
Some say the Zodiac constellations 
Have lonff since chang'd their antique static 
Above a sign, and prove the same 
In Taurus now, once in the Ram ; 
Affiim the trigons chopped and changM, ! 
The watSy with the fiery rangM : 
Then how can their effects stul hold 
To be the same they were of oldf 
This, though the art were true, woidd main 
Our modem sootlisayers mistake : { 

And in one cause they tell more lies, 
In figures and nativities, 
Than th* old Chaldean conjurers 
In so many hundred thousand years ; 
Beside their nonsense in translating, I 

For want of accidence and Latin, 
Like Idus, and Calendce, Enfflisht 
The quarter-days, by Wilful linguist; 
And yet with canting, sleight, and cheat, 
'Twill serve their turn to do the feat ; 1 

Make fools believe in their foreseeing 
Of thinjTS before they are in being ; 
To swallow gudgeons ere th' are catch ^d. 
And count their chickens ere th' are hatched 
Make them the constellations prompt, , \ 
And give 'em back their own accompt ; 
'But still the best to him that fives 
.The best price for't, or best beueves. 

I 805. Putat Cardanus, ab eztrema carda Haliees 
Maioris Vn» omne Hiagnum imperium penderei 

p. ass 

913. CbaUtBi jactant se quadringinta septuaginta 
nonm miJlia in periclitaQ^ tx^vfomdisque pueroi 
anXmiffpotsuine. Ciceio. 
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Some towns and cities, some, for brevity, 

Have cut the 'versal world's nativity, 930 

And made the infant-stars confess. 

Like fools or children, what they please. 

Some calculate the hidden fates 

Of monkejrs, puppy-dogs, and cats ; 

Some running-nags ana fighting-cocks, 935 

Some love, trade, law-siuts, and the pox : 

Some take a measure of the lives 

Of fathers, mothers, husbands, wives : 

Make opposition, trine, and quartile, 

Tell who is barren, and who fertile ; 940 

As if the planets' first aspect 

The tender infant did infect 

In soul and body, and instil 

All* future good, and future ill ; 

Which, in ueir dark fatalities lurking, 945 

At destined periods* fall a working ; 

And break out, like the hidden seeds 

Of long diseases, into deeds. 

In friendships, enmities, and strife. 

And all th' emergencies of life. 950 

No sooner does he peep into 

The world, but he nas done his do : 

Catch'd all diseases, took all physic 

That cures or kills a man that is sick ; 

Marry 'd bis punctual dose of wives ; 955 

Is cuckolded, and breaks or thrives. 

There's but the twinkling of a star 

Between a man of peace and war ; 

A thief and justice, fool and knave, 

A hufling officer and a slave ; 960 

A crafty lawyer and a pick-pocket, 

A greiit philosopher and a blockhead ; 

A formal preacner and a player, 

A leam'd physidaa and manslayer. 

As if men from the stars did suck 965 

Old affe, diAsases, and ill-luck. 

Wit, folly, honour, virtue, vice. 

Trade, travel, women, cUps, and dice ; 

And draw, with the first air thev breathe, 

Battle and murder, fudden death. 970 
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And not IheSB fine commodiliea 
To be iinporlod from Uie skies, 
And vended here amongst the rabble, 
I'or Blap]e goods and warrantable^ 
Like money by the Druids borrov'tl. 
In lb' other world to be restor'd .' 

Quotb Sidrophel, To let you know 
Tou wrong tlie art, and arluts too. 
Since arguments are lost on those 
That do our principles oppose, 
1 wiQ (although IVe done\ before) 
Demoostrate to four sense once more. 
And draw a figure, that shall' tell ;ou. 
What you, pefliaps, forget bofel you, 
By way of horary inspection. 
Which some accouDt our worst erection. 
With that he circles draws, and squama. 
With cyphers, astral characters ; 
Then looks 'em o'er, to understand 'em. 
Although sot down hab-nab, at random. 

Quom he, Tills scheme of th' heavena 
Discovers how in fight you met. 
At Kingston, with a May-polo idol, ( 

And that v' wore bang'd both back anc 
And though you overcame the bear. 
The dogaljeat you at Brentford fair ; 
Where sturdy butchers broke your noddll 
And handled you like a fop-doodle, 

Quoth Hudibras, I now perceive 
You are no conj'rer, by your leave : 
That pollry story is untrue. 
And forg'd to cheat such gulls as you. 

Not true .' quoth ho ; howe'er you vapo 
I can what I afiirm make appear : 



preperlrdttaibed. 



: plIlDrf for Ibrrtns 
hacham nodonbld 
ignnl tills EtoiTor 
»ik « Brauforiiriji 



PART IL— CANTO III. 173 

Whachum shall justify it t' your face, 1005 
And prove he was upon the place. 
He pla^M the Saltinbancho's part, 
Transformed t* a Frenchman by my art : 
He stole your cloak, and picked your pocket, 
Chows'd and caldes'd ye like a blockhead : 1010 
And what you lost I can produce, 
If you deny it, here i' th* house. 

Quoth Hudibras, I do believe 
That argument's demonstrative. 
Ralpho, bear witness ; and go fetch U8 1015 
A constable to seize the wretches : 
For though th^ are both false knaves and cheats, 
Imposters, jugglers, counterfeits, 
111 make them serve for perpendiculars. 
As true as e^er were us'd by bricklayers. 1020 
They Ve guilty, by their own confessionB, 
Of felony ; and at the sessions, 
Upon the bench, I will so handle 'em, 
That the vibration of this pendulum 
Shall make all tailors' yards of one 1035 

Unanimous opinion ; 
A thing he long has vapoured of, 
But now shall make it out by proof. 

Quoth Sidrophel, I do not doubt 
To find friends that will bear me out : 1030 
Nor have I hazarded my art. 
And neck, so long on the state's part, 
To be exposed i' th' end to suffer 
By such a braggadocio huffer. 

1024. The device of the vibration of a pendulum wat 
intended. to settle a certain measure of ells and yards 
&c. (that should have its foundation in nature) all the 
world over : for by swinpng a weight at the end of a 
string, and calculating by the motion of the sun, or any 
•tar, how long tlic vibration would last, in proportioi 
to the length of the string, and weight of the pendulum, 
they thought to reduce it bacic again, and from any part 
of time compute the exact lencth of any string that 
must necessarily vibrate into ao much space of time ; 
■o that if a man should ask in China for a quarter of an 
hour of satin, or taffeta, they would know perfectly 
what it meant ; and all mankind learn a new way to 
measure things no more by the yard, foot, or incht bolt 
ly the hoar, quarter, and minu^A. 
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Hoffer! quoth Hadibras : this sword 1035 
Shall down thy false throat cram that word. 
Ralpho, make haste, and call an officer, 
To apprehend this Stygian sophister; 
Meanwhile 1*11 hold 'em at a bay. 
Lest he and Whachum run away. 1040 

But Sidrophel, who, from th* aspect 
Of Hudibras, did now erect 
A figure worse portending far 
Than that of a malignant star, 
BelievM it now the fittest moment 1045 

To shun the danger that might conie on% 
While Hudibras was all alone, 
And he and Whachum, two to one. 
This being resolvM, he spy'd, by chance, 
Behind the door, an iron (ance, 1050 

That many a sturdy limb had ffor'd. 
And legs, and loins, and shoulders bor'd : 
He snatched it up, and made a pass. 
To make his way through Hudibras. 
Whachum had got a fire-fork, 1055 

With which he vow'd to do his work. 
But Hudibras was well prepared, 
And stoutly stood upon his guard ; 
He put by SidropheUo's thrust, 
And in right manfully he rusht : 1060 

The weapon from his gripe he wrung. 
And laid him on the earth along. 
Whachum his sea-coal prong uaew by. 
And basely tum'd his back to fly : 
But Hudibras gave him a twitch 1065 

As quick as lightning in the breech. 
Just in the place where honour's lodg'd. 
As wise phHosophere have judged : 
Because a kick in that place more 
Hurts honour than deep wounds before. 1070 

Quoth Hudibras, The stars determine 
You are my prisoners, base vermin ! 
Could they not tell you so as well 
As what I came to know foretel ? 
By this what cheats you are we find, 1075 
That in your own concwiui ace Uind. 
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Your lives are now al my dispose, 
To be redeem'd by fine or blows : 
But who his honour would defile, 
To take or sell two lives so vile? 1080 

111 give you quarter ; but your pillage, 
The conquVing warrior^s crop and tulage, 
Which with his sword he reaps and ploughs, 
That's mine, the law of arms allows. 

This said in haste, in haste he fell 1085 

To rummaging of Sidrophel. 
First, he expounded both his pockets, 
And found a watch with rings and lockets, 
Which had been left with him t' erect 
A figure for, and so detect ; 1090 

A copper-plate, with almanacks 
EngravM upon 't ; with other knacks 
Of Booker's, Lilly's, Sarah Jimmers', 
And blank-schemes t' discover nimmers ; 
A moon-dial, with Napier's bones, 1095 

And several constellation stones, 
Engrav'd in planetary hours. 
That over mortals had strange powers 
To make 'em thrive in law or trade, 
And stab or pobon to evade ; 1100 

In wit or wisdom to improve. 
And be victorious in love. 
Whachum had neither cross nor pile ; 
His plunder was not worth the wnile ; 
All which the conqu'ror did discompt, 1105 
To pa^ for curing of his rump. 
But Sidrophel, as full of tricks 
As Rota-men of politics, 
Straight cast about to over-reach 
Th' unwary conqu'ror with a fetch, 1110 

And make hun glad (at least) to quit 
His victory, and fly the pit, 
Before the secular prince of darkness 
Arhv'd to seize upon his carcase : 

1113. At the devil is the ipiritual prince of darknew, 
ao is the ooostable the secular, who governs in the night 
with as great aatbbrity as his colleague, bat fSur more 
imperiously. 



Dead vermin on a gallows hung, 
And while the doga ran undernealb, 
Eacap'd (by counterfeiting death) 
Not oat of cunning, but a train 
Of atoms justling in his brain, 
As learn 'cfphilosnphers give out, 
So Sidcophello cant about, 
And fell to 's wonted trade D^in, 
To Mgti himself in earnest slain : 
First ^retch'd oul one leg. then another, 
And Bceming in his bream to sniolher 
A broken sigh, quoth be, Where am I, 
Alive or deiul ! or which waj came I, 
Through BO iifamense a epace bo soon f 
But now I thought m^lfi' til' moon 1 
And that a monster wilh huge whiskera, 
More formidable than a Snitier's, 
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iddy'd. 

Oh I oh i With that he fetch'd a groan. 
And fell a^ain into a swoon ; 
Shot both his eyes, and atopp'd his breath, 
And to the life out-acled death; 
That Hudibras, to all appearing, 
Believ'd him to be dead ae hsrrui^. 
He held it now no longer safe 
To tarry the return of Ralph, 
But rather leave him in the lurch : 
Thought he, he has abus'd our cborch. 
Refused to give himsetrone firk 
To carry on the public work ; 
Dupis'd our syDod-fnen like dirt. 
And made theu discipline faisqiiitti 
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DivuIffM the secrets of their classes. 

And their conventions prov 'd high places ; 

DisparagM their tithe-piffs as Pa?an, 

And set at nought their cheese ana ba!con ; 1160 

RailM at their Covenant, and jeerM 

Their rev'rend parsons, to my beard : 

For all which scandals, to be quit 

At once, this juncture falls out fit. 

ril make him henceforth to beware, 1165 

And tempt my fury if hflwlare. 

He must at least hold up his hand. 

By twelve freeholders to be scann'd ;^ 

Who, by their skill in palmistry. 

Will quickly read his destiny ; 1170 

And jnake him ^lad to read his lesson, 

Or take a turn tor 't at the session ; 

Unless his light and gifls prove truer 

Than ever yet they did, Ira sure ; 

For if he 'scape with whipping now, 1175 

'Tis more than he can hope to do ; 

And that will disengage my conscience 

Of th' obligation in ois own sense. 

ni make lum now by force abide 

What he by gentle means denyM, 1180 

To give my honour satisfaction. 

And right the brethren in the action. 

This being resolvM, with equal speed 

And conduct he approach'd his steed. 

And with activity unwont 1185 

AssayM the lofty beast to mount ; 

Which once acmevM, he spurred his palfirey, 

To get from th' enemy and Ralph free : 

Left dangers, fears, and foes behind. 

And beat, at least three lengths, the wind. 1190 
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HUDIBRAS TO SIDROPHEL. 



Weli. ! Sidrophet, tliiftgh 'tis in vun 
To tamper witli your crazy brain, 
Withaul trcpBiming of your skull 
As often OA the moon''a it full, 
'Tis not amiBB, ere y' ate giv'n o'er, 
To try one desp'rate med'cins more : 
For where your cose can ba no worse, 
The desperat'at is the wisest course. 
la't poeeible that you. wbose ears 
Are of the Iriha of [ssacbar'a. 
And migbt with equal reason) either 
For ment, or axtant of laather. 
With William Pryns, before they were 
Retretich'd and crucify'd, compare, 
Should ^et be deaf againa" 

That 

And openly, in ev'rj crowd, 

As loud ae one that singe hie part 

T' a wheel-barrow or turnip cart. 

To cry green haatings with au engine 

And torn your drum-headM with the sou 
And 'cause your folly's now no nevB, 
But overgrown, wd 'out of u^ ♦ , 
Persuade juuraelf there's no sdbhiogitte 
But that tis vanish'd out of natuil^,' 
When folly, an it grows in years, 'S' 
Tlie Taon extravagant appears ; ' 
For who but you could ba poseest 
With 10 much ignoraiics, and beul. 
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That neither all men's scorn and hate, 

Nor being laaghM and pointed at, 

Nor bray'd so often in a mortar, 35 

Can teach you wholesome sense and nurture; 

But (like a reprobate) what course 

Soever's us'd, grow worse and worse ? 

Can no transinsion of the blood, 

That makes fools cattle, do you good ? 40 

Nor putting pigs t' a bitch to nurse, 

To turn 'em into mongrel-curs, 

Put you into a way, at least, 

To make yourself a better beast? 

Can all your critical intrigues 45 

Of trpng sound from rotten eggs ; 

Your several new found remedies 

Of curing wounds and scabs in trees ; 

Your arts of fluxing them for claps, 

And purging their infected saps ; 50 

Recov'ring shankers, crystallines. 

And nodes and botches in their rinds, 

Have no effect to operate 

Upon that duller block, your pate ? 

But still it must be lewdly bent 55 

To tempt your own due punishment ; 

And, like your whimsy 'd chariots, draw 

The boys to course you without law ; 

As if the art you have so long^' 

Profess'd, of making old dogs young, 60 

In you had virtue to renew 

Not only youth, but childhood t^. 

Can you, that understand all bdbks. 

By judging only with your looks, 

Resolve all problems with your face, 65 

As others do with B's and A's; 

Unriddle all that mankind knows . 

With solid bending of your brows;' 

All arts and sciences advance, 

Witii screwing of your countenance, 70 

And, with a penetrating eye. 

Into th' abstrusest learning pry ; 

Know more of any trade b' a hint, 

Than those who have been bred \x^ Vs!i!X\ 
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And yet have no art, true or false, 7S 

To help your own bad naturals ? 

But still the more you strive t' i^ppear, 

Are found to be the wretcheder : 

For fools are known by looking wise, 

As men find woodcocks by theu* eyes. 80 

Hence 'tis^thst ^cause y'have ffain'd o'th' college 

A quarter-share (at most) ofknowledgey 

And brought in none, but spent repute, 

T' assume a powV as absolute 

To judge, and censure, and control, 85 

As if you were the sole Sir Poll ; 

And saucily pretend to know 

More than your dividend comes to. 

You^ll find tlie thing will not be done 

With ignorance and face alone ; 90 

No, Uiough y* have purchased to your name, 

In history, so great a fame ; 

That now your talents, so well known. 

For having all belief outgrown, 

That ev'ry strange prodigious tale 95 

Is measured by ^our German scale ; 

Bv which the virtuosi try 

•llie magnitude of ev'ry lie. 

Cast up to what it does amount. 

And place tlie bigg'st to your account ; 100 

That all those stories that are laid 

Too truly to you, and those made, 

Are now still chargM upon your score, 

And lesser autjjtors nam^d no more. 

Alas ! that facidty betrays 105 

Those soonest it designs to raise ; 

And all your vain renown will spoil, 

As guns overcharged the more recoil. 

Though he that has but impudence. 

To all things has a fair pretence ; 110 

And put among his wants but shame 

To all the world may lay his claim ; 

Though you have tryM that nothing's borne 

With greater ease than public scorn. 

That all affronts do still give place 115 

To your impenetrable f«Lce, 
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That makes your way through all affairs, 

As pigs through hedges creep with theirs ; 

Yet as tis counterfeit and brass, 

Tou must not think 'twill always pass ; 190 

For all impestors, when they're known, 

Are past their labour, and undone : 

And all the best that can befal 

An artificial natural. 

Is that which madmen find, as soon 125 

As once they're broke loose from the moon, 

And, proof against her influence, 

Relapse to eer so little sense. 

To turn stark fools, and subjects fit 

For sport of boys, and rabble wit. 130 
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The Knight and Squire resolve at once 

The one the other to renounce * 

They both approach the Lady's bower, 

The Squire t* inform, the Knight to woo her. 

Slie treats hiro with a masquerade, 

By furies and hobgoblins made : 

From which the Squire conveys the Knigbt, 

And steals him from himself by night. 

'Tis true, no lover has that pew**! 

T' enforce a desperate amoiu'. 

As he that has two strings t' his bow, 

And bums for love and money too ; 

For then he's brave and resolute, 5 

Disdains to render in his suit. 

Has all his flames and raptures double, 

And hangs or drowns with half the trouble ; 

While those who sillily pursue 

The simple, downright way, and true, 10 

Make as unlucky applications. 

And steer against the stream their passions. 

Some forge their mistresses of stars. 

And when the ladies prove averse. 

And more untoward to be won 15 

Than by Caligula the moon, 

15. Caligula was one of the emperors of RolDft^«(m. 
of Genuanicus and Apr\pp\na. \!Lft'«»v>\jML\««tel»iij^«»^ 
• god, and bad the heaAa ol iV\e «xvc\«&v «^«»«^ ^^^ ^*^ 
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Cry out upon the stars, for doing 
111 offices to cross their wooing ; 
"When only by themselves they're hind'red, 
For trusting those they made her kindred ; SO 
And still, the harsher and hide-bounder 
The damsels prove, become the fonder. 
For what mad lover ever dy'd 
To' ffain a soft and gentle bride i 
Or lor a lady tender-hearted, 35 

In purling streams or hemp departed ? 
Leap'd headlong int Elysium, 
Through th' windows of a dazzUng room ? 
But from some cross, ill-natur'd dame, 
The amVous fly burnt in his flame. 30 

This to the Knight could be no news. 
With all mankind so iniicii in use ; 
Who therefore took the wiser course, 
To make the most of his amours, 
Resolv'd to try all sorts of ways, 35 

As follows in due time and place. 
No sooner was the bloody h^ht 
Between the Wizard and tlie Knight, 
With all til' appurtenances, over, 
But he relaps'd again t a lover ; 40 

As he was always wunt to do, 
When h* had discomfited a foe ; 
And us'd the only antique philters, 
Derived from old heroic tiiters. 
But now, triumphant and victorious, 45 

He held th' achievement was too glorious 
For such a conqueror to meddle 
With petty constable or beadle ; 
Or fly for refiige to the hostess 
Of th* inns of court and chancery, Ju^ce ; 50 
Who might, perhaps, reduce his cause 
To th' ordeal trial of the laws ; 

gods taken off, and his nwn placed on in their stead ; 
and used to stand be; ween the statues of Castor and 
Pollux to be worshipped ; and often bragged of lying 
with the moon. 

43. Philters were love potions, reported to be much 
in request in former ages ; but nur true knight-errant 
bero ijiado use of no other but wba* his noble achieve- 
utentB by Mb sword produced 
93. Ordeal trials were, when sapv^aeA vAIB^^^^&l 
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Where none escape, but such as*branded 

With red-hot irons have past bare-handed ; 

And, if they cannot read one verse 55 

I' th^ PsalmSf must sing it, and that's worse. 

He therefore judging it below him 

To tempt a shame the devil might owe him, 

Resolv'd to leave the Squire for bail 

And mainprize for him to the gaol, 60 

To answer, with his vessel, all \ 

That might disastrously befal ; 

And thought it now the fittest juncture 

To give the lady a rencounter ; 

T' acquaint her with his expedition, 65 

And conquest o''er the fierce magician ; 

Describe the manner of the fray. 

And shew the spoils he brought away ; 

His bloodv scourging aggravate ; 

The number of his blows, and weight ; 70 

All which might probably succeed, 

And gain belief h' had done the deed ; 

Which he resolv'd t' enforce, and spare 

No pawning of his soul to swear ; 

But, rather than produce his back, 75 

To set his conscience on the rack ; 

And in pursuance of his urging 

Of articles performed and scourging. 

And all things else, upon his part, 

Demand dehv*ry of her heart, 80 

Her goods and chattels, and good graces, 

And person, up to his embraces. 

Thought he, the ancient errant knights 

Won all their ladies^ hearts in fighte ; 

And cut whole giants into fritters, 85 

To put them> into sunorous twitters ; 

Whose stubborn bowels scornM to yield 

Until their gallants were half kill'd : 

But when uieit bones were drubbM so sore 

They durst not woo one combat more, 90 

The ladies' hearts began to melt, 

SubduM by blows their lovers felt. 

diicover their innocence, went over several red-hot 
coulter irons These were generally such wbost chfi- 
ilty WM suspected, as the vestal virgins, ho* 
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So Spanish heroes, with their luices, 
At once wound bulls and ladies' fancies, 
And he acquires Hie? noblest spouBe 
Thai widows gfoatest herds of cows : 
Tben what mav I expect to do, 
%Vh'have quelrd eo vast a buffalo ? 

Meanwhile, the Squire was on his way 
The Knight's late ordefs to obey ; 
Who sent him for a strong delachmeat 
Of beadlee. constables, and walchmen, 
T' attack the cunning-man, for plundei 

Committed faleely on hr ' --' 

When he, who ■— ■ -- '- 

The enemy, hai 

Had rifled all hi 

Of giimoracks, whims, and jiggumbofaB, 

Which he, by hoot or crook, had eather'd, 

And for hiH own inventions father^ ; 

And when they should, at gaol-delivarj. 

Unriddle one another's thievery. 

Both niif(ht have evidence enough. 

To render neither halter-proof. 

He thought it desperate to tarry. 



1 so lately sad 
^nethefkct; 



Andv< 



lary; 



rather wisely slip his fetters, 
And leave them for the Knight, his betters 
He cftli'd to mind ih' unjust, foul play 
He would have otTer'd Iiiiu that day. 
To make him curry his own hide. 
Which tio beast ever did bexide, 
V\'ithout all possible evasion. 
But of the riding dispensation ; 
And therefore much about the hour 
The Knighl |for reasons told before) 
Rcsotv'd to leave iheui to Ihe fury 
Of justice, and an unpack 'd jury. 
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The Squire conourrM t' abandon him^ 

And serve him in the self-same trim ; 1^ 

T' acquaint the lady what h^ had done, 

And what he meant to carry on ; 

What project Hwas he went about, 

When Sidrophel and he fell out ; 

His firm and steadfast resolution, 135 

To swear her to an execution ; 

To pawn his inward ears to marry her, 

And bribe the devil himself to carry her ; 

In which both dwelt, as if they meant 

Their party-saints to represent, 140 

Who never fail'd. upon their sharing 

In any prosperous arms-bearing, 

To lay themselves out to supplant 

Each other cousin Grerman saint. 

But, ere the Knight could do his part, 145 

The Squire had got so much the start, 

H^ had to the lady done his errand, 

And told her all his tricks aforehand. 

Just as he finishM his report, 

The Knight alighted in the court ; 150 

And havmg ty n his beast t^ a pale. 

And taking time for both to stale, 

He put his band and beard in order. 

The sprucer to accost and board her : 

And now began t' approach the door, 155 

When she, wh^ had spy'd him out before, 

ConveyM th^ informer out of si^ht. 

And went to entertain the Knight ; 

With whom encountering, after longees 

Of humble and submissive congees, 100 

And all due ceremonies paid, 

He strokM his beard, and thus he said : 

Madam, I do, as is my duty. 
Honour the shadow of your shoe-tie ; 
And now am come to bring your ear 165 

A present youMl be glad to hear : 
At least I hope so : the thing^s done, 
Or may I never see the sun ; 

137. Hii exterior ears were gone before, and so out of 
danger ; but by inward ean is here meamlns oooaoteBOOk 
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For which I humbly now demand 
Performance at your gentle hand; 
And that you'd please to do your part, 
As I have done mine, to my smart. 

With that he shrugffM his sturdy back. 
As if he felt his shoulders ake. 

But she, who well enough knew what 
(Before he spoke) he wouRi be at, 
Pretended not to apprehend 
The mystery of wnat he meanM ; 
And therefore wish'd him to ejqiound 
His dark expressions less profound. 

Madam, quoth he, I come to prove 
How much I've suffer'd for your love. 
Which (like your votary) to win, 
I have not spar'd my tatter 'd skin ; 
And for those meritorious lashes. 
To claim your favour and good graces. 

Quoth she, I do rememMr once 
I freed you from th' enchanted sconce ; 
And that you promis'd, for that favour, 
To bind your back to good behaviour, 
And, for my sake and service, vow'd 
To lay upon't a heavy load. 
And what 'twould bear t' a scruple prove, 
As other knights do ofl make love ; 
Which whether you have done or no 
Concerns yourself, not me, to know ; 
But if yoQ have, I shall confess 
Y' are honester than i could guess. 

Quoth he, If you suspect my troth, 
I cannot prove it but by oath ; 
And if you make a question ont, 
111 pawn my soul that I have done t ; 
Ana he that makes his soul his surety, 
I think, does give the best security. 

Quoth she, Some say, the sours secure 
Against distress and forfeiture ; 
Is free from action, and exempt 
From execution and contempt ; 
And to be summon'd to appear 
Id th' other jproild's illegal here ; 
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And therefore few make any account 

Int' what incumbrances they run 't : 

For most men carry thinsfs so even 

Between this world, and hell, and heaven, 

Without the least offence to either, 215 

They freel v deal in all together ; 

And equally abhor to quit 

This world for botli, or both for it ; 

And when they pawn and damn their souls. 

They are but prisoners on paroles. 220 

For that (quoth he) 'tis rational 
They may be accounitable in all : 
For when there is that intercourse 
Between divine and human pow'ra, 
That nh that we determine here 225 

Commands obedience every where ; 
When penalties may be commuted 
For fines, or ears, and executed. 
It follows, nothing binds so fast 
As souls in pawn and mortgage past ; 230 
For oaths are th' only tests and seals 
Of right and wrong, and true and false ; 
And there's no otl^r way to try , 
The doubts of law and justice by. 

Quoth she. What is it you would swear ? 235 
There's no believing till I hear ; 
For, till they're understood, all tales 
(Like nonsense) are not true nor false. 

Quoth he, When I resolv'd t' obey 
What you commanded th' other day, SMO 

And to perform my exercise, 
(As schools are wont) for your fair eyes, 
T' avoid all scruples in the case, 
I went to do't upon the place : 
But as the Castle is enchanted 915 

By Sidrophd, the witch, and haunted 
With evil spirits, as you know. 
Who took my Squire and me for two, 
Before I'd hardly time to lay 
My weapons b^, and disarray, 360 

I betrd » fonmdable noise, 
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Loud as the Stentrophonic voice, 

That roar'd far off, Dispatch and strip, 

I'm ready with the infernal whip, 

That shall divest thy ribs from skin, 255 

To expiate thy ling ring sin : 

Th' hast broken perfidiously thy oath, 

And not performed thy plighted troth ; 

But spar'd thy renegaido back. 

Where th' hadst so great a prize at stake ; 960 

Which now the fates have orderM me 

For penance and revenge to flea. 

Unless thou presently make haste : 

Time is, time was : And there it ceasM. 

With which, though startled, I confess, 965 

Yet th' horror of the thing was less 

Than th' other dismal apprehension 

Of interruption or prevention ; 

And therefore, snatching up the rod, 

I laid upon my back a load ; 970 

ResolvM to spare no flesh and blood. 

To make my word and honour good ; 

Till tir'd, and making truce at length. 

For new r^ruits of breath and strength, 

I felt the blows still plyM as fast 5275 

As if th' had been by lovers plac'd. 

In raptures of Platonic lashing. 

And chaste contemplative bardashing ; 

When facing hastily about. 

To stand upon my guard and scout, 980 

I found th' infernal cunning-man. 

And th' under-witch, his Caliban, 

With scouiges (like the furies) arm'd. 

That on my outward quarters storm'd. 

In haste I snatch'd my weapon up, 985 

And eave their hellish rage a stop ; 

Call'd thrioe upon your name, and fell 

Courageously on Sidrophel ; 

SS3. A speaking tnimpet, by which the voice nuf 
be- beard at a great distance, very useful at fea. 

376. This allif des to some abject lechers, who used to 
be disciplined with amorous lashes by theur mistreisis. 
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Who now tranbform'd himself t' a bear, 
Began to roar aloud, and tear ; 290 

When I as furiously pressed on, 
My weapon down his throat to run ; 
Laid hold on him ; but he broke loose- 
And tumM himself into a goose ; 
DivM under water, in a jpond, 295 

To hide himself from bemg found. 
In vain I sought him ; but, as soon 
As I perceived him fled and gone. 
Prepared with equal haste and rage, 
His under-sorcerer t^ engage. 300 

But bravely scominff to defile 
My sword with feeble blood and vile, 
I judgM it better from a quick- 
Set hed|^ to cut a knotted stick, 
With which I furiously laid on, 305 

Till in a harsh and doleful tone, 
It roarM, O hold forpity. Sir : 
I am too great a sufierer, 
Abus'd, as you have been, b^ a witch. 
But conjurM into a worse caprich ; 310 

Who sends me out on many a jaunt, 
Old houses in the ni^ht to haunt. 
For opportunities t' miprove 
Designs of thievery or love ; 
With drugs convey 'd in drixik or meat, 315 
All feats of witches counterfeit ; 
Kill pigs and geese with powderM glass, 
And make it u>r enchantment pass ; 
With cow-itch meazle like a leper. 
And choke with fumes of Guinea pepper ; 320 
Make lechers, and their punks, with dewUy, 
Commit fantastical advowtry ; 
Bewitch Hermetic-men to run 
Stark staring mad with manicon ; 

323. Hermes Trismegistuv, an Eg^pdan pfaitofopber, 
and said to have lived Anno Mundi 2076^ in the reign of 
Ninus, after Moees. He was a wonderful phlloeopber, 
and proved thattbere was butone God, tbe creator of all 
thinfl ; and was the author of several moet excellent and 
uielul inventions. But thtise Hermetic-men bere men- 
tioned, thmigb tbe pretended sectatora of this great man, 
are nothing else but a wild and extravagant sort of en- 
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Believe mechanic virtuosi 325 

Can raise 'em mountains in Potosi ; 

And, sillier than the antic fools, 

Take treasure for a heap of coals ; 

Seek out for plants with signatures, 

To quack of universal cures ; 330 

With figures ground on panes of glass 

Made people on their heads to pass ; 

And mighty heaps of coin increase, 

Reflected from a single piece, 

To draw in fools, whose natural itches 335 

Incline perpetually to witches ; 

And keep me in continual fears, 

And danger of my neck and ears ; 

When less delinquents have been scourgM, 

And hemp on wooden anvil forged, 340 

Which others for cravats have worn 

About their necks and took a turn. 

I pityM the sad punishment 
The wretched caitiff underwent, 
And lefl my drubbing of his bones^ 345 

Too great an honour for poltroons ; 
For knights are bound to feel no blows 
From paltry and unequal foes. 
Who, when the^ slash, and cut to pieces, 
Do all with civilest addresses : 350 

Their horses never give a blow. 
Bat when they make a leg, and bow. 
I therefore sparM his flesh, and prest him 
About the witch with many a question. 

Quoth he. For many years he drove 355 
A kind of broking-trade in love ; 
Employ'd in all ui' intrigues and trust 
Of feeble, speculative lust : 
Procurer to th' extravagancy 
And crazy ribaldry of fancy, 360 

By those the devil had forsook, 
Ajb things below him. to provoke. 

thusiasts, who make a hodge-podge of ret^on and phi* 
loflopby, and produce nothing bat what is the object of 
every considering person^s contempt. 

396. Potoei is a city of Peru, the mountains whereof af* 
fordgrekt quantiUct of the fitveHiilver in all the Indie*. 
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But b'ing a virtuoso, able 

To smattor, quack, and cant, and dabble, 

lie held his talent most adroit 365 

For any mystical exploit ; 

As others of his tribe had done, 

And raised their prices three to one : 

For one predicting pimp has th^ odds 

Of chaldrons of plam downright bawds. 370 

But as an elf (the devirs valet) 

Is not so slight a thins to get ; 

For those that do his business best. 

In hell are usM the raggedest ; 

Before so meriting a person 375 

Could get a gran^ but in reversion, 

He servM two ^prenticeships, and longer, 

r th' myst'ry of a lady-monger. 

For (as some write) a witches ffhost. 

As soon as from the body loos'd, 380 

Becomes a puny imp itself^ 

And is another witches elf: 

He, after searching far and near, 

At length found one in Lancashire, 

With whom he bargained before-hand, 385 

And, after hanging, entertain'd : 

Since which h'lias playM a thousand feats. 

And practised all mechanic cheats ; 

TransformM himself to th' ugly shapes 

Of wolves and bears, baboons and apes, 390 

Which he has varyM more than witches. 

Or Pharoah's wizards, could their switches ; 

And all with whom he has to do, 

TumM to as monstrous figures too : 

Witness myself, whom h^ has abua'd, 395 

And to this beastly shape reduced, 

By feeding me on beans and peas, 

lie crams in nasty crevices. 

And turns to comfits by his arts. 

To make me relish for deserts, 400 

And one by one, with shame and fear, 

Lick up the candyM provender. 

Beside— But as he was running on. 

To tell what other feats h' had done, 
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The lady stopt his full career, 
And told him now 'twas time to hear : 
If half those thinffs (said she) be true — 
They're all, (quoSi he,) I swear by you. 
Why then (said she,) that Sidrophel 
Has damn'd himself to th' pit of hell ; 
Who, mounted on a broom, the nag 
And hackney of a Lapland hag, 
In quest of you came hither post, 
Within an hour (I am sure) at most ; 
Who told me all you swear and say, 
Quite contrary another way ; 
Vow*d that you came to him to know 
If you should cury roe or no ; 
And would have hir d him, and his imps, 
To be your match«makers and pimps, • 

T' engage the devil on ^ our side. 
And steal (like Proserpme) your bride. 

But he disdaining to embrace 

So filthy a design and base, 

Tou fell to vapouring and huffing, * 

And drew upon him like a ruffian ; 

SurprisM him meanly, unprepared, 

Before h' had time to mount his guard ; 

And left him dead upon the ground. 

With many a bruise and desperate wound : < 

Swore you had broke and robb'd his house, 

And stole his talismanique louse, 

And all his new-found old inventions. 

With flat felonious intentions ; 

Which he could bring out where he had, ^ 

And what he bought them for, and paid. 

His flea, his morpion, and punaise, 

H' had gotten for his proper ease ; 

And all m perfect minutes made, 

By th' ablest artists of the trade, i 

Which (he could prove it) since he lost, 

He has been eaten up almost ; 

And altogether might amount 

To many hundreds on account ; 

For which h' had got sufficient warrant 4 

To seize the malezactors errant, 
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Without capacity of bail, 

But of a cartas or horse's tail ; 

And did not doubt to bring the wretches 

To serve for pendHlums to watches ; 450 

Which modem virtuosos say, 

Incline to hanging every way. 

Beside, he swore, and swore 'twas true. 

That, ere he went in quest of yoa. 

He set a figure to discover 455 

If you were fled to Rye or Dover; 

And found it clear, that, to betray 

Yourselves and me, you fled this way ; 

And that he was upon pursuit, 

To take you somewhere hereabout, 4G0 

He vow'd he had intelligence 

Of all that pass'd before and since ;^ 

And found, that ere you came to him, 

Y' had been engaging life and limb 

About a case of tender conscience. 465 

Where both abounded in your own sense; 

Till Ralpho, bv his lif ht and grace, 

Had dearM all scruples in the case. 

And provM that you might swear and own 

Whatever's by the wicked done ; 470 

For which, most basely to requite 

The service of his gifls and light. 

You strove V oblige him, by main force. 

To 8Cour?e his rira insteieul of yours ; 

But that ne stood upon his guard, 475 

And all your vapouring out-dar'd ; 

For which, between you both, the feat 

Has never been porformM as yet. 

While thus the Lady talk'd, the Knight 
Tum'd th' outside of his eyes to white, 480 
(As men of inward li^ht are wont 
To turn their optics m upon't) 
He wonder'd how she came to know 
What he had done and meant to do ; 
Held up his affidavit hand, 489 

As if h had been to be arraigned ; 
Cast tVards the door a ghastly look, 
In dread of Sidrophel, and spoke : 

K 
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Madam, if but one word be true 
Of all the wizard iias told jrou, 49( 

Or but one single circunuitance 
la all th' apocryphal romance, 
Maj dreadful earthquakes swallow down 
This yessel, that is all your own ; 
Or may the heavens fall, and cover iQi 

These rehques of your constant lover. 

Tou have provided well, quoth she, 
(I thank you) for your^'elf and me, 
And shewn your Presbyterian wits 
Jump punctual with the Jesuits ; 50C 

A most compendious .w\y, and civil, 
At once to cheat the worid, the devil. 
And h.^aven and hcil, yourselves, and those 
On whom you vainly tli'jik t' impose. 
Why then (quotii he) may hell surprise— 505 
That trick (sud 'ilie) will not pass twice: 
IVe learn d how fui I'm to believe 
Tour pmning oatlis upon your sleeve. 
But there's a better way r>f clearing 
What you would prove ti>an downright swctr- 
For if you have pcribrm'd Uie feat, [vag' 

The blows are visible as yet. 
Enough to serve for satiufactioii 
Of nicest scruples in the action : 
And if you can produce those knobs, 51S 

Although they're but the witch s drubs, 
111 pass them all upon account. 
As if your natural self had done *t ; 
Provided that they pass th* opinion 
Of able juries of old women, 53G 

Who, us'd to judge all matter of facts 
For bellies, may do so for backs. 

Madam, (quoth he) your love's a million ; 
To do is less than to be willing. 
As 1 am, were it in my power, . 52£ 

T' obey what you commaud, and more ; 
But for performing what you bid, 
I tliank you 's much as if I did. 
You know I ought to have a care 
T« keep my wuunds from t&king air ; 53C 
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P^or wounds in those that are all heart, 
Are dangerous in any part. 

I find (quoth she) my goods and chattels 
Are like to prove but mere drawn battels ; 
For still the longer we contend, 535 

We are but farther off the end. 
But i^ranting now we should agree, 
What is it you expect from me f 
Tour plighted faith (quoth he) and word 
Tou past in heaven on record, 540 

Where all contracts, to have and t^ hold, 
Are everlastingly enrollM : 
, And if His counted treason here 
To raze records, tis much more there. 

Quoth she. There are no bargains driv'n, 545 
Nor marriages clappM up in heaven. 
And that^s me reason, as some guess, 
There is no heav'n in marriages ; 
~ Two things that naturally press 

Too narrowly to be at ease. 550 

Their business there is only love. 
Which marriage is not like t' improve 
Love, that's too generous to abide 
To be against its nature tyM ; 
For where 'tis of itself inclined, 555 

It breaks loose when it is confin'd ; 
And like the soul, its harbourer. 
Debarred the freedom of the air. 
Disdains affainst its will to stay. 
But struggles out, and flies away ; 5G0 

And therefore never can comply 
T' endure the matrimonial tie. 
That binds the female and the male, 
Where th' one is but the other*s bail ; 
Like Roman jailers, when they slept, 565 

^ ChainM to the prisoners they kept ; 
I Of which the true and faithniU'st lover 
Gives best security to suffer. 
Marriage is but a oeast, some say. 
That carries double in foul way ; 570 

'" And therefore tis not to b' admir'd 
It should 80 suddenly be tix'd \ 
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A bargain at a venture made. 

Between two partners in a trade ; 

(For what's inferred by V have and t' hold, 575 

But something past away, and sold ?) 

That, as it muies but one of two, ' 

Reduces all things else as low. 

And, at the best, is but a mart 

Between the on9 and th' other part, 580 

That on the marriage-day is paid. 

Or hour of death, the bet is laid ; 

And all the rest of better or worse, 

Both are but losers out of purse ; 

For when upon their ungot heirs . 585 

Th* entail themselves, and aU that's theini 

What blinder bargain e'er was driy'b. 

Or wager laid at six and seven f 

To pass themselves away, and turn 

Their children's tenants ^re they're bom? 590 

Beg one another idiot 

To guardians, ere they are begot ; 

Or ever shall, perhaps, by th' one 

Who's Ijound to vouch 'em for his own. 

Though got b' implicit generation, 595 

And gen'ral club of all &e nation ; 

For which she's fortify 'd no less 

Than all the island, with four seas; 

Exacts the tribute of her dower, 

In'ready insolence and power; 60O 

And makes him pass away, to have 

And hold, to her, himself, her slave. 

More wretched than an ancient villaiii, 

Condemn'd to drudgery and tilling ; 

While all he does upon the by, 605 

She is not bound to justify. 

Nor at her proper cost and charge 

Maintain the feats he does at large. 

Such hideous sots were those ob^ent 

Old vassals to their ladies regent, 610 

To give the cheats the eldest kand 

In foul play by the laws o' th' land ; 

603. Villainage was an aacient tenure, by wlileb tb* 
tenaniB were obliged to peTfotm\3^ tdsmx i^Vkx mA. 
^aviab servicea for their loidi* 
k. 
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For which so many a le^al cuckold 

Has been run down in courts and truckled ; 

A law that most unjustly yokes 615 

All Johns of Stiles to Joans of Noakes, 

Without distinction of de^ee. 

Condition, age, or quality ; 

Admits no power of revocation. 

Nor valuable consideration, 620 

Nor writ of error, nor reverse 

Of judgment past, for better or worse : 

Will not allow the privileges 

That beggars challenge under hedges, [horses 

Who, when they're grieved, can make dead 

Their spiritual judges of divorces ; 626 

While nothing else but Rem in Re 

Can set the proudest wretches free ; 

A slavery beyond enduring. 

But that 'tis of their own procuring. 630 




To quit the freedom they enjoy M, 

And run their necks into a noose, 635 

They'd break 'em after to break loose ; 

As some, whom death would not depart, 

Have done the feat themselves by art ; 

Like Indian widows, gone to bed 

In flaming curtains to the dead ; 640 

And men as often dangled for% 

And yet will never leave the sport. 

Nor do the ladies want excuse 

For all the stratagems they use 

To gain th' advantage of the set, 645 

And lurch the amorous rook and cheat : 

For as the Pythagorean soul 

Runs through all beasts, and fish, and fowl, 

890. The Indian womnu, richly attired, arei:arried in 
a tplendid and pompous machine to the fiuMral pile 
where the bodies of their deceased husbands are to be 
consumed, and their voluntarily throw themsdves into 
k, and expire ; and fuch as refuse their virtue is ever 
after suspeeted, and they live in the ataimatonMnBi^ 

647. II was the opinion of ¥irSMti|!»iaiBll^^V!i^««' 
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And has a smack of ev*ry one, 

So love does, and has ever done ; 650 

And therefore, though 'tis ne'er so fond, 

Takes strangely to the vagabond. 

'Tis but an ague that's reverst, 

Whose hot fit takes the patient first, 

That afler bums with cold as much 655 

As ir'n in Greenland does the touch ; 

Melts in the furnace of desire 

Like glass, that's but the ice of fire ; 

And when his heat of fancy's over. 

Becomes as hard and frail a lover : €60 

For when he's with love-powder laden. 

And prim'd and cock^'d by Miss or Madam, 

The smallest sparkle of an eye 

Gives fire to his artillery, 

And off the loud oaths go ; but, while 665 

They're in the very act, recoil. 

Hence tis so few dare take their chance 

Without a sep'rate maintenance ; 

And widows, who have try'd one lover, 

Trust none again, 'till th' have made over ; 670 

Or if they do, before they marry, 

The foxes weigh the geese they cany ; 

And ere they venture o'er a stream, 

Know how to seize themselves and them ; 

Whence wittiest ladies always choose 675 

To undertake the heaviest goose : 

For now the world is grown so wary, 

That few of either sex dare marry. 

But rather trust on tick t' amours. 

The cross and pile for better or worse ; 660 

A mode that is held honourable, 

As well as French, and fashionable ; 

For when it falls out for the best. 

Where both are incommoded least. 

In soul and body two unite, 685 

To make up one hermaphrodite, 

ers, that the soul transmigrated (aa tbey termed it} into 
mU tbedivene species of animals ; and so was oiflbr- 
ently duiposed and affected, acAOtQAxi^ to tlidr difflRCOt 
and conitltuttons. 
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Still amorous, and fond, and billing, 

Like Philip and Mary on a shilling. 

Th^ have more, punctilios and capriches 

Between the petticoat and breeches, 690 

More petulant extrava^nces. 

Than poets make ^em m romances, 

Though when their heroes 'spouse the dames, 

We hear no more of charnois and flames : 

For then their late attracts decline, 695 

And turn as eager as prickM wine ; 

And all their caterwauling tricks. 

In earnest too as jealous piques : 

Which th* ancients wisoij signify'd 

By th' yellow mantuas of the bride : , 700 

For jealousy is but a kind 

Of clap and grincam of the mind. 

The natural effects of love, 

As other flames and aches do prove ; 

But all the mischief is the doubt 705 

On whose account they first broke out. 

For though Chineses go to bed. 

And lie in, in their lames' stead. 

And, for the patns they took before. 

Are nurs'd and pamperM to do more ; 710 

Our green-men do it worse, when th* hap 

To fall in labour of a clap : 

Both lay the child to one another; 

But who's the father, who the mother, 

'Tis hard to say in multitudes, 71 5 

Or who imported the French goods. 

But health and sickness b^ing all one, 

Which both engagM before to own, 

And are not with their bodies bound 

To worship only when they're sound, 790 

Both give and take their equal shares 

Of all they suffer by false wares ; 

A fate no lover can divert 

With all his caution, wit, and art ; 

707. The Chinese men of quality, when thtir wives 
are brought to bed, are nursed and tended with asmaeh 
care as women here, and are supplied with the best 
atrangttieiiing and nourudiing diet, in ordec to qsMS&Ct 
tJbeB for future aetvloes. 
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For 'tif in vain to think to guess 725 

At women by appearances, 
That paint and patch their imperfections 
Of intellectual con^plexions. 
And daub their tempers oW with washes 
As artificial as their ikcee ; 7% 

Wear under vizard-masks their talents^ 
. And mother-wits before their gallants. 
Until they re hamperM in the noose, 
Too fast to dream of breaking loose ; 
When all the flaws they strove to hide 735 
Are made unready with the bride. 
That with her wedding-clothes undresses 
Her complaisance and genii lesses ; 
Tries all her arts to take upon her 
The government from th' easy owner ; 740 
Until the wretch is glad to waive 
His lawful right, and turn her slave ; 
Find all his having and his holding 
Reduc'd t' eternal noise and scoldmg ; 
.The conjugal petard that tears 745 

Down all portculiisses of ears, 
Andjrnakes the volley of one tongue 
For all their leathern shields too strong ; 
When, only arm d with noise and nails, 
The female silk-worms ride the males, 750 
Transform 'em into rams and goats. 
Like Sirens, with their charming notes ; 
Sweet as a screech-owls serenade. 
Or those enchanting murmurs made 
By th' husband mandrake and the wi^ 755 
l^th bury'd (like themselves) alive. 

Quoth he. These reasons are but strains 
Of wanton, overheated brains, 

751. The Sirem, according to the poets, were three 
lesr monsters, half women and half llsh; their names 
were Parthenope. Liguea, and Lencoflia. Their usual 
residence was about the island of Sicilyi where, by the 
charming melody of tiieir voices, they used to detain 
those that iieaid them, and then transform them into 
some sort of brute animals. 

7S5. Naturalists report, that if a male and ftmaie 
mMDdrake lie near each otiieri then will ofteabe feeasid 
• sonofmwrmunag note. 
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Which ralllers, in their ml, or drink, 

Do rather wheedle with than thmk. 760, 

Man was not man in paradise, 

Until he was created twice. 

And had his better half, his bride, 

CarvM from the originaJ, his side, 

T^ amend his natural defects, 765 

And perfect his recruiting sex ; 

Enlarge his breed at once, and lessen 

The pains and labour of increasing, 

By changing them for other cares, 

Ap hy his dry'd up paps appears. 770 

}{i£i body, that stupendous frame, 

Of all the world the anagram, 

Is of two equal parts compact. 

In shape and symmetry exact, 

Of which the lefl and female side 775 

Is to the manly right a bride ; 

Both join'd together witli such art. 

That nothing else but death can part. 

Those heav'nly attracts of yours, your eyes, 

And face that all the world surprise, 789 

That dazzle all that look upon ye. 

And scorch all other ladies tawny ; * 

Those ravishing and charming graces 

Are all made up of two half faces. 

That in a mathematic line, 785 

Like those in other heavens, join, 

Of which if either grew alone, 

'T would fright as much to look upon : 

And so would that sweet bud your Up, 

Without the other^s fellowship. 790 

Our noblest senses act by pairs ; 

Two eyes to see ; to hear, two ears ; 

Th' intelligencers of the mind. 

To wait upon the soul design^ ; 

But those that serve the body alone, 795 

Are single, anfl confinM to one. 

The world is but two parts, that meet 

And dose at 1h* equinoctial fit ; 

707. The equinoctial divides the globe Into sorth 
andioiitli. 
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And so are all the works of Nature, 

StampM with her signature on matter; 800 

Which all her creatures, to a leaf, 

Or smallest blade of grass, receive ; 

All which sufficiently declare 

How entirely marriage is her care^ — 

The only method that she uses 805 

In all the wonders she produces : 

And those that take their rules from her 

Can never be deceived nor err. 

For what secures the civil life, 

But pawns of children, and a wife ? 810 

That lie like hostages at stake, 

To pay for all men undertake ; 

To whom it is as necessary 

As to be bom and breathe, and marry ; 

So universal, all mankind 815 

In nothing else is of one mind. 

For in what stupid age, or nation. 

Was marriage ever out of ftgishion? 

Unless among the Amazons, 

Or cloisterM fHars, and vestal nuns ; S20 

Or Stoics, who, to bar the freaks 

And loose excesses of the sex, 

PrepostVously would have all women 

Tum'd up .to all the world in common. 

Though men would find such mortal feuds, 825 

In sharing of their public goods, 

'Twould put them to more charge of lives, 

Than they're supply 'd with now by wives ; 

Until they graze, and wear their clothes. 

As beasts do, of their native growths : 830 

For simple wearing of their horns 

Will not suffice to serve their tum^. 

For what can we pretend to inherit. 

Unless the marriage-deed will bear it ? 

819. The Amtaons were women of Scjrtbf a, of heroic 
and great achievements. They soiTered no men to live 
among them ; but once every year used to have conver- 
sation with men of the neighbouring countries, by which 
if they had a male child, they presently either killed or 
crippled it ; but if a female, they brought it up to the use 
of arooB, and burnt off on« \kT«aat) teaving the other to 
Buckte gf rls. 
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Could claim no right to lands or rents, 835 

But for our parents^ vsett laments ; 

Had been but younger sons o' th^ earth. 

Debarred it all, but for our birth. 

What honours, or estates of peers. 

Could be presenrM but by their heirs ? 840 

And what security maintains 

Their right and title, but the bans ? 

What crowns could be hereditary. 

If greatest monarchs did not marry, 

And with their consorts consummate 845 

Their weightiest interests of state? 

For all the amours of princes are 

But guarantees of peace or war. 

Or what but marriage has a charm 

The rase of empires to disarm, 850 

Make mood and desolation cease. 

And fire and sword unite in peace, 

When all their fierce contests for forage 

Conclude in articles of marriage? 

Nor does the genial bed provide 855 

Less for the interests of the bride; 

Who else had not the least pretence 

T* as much as due benevolence ; 

Could no more title take upon her 

To virtue, quality, and honour, 860 

Than ladies-errant Imconfin^d, 

And feme-coverts to all mankind. 

All women would be of one piece. 

The virtuous matron and the miss ; 

The nymphs of chaste Diana's train. 865 

The same with those in Lewkner*s Lane, 

But for the dijSerence marriage makes 

'Twixt wives and ladies of the lakes; 

Besides the joys of place and birth, 

The sex's paradise on earth ; 870 

A privilege so sacred held, 

That none will to their mothers yield ; 

865. Diana's njrmphs, all of whom vowed perpetual 
virginity, and were much celebrated for tlie exact ob- 
servation of tlieir vow! 

866. LewImer'8Lanetoxaev«u%^»^v«lvaBM^.'^^^tiS&^ 
notoriously lascivious and ^Qil\]e!Uft,vyKDB!(K»^ 
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Bat rather than not go before, 

Abandon heaven at the door. 

And if th' indulgent law allows 875 

A greater freedom to the spouse, 

The reason is, because the wife 

Runs greater hazards of her life ; 

Is trusted with the form and matter 

Of all mankind by careful Nature : 880 

Where man brings nothing but the stuff 

She frames the wondrous fabric of; 

Wha thereibre, in a trtrait, may freely 

Demand the clergy of her belly, 

And make it save her the same way 885 

It seldom misses to betray ; 

Unless both parties wisely enter 

Into the liturgy indenture. 

And though nome fits of small contest 

Sometimes fall out among the best, 890 

That is no more than ev'ry lover 

Does from liis hackney-lady suffer : 

That makes no breach of faith and love. 

But rather (sometimes) serves t' improve. 

For as, in running, ev'ry pace 895 

Is but between two legs a race, 

In which both do their uttermost 

To get before, and win the post, 

Yet when they're at their race's ends. 

They Ve still as kind and constant friends, 800 

And, to lelieve their weariness. 

By turns give one^another ease ; 

So all those false alarms of strife 

Between the husband and the wife, 

And little quarrels, often prove 905 

To be but new recruits of love ; 

When those wh' are always kind or coy, 

In time must either tire or cloy. 

Nor are their loudest clamours more 

Than as they're relish 'd sweet or sour ; 910 

Like music, that proves bad or good. 

According as 'tis understood. 

871 Denjaiiding the clergy of her belly, which, for 
the reason aforeHaid i& pleads in excuse by tbose wha 
t^e the liberty to oblige tki«mMW» voAiAMDAa. 
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In all amours, a lover bums 

With frowns as well as smiles by tunu ; 

And hearts have been as oft with sullen 915 

As charming looks surprisM and stolen. 

Then why uiould more bewitching clamour 

Some lovers not as much enamour? 

For discords make the sweetest airs, 

And curses are a kind of prayers ; 920 

Too slight alloys for all those grand 

Felicities by marriage gainM. 

For nothing else has pow'r to settle 

Th' interests of love perpetual ; 

An act and deed, that makes one heart 925 

Become another^s counterpart, 

And passes fines on faith and love, 

Enroird and registered above, 

To seal the slippery knots of vows. 

Which nothing else but death can loose. 930 

And what security's too strong. 

To guard the gentle heart from wrong. 

That to its friend is glad to pass 

Itself away, and all it has; 

And, like an anchorite, gives over 935 

This world for th' heaven of a lover ? 

I grant (quoth she there are some few 
Who take that course, and find it true ; 
But milUons whom the same doth sentence 
To heav'n b' another way — repentance. 940 
Ijove's arrows are but shot at rovers, 
Tliough all they hit they turn to lovers ; 
And all the weighty consequents 
Depend upon more blind events 
Than gamesters, when they play a sot 945 
With greatest cunning at piquet. 
Put out with caution, but take in 
They know not what, unsight, unseen. 
For what do lovers, when Uiey're fast 
In one another^s arms embrac d, 950 

But strive to plunder, and convey 
Each other, hke a prize, away? 
To change the property of selves, 
Ab ■oddng children are by elves ? 
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And if they use their persons so, 955 

What will they to their fortunes do ? 
Their fortunes ! the perpetual aims 
Of all their ecstasies and flames. 
For when the money *s on the book, 
And, All my worldly goods — but spoke 960 
(The formal livery ana seisin 
That puts the lover in possession,) 
To that alone the bridegroom^s wedded ; 
The bride a flam that's superseded : 
To that their faith is still made good, 965 

And all the oaths to us they vow'd : 
For when we once resign our powers, 
W have nothing left we can call ours : 
Our money's now become the Miss 
Of all your lives and services ; . 970 

And we, forsaken and postponed, 
But bawds to what before we own'd ; 
Which, as it made y' at first gallant us, 
So now hires others to supplant us, 
Until 'tis all tum'd out of doors 975 

(As we had been) for new amoun : 
For what did ever heiress yet 
By being bom to lordshifw get ? 
When the more lady sh' is of manors, 
' She's but expofl'd to more trepanners, 980 
Pays for their projects and designs. 
And for her own destruction fines ; 
And does but tempt them with her riches, 
To use her as the dev'l does witches ; 
Who takes it for a special grace 985 

To be their cully for a sp»ce. 
That when the time's ezpir'd, the drazels 
For ever maj become his vassals : 
So she, bewitch'd by rooks and spirits. 
Betrays herself and all sh* inherits : 990 

Is bought and sold lik^ stolen goods. 
By pimps, and match-makers, an4 bawds, 
Dntil thev force her to convey. 
And steal the thief himself away, 
These are the everlasting fruits 995 

Of all your punoiuite \o\«-s\iitft^ 
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Th' effects of all your amorous fancies 

To portions and inheritances ; 

Your love-sick rapture for fruition 

Of dowry, jointure, and tuition ; 1000 

To which you make address and courtship, 

And with your bodies strive to worship, 

That th' infants' fortunes may partake 

Of love too, for the mother's sake. 

For these you play at purposes, 1005 

And love your loves with A's and B's. 

For these at Beste and L'Ombre woo, 

And play for love and money too ; 

Strive who shall be the ablest man 

At right gallanting of a fan ; 1010 

And who the most genteelly bred 

At sucking of a vizard-bead ; 

How best t' accost us in all quarters, 

T' our (|uestion-and-command new Garters ; 

And solidly discourse upon 1015 

All sorts of dresses pro and con ; 

For there's no mystery nor trade, 

But in the art of love is made ; 

And when you have more debts to pay 

Than Michaelmas and Lady-Day, 1020 

And no way possible to do t. 

But love and oaths, and restless suit, 

To us y' apply to pay the scores 

Of all your cully'd past amours ; 

Act o'er your flames and darts again, 1025 

And charge us with your wounds and pain ; 

Wliich others' influences lon^ since 

Have charm'd your noses with, and shins ; 

For which the surgeon is unpaid. 

And like to be, without our aid. 1030 

Lord ! what an am'rous Uflng is want ! 

How debts and mortgages enchant ! 

What graces must that lady have 

Th^t can from executions save \ 

What charms that can reverse extent, 1035 

And null decree and exigent ! 

What magical attracts and graces. 

That can redeem from scire facias ! 
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From bonds and statates can discharge, 

And from contempts of coort enlarge I 1040 

These are the highest excellencies 

Of all your true or false pretences ; 

And yoa would daom joorselves, and swear 

As much t' an hostess dowager, 

Gfown &t and porsr by retail 1045 

Of pots of beer and bottled ale. 

And find her fitter for your torn. 

For &t is wondroas apt to bum ; 

Who at your flames woold soon take fire. 

Relent, and melt to yoor desire, 1050 

And, like a candle in the socket, 

Dusolve her graces int' yoar pocket. 

By this time 'twas grown dark and late. 
When th' heard a knocking at the g^te. 
Laid on in haste, with such a powder, 1055 
The blows grew loader still and louder ; 
Which Humbras, as if th' had been, 
Bestow'd as freely on his skin, 
Expoonding by mA inward light. 
Or rather more prophetic fright, 1000 

To be the wizard, come to search. 
And take him napping in the lurdi, 
Tam'd pale as ashes, or a clont. 
Bat why or wherefore is a doubt ; 
For men will tremble, and turn paler, 101S5 
With too much or too little valour. 
His heart laid on, as if it try'd 
To force a passage through his side. 
Impatient (as he vow'd) to wait 'em. 
But in a fary to fly at 'em ; 1070 

And therefore beat, and laid about, 
To find a cranny to creep out. 
Bat she, who saw in what a taking 
The Knight was by his furious quaking, 
Undaunted cry'd. Courage, Sir Knight: 1075 
Know, I'm resolv'd to break no rite 
Of hospitality t' a stranger ; 
But to secare you out c? danger, 
ynJl here mj^self stand sentinel, 
Togttud ima pass 'gainst Sidrophel, 1060 
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Women, you know, do seldom fidl 

To make the stoutest men turn tail : 

And bravely scorn to turn their baclu 

Upon the desp^ratest attacks. 

At this the Ejiight grew resolute 1065 

As Ironside and Hardiknute : 

His fortitude be^n to rally. 

And out he cry a aloud to sally. 

But she besought him to convey 

His courage rather out o' th^ way, 1090 

And lodjfe in ambush on the floor, 

Or forti^'d behind a door ; 

That if the enemy should enter. 

He might relieve her in th^ adventure. 

Meanwhile they knocked against the door 
As fierce as at the gate before, 1096 

Which made the renegade Knight 
Relapse again t' his former fright. 
He thoaght it desperate to stay 
Till th' enemy had fore d his way, 1100 

But rather post himself, to serve 
The lady, for a fresh reserve. 
His duty was not to dispute. 
But what sh' had ordered execute ; 
Which he resolved in haste t'obey, 1106 

And therefore stoutly march 'd away; 
And all h' encountered fell upon. 
Though in the dark, and all alone ; 
Till fear, that braver feats performs 
Than ever courage dar'd in arms, 1110 

Had drawn him up before a pass. 
To stand upon his guard and face ; 
This he courageously invaded, 
And having entered, barricado'd, 
Insconc'd himself as formidable 1115 

As could be underneath a table, 
Where he lay down in ambush close, 
T' expect th arrival of his foes. 
Few minutes he had lain perdue, 
To guard his desperate avenue, 1190 

1066. Two famous and valiant miness of tlili eoan* 
try ; the one a Saion, tha oibu ^ uvda. 
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Before he heard a dreadful shout, 

As loud as putting to the rout, 

With which impatiently alarmM, 

He fancy M th' enemy had stormM, 

And, aflter ent'nng, Sidrophel 11 

Was fall'n upon the guards pell-mell : 

He therefore sent out all his senses, 

To bring him in intelligences. 

Which vulgars out of ignorance, 

Mistake for falling in a trance ; 11; 

But those who trade in geomancy. 

Affirm to be the strength of fancy ; 

In which the LaplandMagi deal. 

And things incredible reveal. 

Meanwhile the foe beat up his quarters, Hi 

And stormM the outworks of his fortress : 

And as another of the same 

Degree and party, in arms and fame. 

That in the same cause had engagM, 

And war with equal conduct wag'd, ]1< 

B]^ venturing only but to thrust 

Ills head a span beyond his post, 

B* a general of the cavaliers 

Was dragged thro' a window by the ears ; 

^o he was servM in hie redoubt, 11' 

And by the other end puird out. 

Soon r>s they had him at their mercy, 
They put him to the cudgel fiercely, 
As if they'd scorn to tnj& or barter, 
By giving or by taking quarter : 
Tliey stoutly on his quarters laid, 
-UntU his scouts came in t' his aid ; 
For when a man is past his sense, 
There'ff no way to reduce him thence, 
But twinging him by th' ears or noee, Hi 
Or laying on of heavy blows 

1131. Tbe Lairiand Magi. The Laplanders are 
idcdatroui people, far north ; and it is very crediUy i 
ported by authors and persons that have travelled 
their country, that they do perform things incredibla 
wiM ia nUgaily caUea magic. 
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And if that will not do the deed, 

To burning with hot irons proceed. 

No sooner was he come t^ himself, 

But on his neck a sturdy elf 1160 

ClappM, in a trice, his cloven hoof, 

And thus attacks him with reproof: 

Mortal, thou art betrayM to us 
B' our friend, thy Evil Genius, 
Who, for thy horrid perjuries, 1165 

Thy breach of faith, and turning lies, 
The brethren's privilege (against 
The wicked) on themselves, the saints, 
Has here thy wretched carcass sent 
For just revenge and punishment ; 1170 

Which thou hast now no way to lessen, 
But bv an open free confession ; 
For if we catch thee failing once, 
'Twill fall the heavier on uiy bodes. 

What made thee venture to betray, 1175 
And filch the lady's heart away? 
To spirit her to matrimony ? — 
That wliich contracts all matches — money, 
It was th' enchantment of her riches 
That made m' apply t' your crony witches, 1180 
That, in return^ would pay th' expense, 
The wear and tear of conscience; 
Which I could have patched up, and tam'd, 
For th' hundredth part of what 1 eam'd. 

Didst thou not love her, thenf Speak true. 
No more (quoth he) than I love you^ — 1186 
How would'st th' have us'd her, and her money i 
First tum'd her up to alimony. 
And laid hor dowry out in law. 
To null her Jointure with a flaw, 1190 

Which I before-hand had agreed 
T' have put, on purpose in the deed ; 
And bar her widow's making over 
T' a fnend in trust, or private lover. 

What made thee pick and choose har out, 
T* employ their sorceries about ? — 119$ 

That which makes gamesters play with those 
Who have least wit, and most to losa. -. ^ 

115B. An alluston to ca\iiec\zV»% Vti vQO\^«ate»%%«» .ij 
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But didst thou scourge thy vessel thus, 
As thou hast damn'd thyself to us ? ISMX) 

I see you take me for an ass : 
Tis true, I thought the trick would pasfi 
Upon a woman well enough, 
As H has been often found by proof; 
Whose humours are not to be won, 1905 

But when they are imposed upon : 
For love approves of all Jthey do 
That stand for candidates, and woo. 

Why didst thou forge those shameful Um 
Of bears and witches in disguise.'' 1210 

That is no more than authors give 
The rabble credit to believe ; 
A trick of following their leaders, 
To entertain their gentle readers : 
And we have now no other way 1215 

Of passing all we do or say ; 
Which, when 'tis natural and true, 
Will be believM b' a venr few, 
Beside the danger of ofience. 
The fatal enemy of sense. 1290 

Why didst thou choose that cursed bui. 
Hypocrisy, to set up in r 

Because it is the thriving^st calling, 
The only sainf-bell that rings all in ; 
In which all churches are concerned, 1225 

And is the easiest to be learnM . 
For no degrees, unless they employ t, 
Can ever gain much, or enjoy 't : » 

A gift that is not only able 
To domineer among the rabble, 15230 

But by the laws impower''d to rout. 
And awe the greatest that stand out ; 
Which few hold forth against, for fear 
Their hands should slip, and come too near ; 
For no sin else among the saints 1235 

Is taught so tenderly against. 

What made thee break thy plighted vows ?-— 
That which makes others break a house, . 
And brjiff, and scorn ye alL, before 
Eaduxe mb plague a£'Wx^ ^^ooc. 1240 
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Quoth he, 1 see you have more tricks 
Than all our doating poHtics, 
That are grown old, and out of fashion^ 
ComparM with your New Reformation ; 
That we must come to school to you, 1345 
To learn your more refined and new, 

Quoth he, if you will give me leave 
To tell you what I now perceive, 
TouHl find yourself an arrant chouse, 
If y* were but at a meeting-house. — 1250 

Tis true, (quoth he) we ne^er come there, 
Because wi^ have let 'em out by th' year. 

Truly, quoth he, you canH imagine 
What wondrous things the]^ will engage in : 
That as your fellow-Sends in hell 1355 

Were angels all before they fell. 
So are you Eke to be agen, 
ComparM with th' angels of us men. 

Quoth he, 1 am resolv'd to be 
Thy scholar in this mystery ; 1360 

And therefore first desire to know 
Some principles on which you go. 

What makes a knave a child of God, 
And one of us ? — A Uvelihood. 

What renders beating out of braiai, 1265 
And murder, godliness .•' — Great^ains. 

What's tender conscience ? — "Ks a botdi. 
That will not bear the gentlest touch ; 
But breaking out, dispatches more 
Than th' epidemical'st pla^e-sore. 1370 

W^at makes y' encroach upon our trtde, 
And damn all others ? — To be paid. 

What's orthodox, and true believing 
Against a conscience ? — ^A good living. 

YVhat makes rebelling against kings 1375 
Affood old cause? — Administ'rings. 

What makes old doctrines plain and dear?— 
About two hundred pounds a year. 

And that which was prov'd true before. 
Prove false agahi ? — ^Two hundred mote. 1369 

What makes the breaking of all oathi 
A boly duty? — ^Food and clothee. 
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When, afler a short pause and groan, 
The dolefnl spirit thus went on : 

This 'tis t' engage with dogs and bears 
Pell-mell together by the ears, 
And, after piamful ban^ and knocks, 12 
To lie in limbo in tbo nocks, 
And from the pinnacle of glory 
Fall headlong into purgatory. 
(Thought he, this deviPs fall of malice, 
That on my late disasters rallies.) 1^ 

Condemned to whipping, but declined it, 
By being more heroic minded ; 
And at a riding handled worse, 
With treats more slovenly and coarse : 
EngagM with fiends in stubborn wars, 13 
And hot disputes with conjurers ; 
And when th' hadst bravely won the day, 
Wast fain to steal thyself away. 
(I see, thought he, this shameless elf 
Would fain steal me too from myself, 13 
That impudently dares to own 
What I have sunerM for and done.) 
And now, but yent^ring to betray. 
Hast met with vengeance the same way. 

Thought he, how does the devil know 13 
What 'twas- that 1 designed to dof 
His office of intelligence. 
His oracles, are ceas'd long since ; 
And he knows nothing of the saints. 
But what some treacherous spy acquaints. 13 
That is some pettifogging fiend. 
Some under door-keeper^ fiiend's friend. 
That undertakes to understand. 
And juggles at the second-hand ; 
And now would pabs for Spirit Po, 13 

And all men's dark concerns foreknow. 
I think I need not fear him for't ; 
These rallying devils do no hurt. 
With that he rous-d his drooping heart, 
And hastily cry'd out. What art^ 14 

A wretch (quoth he) whom want of grace 
Hm brought to this unhappy place. 
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T do believe thee, quoth the Knight ; 
Thus far I'm sure th' art in the right; 
And know what His that troubles thee, 1405 
Better than thou hast guessM of me. 
Thoa art some paltry, olackguard sprite^ 
CondemnM to drudg'ry in the night ; 
Thou hast no work to do in th' house, 
Nor halfpenny to drop in shoes ; 1410 

Without the raising of which sum 
Tou dare not be so troublesome 
To pinch the slatterns black and blue, 
For leaving you tireir work to do. 
This is your business, good Pug-Robin, 1415 
And your diversion dull dry-bobbing, 
T^ entice fanatics in the dirt, 
And wash them clean in ditches forH ; 
Of which conceit you are so proud, 
At ev*ry jest you laugh aloud, 1420 

As now you would have done by me. 
But that I barrM your raillery. 

Sir (quoth the voice,) y' are no such Soptd 
As you would have the world judge of ye. 
If you design to weigh our talents 1425 

r th^ standard of your own false balance, 
Or think it possible to know 
Us ghosts as well as we do you ; 
We, who have been the everlasting 
Companions of your drubs and basting, 1490 
And never lefl you in contest, 
With male or i'cmale, man or beast. 
But prov'd as true t^ yc, and entire, 
In all advontuvos, "s your Squire. 

Quoth he. Thai, may bo said as true 1435 
By th' idlest puff of ail your crew : 
For none could nave betray'd us worse 
Than those allies of ours and yours. 
But I have sent him for a token 
To your low-countiy Hogen-Megen, 1440 

1433. Sophi is at present the name of ths Idapi of 

. Persia, not superadded, as Pharaob waste tlM kin|iof 

£gvpt, tmt the name of tbe Aunily itself, uid religion 

ofHali, whose descendants hy Fatimai 1filiQiBaa(C% 

daughter, took tbe name of Baphi. 
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To whose infernal shores I hope 

Hell swing like skippers in a rope. 

And if y^ have been more just to me 

(Ai I am apt to think) than he, 

I am afraid it is as true, 

What th^ ill-affected say of yoa : 

T' have spoosM the Covenant and Cauae, 

By holding up your cloven piiws. 

Sir, (ouotb the vmce,) 'tis true, I grant» 
We made and took the Covenant ; 
But that no more concerns the Cause 
Than other perjMes do the laws. 
Which, when they're prov'd in open court, 
Wear wooden peccadillos for't : 
And that's the reason Covenanters 
Hold up their hands, like rogues at bars. 

I see, quoth Hudibras, from whence 
These scandals of the saints commence, 
That are but natural effects 
Of Satan^s malice, and his sects. 
Those spider-saints, that han^ by threads, 
Spun out o^ th' entrails of their heads. 

Sir, (quoth the voice) that may as true 
And properly be said of you, 
Whose talents may compare with either, ] 
Or both the other put together : 
For all the Independents do 
Is only what you forcM 'em to ; 
You, who are not content alone 
With tricks to put the devil d^wn, . ) 

But must have armies raisM to back 
The gospel work you undertake ; , 

As ifartillery, and edge-tools. 
Were th^ only engines to save souls : 
While he, poor devil, has no pow^r ] 

Bv force to run down and devour ; 
Hub ne'er a Classis ; caimot sentence 
To stools, or pMmdage of repentance ; 
Is ty'd up onhr to design, 
T* entice, and tempt, and undermine ; 1 

1454. Peccadillos were stiff pieces that went a 
the oeck,aiid roundabout tbe shoulders, to pin the li 
worn by persons vke \& ^«H^iSi^\ but his wooden 
ia a pillory. 
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lu which you all his arts outdo, 

And prove yourselves his betters too. 

Hence 'tis possessions do less evil 

Than mere temptations of the devil, 

Which all the horrid'st actions done 1485 

Are charg'd in courts of law upon 

Because, unless they help the elf, 

He can do little of himself ; 

And therefore where he's best poasessM, 

Acts most against the interest ; 1490 

Surprises none, but those wh' have priests 

To turn him out, and exorcists, 

Supply'd with spiritual provision, 

And magazines of ammunition ; 

With crosses, relics, cruciiizes, 1495 

Beads, pictures, rosaries, and pixes ; 

The tools of working out salvation 

By mere mechanic operation ; 

With holy water, like a sluice, 

To overm>w all avenues : 1500 

But those wh' are utterly unarm'd 

T' oppose his entrance, if he storm'd, 

He never offers to surprise. 

Although his falsest enemies ; 

But is content to be their drudge, 1505 

And on their errands glad to trudge : 

For where are all your forfeitures 

Intrusted in safe hands, but ours ? 

Who are but jailers of the holes 

And dungeons where you clap up souls ; 151§ 

Like uncfor-keepers, turn the keys, 

T* your mittimus anathemas; 

And never boggle to restore 

The members you deliver o'er 

Upon demand, with fairer justice 1515 

Than all your covenanting Trustees ; 

Unless, to punish them the worse, 

Tou put them in the secular pow'ns. 

And pass their souls, as some demise 

The same estate in mortgage twice; 1520 

1483. Criminali, in tbeir indictments, are cbaiged 
witli not liiving tbe fear of God before Uieir «y«K vox 
Miv led Ity the instigaUoa of tkw &vrVu 
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When to a legal Utlegation 
You turn your excommunication, 
And for a groat unpaid, that^s due, 
Distrain on soul and body too. . 

Thought he, 'tis no mean part of civil ', 
State prudence to cajole the devil ; 
And not to handle him too rough. 
When h^ has us in his cloven hoof. 

'Tis true, quoth he, that intercourse 
Has passM between your friends and outb, 1 
That as you trust us. in our wav. 
To raise your members, and to fay, 
We send you others of our own. 
Denounced to hang themselves or drowHf 
Or, frighted with our oratory, ] 

To leap down headlong many a story ; 
Have usM all means to propagate 
Your mighty interests of state ; 
Laid out our spiritual gifls to further 
Your ffreat designs of rage and murther. 1 
For ifthe saints are nam d from blood. 
We only have made that title good ; 
And if it were but in our power. 
We should not scruple to do more. 
And not be half a soul behind 1 

Of all dissenters of mankind. 

Right, quoth the voice, and as I scorn 
To be ungrateful, in return 
Of all those kind good offices, 
rU fi'ee you out of this distress, 1 

And set you down in safety, where 
It is no time to tell you here. 
The cock crows, and the mom grows on. 
When 'tis decreed I must be gone ; 
And if I leave you here till day, 1 

YouMl find it hard to get away. 

With that the spirit grop'd about, 
To find th' enchanted hero out, 

1521. When they return the excommunication intc 
Cliancery, there is issued out a writ aratimt tbefiev 

1S94. !&(eomn«)icatioa, which dq^ftvw men f 
MngnembersoC Uie^ibl« dmrdi, nadtoaa^ 
liven them up to tbe 4b^U. 
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And try'd with haste to hft him up; 

But found his forlorn hope, his crup, 1560 

Unserviceable with kicks and blows;, 

ReemvM from hardenM-heaited foes. 

He thought to drag him by the heels, 

Like Gresbam carts, with leffs for wheela ; 

But fear, that soonest cures those sores 1565 

In danger of relapse to worse, 

Came in t' assist him with its aid, 

And up his sinking vessel weighed. 

No sooner was he fit to trudge. 

But both made ready to dislodge ; 1570 

The spirit hors'd hiin like a sack 

Upon the vehicle his back ; 

And bore him headlong into th** hall, 

With some few rub's against the wall ; 

Where finding out the postern locked, 1575 

And th' avenues as strongly blocks, 

H' attacked the window, storm d the glaas. 

And in a moment gain d the pass ; 

Thro" which he dragg d the worsted soldier's 

Fore-quarters out by th' head and shoulders ; 

And cautiously b^gan to scout, 1581 

To find their fellow-cattle out. 

Nor was it half a minute's quest. 

Ere he retrieve the champion's beast, 

Ty'd to a pale, instead of rack, 1585 

But ne^er a saddle on his back, 

Nor pistols at the saddle-bow, 

Convey 'd away the Lord knows how. 

He thought it was no time to stay, 

And let the night too steal away ; 1590 

But in a trice advanced the Knight 

Upon the bare ridge, bolt upright. 

And groping out K>r Ralpho's jade, 

He found the saddle too was strayM, 

And in the place a lump of soap, 1595 

On which he speedily leap'd up ; 

And turning to the gate the rein. 

He kicked and cudgellM on amain ; 

'While Hudibras, with equal haste, 

Ob b«tkaidM laid about as fast, V^fi^ 
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And spurrM, as jockies use, to breaks 

Or padders to secure, a neck ; 

Where let us leave 'em for a time, 

And to their churches turn our rhymo ; 

To hold forth their declining state, 1605 

Which now come near an even rate. 
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The saints engage in fierce contests . 
About their carnal interests, 
To share their sacrilegious preys. 
According to their rates of )3race : 
Their various frenzies to reform. 
When Cromwell' left them in a storm ; 
Till in th* effige of Rumps, the rabble 
Bum all their Grandees or the Cabal. 

The learned write, an insect breeze 

Is but a mongrel prince of bees. 

That falls before a storm on cows, 

And stings the founders of his house ; 

From whose corrupted flesh that breed 5 

Of vermin did at first proceed : 

So, ere the storm of war broke out, 

Religion spawnM a various rout 

Of petulant capricious sects. 

The maggots of corrupted texts, 10 

That first run all religion down. 

And after ev'ry swarm its own : 

For as the Persian Magi once 

Upon tbMriQothers got their sons, 

That were incapable t^ enjoy 15 

That empire any other way, 

1. An insect breeze. Breeases often Inring along witi 
them great quantities of insects, which some are of 
opinion are generated from viscous exhalation in the 
air ; but our author makes them proceed from a cow's 
dnog, and afterwards become a plague to that wlienc* 
it rcMsdved its original. 

13. The Magi were priests and phfloeopben among 

the Persians, intrusted with the government both oivu 

and eoclesiastic, much addicted to the observation of 

the Stan. Zoroaster is reported to be their first antlior4 

They bad this custom among them, to preserve and eon« 

dntie their ftunilies by inceetttous copulation with their 

own mothers Borne axe of cvv^tA^n that (be three wtaa 

men that came out of Uie 'Elaai Vk 'WfRiikiBK^ o«i %c<\nas 

were eomeof tlMse. 
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So Presbyter begot the other 

Upon the Good Old Cause, his mother, 

Then bore them, like the devil's dam« 

Whose son and husband are the same ; 90 

And yet no natural tie of blood, 

Nor interest for the common good. 

Could, when their profits interfere, 

Get quarter for each other's beard : 

For when they thriv'd, they never fiidg'd, 25 

But only by the ears engaged ; 

Like dogs that snarl about a bone. 

And play together when they've none; 

As by their truest characters. 

Their constant actions, plainly appears. 30 

Rebellion now began, for lack 

Of zeal and plunder, to grow slack; 

The Cause and Covenant t^lessen, 

And Providence to b' out or^^ason : 

For now there was no more to purchase 35 

O' th' king's revenue and the churches, 

But all divided, shar'd, and gone. 

That us'd to urge the brethren on ; 

Which forc'd the stubbom'st for the Cause, 

To cross the cudgels to the laws, 40 

That what by breaking them th' had gain'd, 

By their support might be maintained ; 

Like thieves, that in a hemp-plot Ue, 

Secured against the hue-and-cry ; 

For Presbyter and Independent 45 

Were now tum'd plaintiff and defmdaiit ; 

Laid out their apostolic functions 

On carnal orders and injunctions ; 

And all their precious gifts and graces 

On outlawries and scire facias ; 50 

At Michael's term had many a trial, 

Worse than the dragon and St. Michael, 

Where thousands fell, in shape of fees. 

Into the bottomless abyss. 

For when, Uke brethren, and hke fiiends, 55 

They came to share their dividends, 

91 . 8t Michael, an arehangsl, mentioiMd la 8t Jsde's 
Efiitle, vsise 9. 
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And evVy partner to possess 
His chiircb and state joint-purchases, 
In which the ablest saint, and best, 
Was nam'd in trust by all the rest 
To pay their money, and, instead 
Of evVy brother, pass the deed. 
He straight converted all his ffiili 
To pious frauds and holy shitlB, 
And settled all the .other shares 
Upon his outward mau and 's heirs ; 
H«ld all they claim d as forfeit landi 
Dehver'd up into his hands. 
And pass'd upon his conscience 
By pre-entail of Providence ; 
Impeacird the rest for reprobates, 
That had no titlef< to estates. 
But by their spiritual attaints 
Degraded from th^ right of saints. 
This b*ing revesi'd. they now begun 
With law and conscience to fall on, 
And laid about as hot and brain-sick 
As th' utter barrister of Swanswick ; 
Engag'd with money-bags a» bold 
As men with Hand-bags did of old ; 
That brought the lawyers m more fees 
Than all unsanctify'd trustees ; 
Till he who had no more to show 
F th' case received the overthrow ; 
Or, both sides having had the worst, 
They parted as they met at first. 

Poop Presbyter was now reduced. 
Secluded, and cashiered, and chousM I 
TumM out. and excommunicate 
Trom all affairs of church and state; 
Reformed t' a reformado saint. 
And glad to turn itinerant, 
To stroll and teach from town to town. 
And those he had taught up teach down, 

77. Willikru Prynn, of Lincoln's Inn, Bcq. boi 
SwaiMwick, who styled himaelfUtter Barritter. a 

" ansi 



pfrsofif aiid voiumiaous writer; and 
Isstoration, ksspei of \hA raeocdi in tlia Towsr. 
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And make those uses serve aoen 95 

Against the new-enljg!iten d men, 

As fit as when at first they were 

Reveal'd against the Cavaher ; 

Damn Anabaptist and fanatic, 

As pat as po])ish and prelatic ; 100 

And with as little variation, 

To serve for any sect i' tli' nation. 

The Good Old Cause, wliich some believe 

To bo the devil tliat tempted Eve 

With knowledge, and does still invite 105 

The world to mischief with new Light, 

J Idd store of money in her purse 

When he took her for bettV or worse ; 

But now was grown deform'd and pooFi 

And fit to bo turn'd out of door. 110 

The Independents (whose first station 
Was in the rear of reformation, 
A mongrel kind of church dragoons, 
That servM for horse and foot at once, 
And in the saddle of one steed 115 

The Saracen and Christian rid, 
Were free of ev Vy spiritual order, 
To preach, and fight, and pray, and murder) 
No sooner got the start to lurch 
Both disciplines of war, and church, 190 

And providence enough to run 
The chief commanders of 'em down, 
But carryM on the war against 
The common enemy o' th' saints. 
And in a while prcvail'd so far, 135 

To win of them tlie game of war, 
And be at liberty once more 
T attack themselves, as th' had before. 

For now tliere was no foe in arms, 
T' imito their factions with alarms, 130 

But all reducM and overcome. 
Except their worst, themselves at home, 
Wh' nad compass'd all they pray'd, and twore. 
And fought, and preach'd, and plundered for ; 
SubdaM the nation, church, and state, 135 
And all thioffs but their laws au.dVx'ftXft*. 

L2 
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But when they came to treat and transact, 

And share the spoil of all th' had ransackt, 

To botch up what th^ had torn and rent, 

Religion and the government, 140 

They met no sooner, but preparM 

To pull down all the war had sparM ; 

Agreed in nothing but t aboUsh, 

Subvert, extirpate, and demolish : 

For knaves and fools bHng near of kin 145 

As Dutch Boors are t' a Sooterkin, 

Both parties join'd to do their best 

To damn the public interest. 

And herded only in consults. 

To put by one another ^s bolts ; 150 

T' out cant the Babylonian labourers. 

At all their dialects of jabberers. 

And tug at both ends of the saw, 

To tear down government and law. 

For as two cheats that play one game, 155 

Are both defeated of their aim. 

So those who play a game of state. 

And only cavil in debate. 

Although there's nothing lost or won, 

The public business is undone ; IfiO 

Which still the longer 'tis in doing, 

Becomes the surer way to ruin. 

This when the royalists perceivM 
(Who to their faith as firmly cleav'd, 
And own'd the right they had paid down 165 
So dearly for, the church and crown,) 
Th' united constanter, and sided 
The more, the more their foes divided : 
For though out-number'd, overthrown. 
And by the fate of war run down, 179 

Their duty never was defeated, 
Nor fi'om their oaths and faith retreated ; 

146. It is reported of the Dutch women, that maklAf 
io great a use of stoves, and often putting them under 
their petticoats, they engender a kind of ugly monster, 
which is called a Sooterkin. 

151. At the building of the Tower of Babel, wktfi 
Ooi made the coafusioa of languages. 
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For loyalty is still the same. 

Whether it win or lose the game ; 

True as the dial to the sun, 175 

Althou^ it be not shin d upon. 

But when these brethren in evil. 

Their adversaries, and the devil. 

Began once more to shew them play, 

And hopes, at least, to have a day, 180 

They rally'd in parades of woods. 

And unfrequented Rolitudes ; 

Convened at midnight in outhouses, 

T* appoint new-rising rendezvouses. 

And, with a pertinacy unrnatch d, 185 

For new recruits of dfanger watchM. 

No sooner was one blow diverted, 

But up another party started ; 

And, as if nature too, in haste 

To furnish out supplies as fast, 190 

Before her time, had tumM destruction 

T' a new and numerous production. 

No sooner those were overcome. 

But up rose others in their room. 

That, like the Christian faith, increast 195 

The more, the more they were supprest : 

Whom neither chains nor transportation. 

Proscription, sale, or confiscation, 

Nor all the desperate events 

Of former try'd experiments, dOO 

Nor wounds could terrify, nor mangling. 

To leave off loyalty and dangling ; 

Nor death (with ail his bones) affright 

From venturing to maintain the right. 

From staking ufe and fortune down 905 

'Gainst all together, for the crown; 

But kept the title of their cause 

From forfeiture, like claims in laws : 

And prov'd no prosperous usurpation ' 

Can ever settle in the nation ; 210 

Until, in spite of force and treason, 

They put their loyalty in possession ; 

And, by thieir constancy and faith. 

Destroy *d tlio mighty men of Gath. 
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To8s*d in a furious hurricane, 915 

Did Oliver give up his reign; 
And was believ'd, as well by saints 
An mortal men and miscreantg, 
To founder in the Stygian ferry, 
Until he was retrieved by Sterry ; SEW 

Who, in a false erroneous dream, 
Bfistook the New Jerusalem 
Profanely for th' apocryphal 
False Heaven at the end o^ th' hall ; 
Whither it was decreed by fate 935 

His precious reliques to translate. 
So Romulus was seen before 
B* as orthodox a senator, 
From whose divine illuminati<Mi 
He stole the Pagan revelation. 930 

Next him his son and heir apparent 
Succeeded, though a lame vicegerent ; 
Who first laid by the Parliament, 
The only crutch on which he leant; 

215. At Oliver's death was a most furious tempeit, 
such as had not been known in the memory of man, or 
hardly ever recdrded to have been in this nation. 

This Sterry reported something ridiculously fabulous 
concerning Oliver, not unlike what Prociilus did of 
KomuluH. 

334. After the Restoration, Oliver's body was dugup, 
and his head set at the farther end of Westminster- hall, 
near which place there is a house of entertainment, 
which is commonly known by the name of Heaven. 

227. A Roman senator, whose name was ProcuIus,and 
much beloved by Romulus, made oath before the senate, 
that this prince appeared to him after his death, and 
predicted the future grandeur of that city, promising to 
be protector of it; and expressly charged him that he 
should be adored under the name of Q,uir>nu8 ; and be 
had bis temple on Mount Quisinale. 

231. Oliver's eldest son Richard was, by him before 
hisdeath, declared his successior ; and, by order of privy- 
council, proclaimed Lord Protector, and received the 
compliments of coiigratulaiion and condolence, at the 
same time, from the lord mayor and court of aldermen : 
and addresses were prpsenied to him from all parts of 
the nation, promising to stand by him with tbeir livatf- 
and fortunes He summonrd a parliament to meet at 
Westminsip , which recognised him Lord Protector: 
yet, notwithstaitdiuK, Fleetwood, Desborougb, and tbdv 
partisans, managed affaliiB vo^iYoxYkft «%» cM&f^«i 
resign. 
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And then sunk underneath the state, 235 

TJiat rode liim above horsemen's weight. 
And now tlie saints began tlieir reign, 
For which th' had yearn d so long in vain, 
And felt such bowel-hankerings, 
To see an empire all of kings, 240 

Deliver^ from the Egyptian awe 
Of justice, government, and law, 
And free t' erect what spiritual cantons 
Should be reveal'd, or gospel Hans-Towns, 
To edify upon the ruins 245 

Of John of Leyden 8 old out-goings ; 
Who for a weather-cock hung up, 
Upon the mother church's top : 
Was made a type, by Providence, 
Of all their revelations since ; 250 

And now fulfilled by his successors. 
Who equally mistook their measures : 
For when they came to shape the model. 
Not one could fit another's noddle ; 
But found their light and gifts more wide 255 
From fadging than th' unsanctify'd ; 
While ev'ry individual brother 
Strove hand to fist against another ; 
And still the maddest, and most crackt, 
AVere found the busiest to transact : 260 

For though most hands dispatch apace, 
And make light work (the proverb says,) 
Yet many di3*'rent intellects 
Are found t' have contrary effects ; 

345. John of Leyden, wtiOHe name was Buckhold, was 
a butcher of the same place, but a craOy, eloquent, and 
seditions fellow, and one of those called Anabaptista. 
{Je went and set up at M mister, wtiere, with Knipper- 
dolling, and othors of the same faction, they spread their 
abominable errors, ind ran about the streets in enthu- 
siastical raptures, crying, ' Repent, and be liaptized ;' 
pronouncint; dismal woes against all those that would 
not embrace their tenets. About the year 1533, they 
broke out into :in opeti insurrectir^n, and seised tlie pa- 
lace and magazines, and grew so formidable, that it.WM 
very dangerous tor those wtio were not of their persua- 
sion to dwell in Munster ; but at length he and his asso- 
ciates being subdued and taken, h« was executed at 
Munster, and had his flesh pulied off by two «UK»»i«!f^^ 
en, with red- hot pincers for the ayaiM <:^ m^'^'QBiO 
tben run through with a awoid. 
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And many heads t' obstruct intrigues, 265 
As slowest insects have most legs. 

Some were for setting up a king ; 
But all the rest for no sue ■ thing, 
Unless King Jesus. Others tamper^ 
Fox JHeetwood, Desborough, and Lambert ; 270 
Some for the Rump, and some, more craftj, 
For Affitators, and the safety ; 
Some ror the gospel, and massacres 
Of spiritual affidavit-makers. 
That swore to any human regence * 275 

Oaths of supremacy and alle^ance ; ^ 
Tea, though the ablest sweanng saint 
That Youcn'd the bulls o' the Covenant : 
Others for pulling down th' high places 
Of synods and provincial classes, 5)80 

That us'd to make such hostile inroads 
Upon the saints, like bloody Nimrods : 
Some for fulfilling prophecies. 
And th^ extirpation of th' excise ; 
And some against th^ Egyptian bondage 285 
Of holy-days, and paying poundage : 
Some for the cutting down of groves, 
And rectifying bakers^ loaves ; 
And some for finding out expedients 
Against the slavery of obedience : - 290 

Some were for gospel ministers. 
And some for r^-coat seculars. 
As men most fit t' hold forth the word, 
And wield the one and th' other sword : 
Some were for carrying on the work 295 

Against the Pope, and some the Turk : 
Some for engaging to suppress 
The Camisado of surplices. 
That gifts and dispensations hinder M, 
And tumM to th' outward man the mward ; 300 
More proper for the cloudy night 
Of popery than gospel light: 
Others were for abolishing 
That tool of matrimony, a ring, 

' With which th' unsanctify'd bridegroom 305 

la marryM only lo a XViMmb 
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(Af wise u hnging of a pif , 

That usM to break up ground^ and dig ;) 

The bride to nothing but her wiJI, 

That nulls the after-marriage itill : 310 

Some were for th' utter extirpation 

Of linsey-woolsey in the nation ; 

And some against all idoiizmg 

I'he cross in shop-books, or baptizing ; 

Others' to make all tilings recant 315 

The Christian or surname of saint. 

And force all churches, streets, and towni, 

The holy title to renounce : 

Some 'gainst a third estate of souls. 

And bringing down the price of coalf: 390 

Some for abolishing black-pudding. 

And eating pothing with the blood in ; 

To abrogate them roots and branchee; 

While others were for eatinff haunches 

Of warriors, and, now and then, 3S5 

The flesh of kings and mi^ht^r men; 

And some for breaking oLtheir bones 

"With rods of ir'n, by secret ones ; 

For thrashing mountains, and with meHa 

For hallowing carriers" packs and bells : 330 

Things that uie legend never heard of, 

But made the wicked sore afear'd of. 

The quacks of government (who sat* 
At th' unregarded helm of state. 
And understood this wild confusion 335 

Of fatal madness and delusion. 
Must, sooner than a prodigy. 
Portend destruction to be nigh) 
Considered timely how t' withdraw, 
And save their wind-pipes from the law ; 340 
For one rencounter at the bar 
Was worse than all th' had "scapM in war ; 
And therefore met in consultation, 
To cant and quack upon the nation ; 
Not for the sickly patient's sake ; 345 

Nor what to give but what to take; 
To feel the pulses of their fees. 
Mora wis^ man fumbling arteries ; 
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Prolong the snuff of life in pain, 

And from the grave recover — Gain. 350 

'Mong these there was a politician 
With more heads than a beast in yision, 
And more intrigues in ev^ry one 
Than all the whores of Babylon; 
So politic, as if one eye 355 

Upon the other were a spy, 
That, to trepan the one to think 
The otlier blind, both strove to blink ; 
And in his dark pragmatic way, 
As busy as a child at play. 360 

H' had seen three governments run down. 
And had a hand in ev'ry one ; 
Was for 'em and against "em all. 
But barbarous when they came to fall : 
f'or, by trepanning th* old to ruui, 365 

He made bis interest with the new one ; 
PlayM true and faithful, tiiough against 
His conscience, and was still advancM : 
For by the witchcraft of rebelUon 
Transformed t' a feeble state-camelion, 370 
^^y fi^^ving aim from side to side, 
1 le never failM to save his tide, 
]iut got the start of ev'ry state. 
And at a change ne'er came too late ; 
(^ould turn his word, and oath, and faith, 375 
As many ways as in a lathe ; 
By turning, wriggle, like a screw, 
Jnt' highest trust, and out, for new : 
Fv)r when h' had happily incurred, 
Instead of hemp, to be preferred, 380 

And nuss'd upon a government. 
He play'd his t^ek, and out he went ; 
But being out, and out of hopes 
To mount his ladder (more) of ropes, 
Would strive to raise himself upon 385 

The public ruin, and his own ; 
So little did he understand 
The desperate feats he took in hand, 

3S1. Tbis was the famous E. of S. who was endued 
with a particular faeviity of vnutvrmiuing aad subverting 
mU sorxa of govcnuneuu 
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For when h' had got himflelf a name 

For fraud and tridsa, he epoU'd his game.; 390 

Had ibrcM his nefsk into a noose. 

To show his play at fast and loose ; 

And when he chanc'd t^ escape, mi8took« 

For art and subtlety, his luck. 

So rigfht his judgment was cut fit, 995 

And made a tally to his wit. 

And both together most profound 

At deeds of ^irkness under«ground ; 

As th' earth is easiest undermined 

By vermin impotent and blind. 400 

By all these arts, and many more 
H' had practis'd long and much before, 
Our slate artificer foresaw 
Which way the world began to draw : 
For as old sinuerH have ail points 405 

O*, th^ compass in their bones and jointSi 
Can by tlieir pangs and aches find 
All turns and changes of the wind. 
And better than by Napier's bones 
Feel in their own the age of moons ; 410 

So guilty sinners in a state 
Can by their crimes prognosticate, 
And in their consciences feel pain 
Some days before a show> of rain: 
He therefore wisely cast about, 415 

All ways he could, t ensure his throat; 
And hither came, t** observe and smoke 
What courses other riskers took ; 
And to the utmost do his best 
To save himself, and hang the rest. 430 

To match this saint, there was another 
As busy and perverse a brother, 
A haberdasher of Hmail wares 
In politics and state afiairis : 

409. The ramous Lord Napier, of Scotland, tbe flnt 
inventor of k^arithms, contrived also a set of square 
pieces, with numbers on them, made generally of ivory 
(which perform ariihineiical and geometrlcai calcula< 
tloat),) and are commonly called Napier*s bones. 

421. The great Colonel John L&iboum, wlnae trial la 
so remaitable, and weU Imown at thiatiwt. 



9M HUDIBRAS. 

More Jew than Rabbi Achitophel, 
And better gifted to rebel : 
For when h had taught his tribe to 'spo 
The Cause, aloft, upon one house, 
He scom'd to set his own in order. 
But try'd another, and went fiuther ; 
So suddenly addicted still 
To ^8 only principle, his will, 
That whatsoe'er it chanc'd to prove, 
Nor force of argument could move, 
Nor law, nor cavalcade of Holiom, 
Could render half a grain less stubborn; 
For he at any time would hang 
For th^ opportunity t' harangue ; 
And rather on a gibbet dangle. 
Than miss his dear delight, to wrangle ; 
Li which his parts were so accompUMit, 
That, right or wrong, he ne'er was nonf 
But still his tongue ran on, the less 
Of weight it bore, with greater ease, 
And with its everlasting clack 
Set all men's ears upon the rack. 
No sooner could a hint appear, 
But up he started to picqueer, 
And made the stoutest yield to mercy, 
'When he engaged in controversy : 
Not by Uie ^rce of carnal reason, 
But indefatigable teasing ; 
With voUies of eternal babble. 
And clamour, more unanswerable : 
For though his topics frail and weak, 
Could ne er amount above a freak. 
He still maintained *em, hke his faults, 
Against the desp'ratest assaults ; 
And backed their feeble want of sense 
With greater heat and confidence ; 
As bones (^Hectors, when they difier, 
The more they're cudgell'd, grow the it 
Tet when his profit moderate. 
The fury of his heat abated ; 
For nothing but his interest 
CouJd lay ma devil of oonteat. 
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It was his choice, or chance, or curse, 

T* espouse the cause for better or worM, 

And with his worldly goods and wit, 

And soul and body worshipped it : 470 

But when he found the sullen trapes 

PossessM with the devil, worms, and daps, 

The Trojan mare in foal, with Greeks, 

Not half so full of jadish tricks. 

Though squeamish in her outward woman, 475 

As loose and rampant as Doll Common, 

He still resolvM to mend the matter, 

T' adhere and cleave the obstinater ; 

And still the skittisher and looser 

Her freaks appeared to sit the closer : 480 

For fools are stubborn in their way. 

As coins are hardened by th^ allay ; 

And obstinacy's ne'er so stiff 

As when 'tis m a wrong belief. 

These two, with others, being met, 485 

And close in consultation set. 

After a discontented pause, 

And not without sufficient cause. 

The orator we nam'd of late, 

Less troubled with the pangs of state 400 

Than with his own impatience. 

To give himself first audience, 

AfW he had a while look'd wise. 

At last broke silence, and the ice. 

Quoth he. There's nothing makes me doubt 
Our last outgoings brought about, 496 

More than to see the characters 
Of real jealousies and fears 
Not feign 'd, as once, but sadly horrid, 
Scor'd upon ev^ry member's rorehead ; 500 

473. After tbe Grecians had spent ten years in tho 
fliege of Troy, without tbe least prospect of succeai, they 
beUiought of a atratagem, and made a wooden horse 
capable of containing a considerable namber of armed 
men : this they filled with tbe choicest of their army, 
and then pretended to raise the siege ; upon which the 
credulous Trojans made a breach in the walls of the 
city to bring in this fatal plunder ; but when it was 
brought in, the inclosed beroe« aooii «:^v^llBtt4^WBAl^nst- 
pgitiDg Che city, tbe rest entered \n ax >)m V«ia>^. 
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Who, 'cause the clouds are drawn togreth 
And threaten sudden change of weather, 
Feel pangs and aches of state-turns, 
And revolutions m their corns ; 
And, since our workings-out are oroas'd, 
Throw up the cause bobre 'tis lost. 
Was it to run away we meant. 
When, taking of the Covenant, 
The lamest cripples of the brothers 
Took oaths to run before all others, 
But in their own sense only swore 
To strive to run away before ; 
And now would prove that words and oa 
JESngage us to renounce them both i 
'Tis true, the cause is in the lurch. 
Between a right and mongrel-church : 
The Presbvter and Independent, 
That stickle which shall make an end on' 
As 'twas made out to us the last 
Expedient — (I mean Margaret's Fast,) 
When Providence had been subom'd 
What answer was to be return'd : 
Else why should tumults fright us now. 
We have so many times gone through. 
And understand as well to tame. 
As when they serve our turns t' inflame f 
Have prov'd how inconsiderable 
Are all engagements of the rabble, 
Whose frenzies must be reconcile. 
With drums and rattles, like a child; 
But never prov'd so prosperous. 
As when they were led on by us : 
For all our scourging of religion 
Beffan with tummt and. sedition : 
When hurricanes of fierce commotion 
Became strong motives to devotion 
(As carnal seamen in a storm. 
Turn pious converts, and reform ;) 
When rusty weapons, with chalk'd edgm 
Maintain'd our feeble privileges ; 

590. That paf liani«nt lued to have public Aw 
St Ifaqtaiei^a CVuiMk, VYvNb&mAm^ sa Is d 
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And brown-biUs levyM in the city. 
Made bills to pass the grand committee ; 
When zeal, with afed clubs and gleavea, 
Gave chase to rochets and white sleeves, 
And made the church, and state, and laws, 545 
Submit t' old iron and the cause. 
And as we thrived by tumults then, 
So might we better now agen, 
If we knew how, as then we (tid. 
To use them rightly in our need : 550 

Tumults, by which the mutinous 
Betray themselves instead of us. 
The hollow-hearted, disaffected. 
And close mali^ant, are detected, 
Who lay their fives and fortunes down 555 
For pledffes to secure our own ; 
And freefy sacrifice their ears 
T' appease our jealousies and fears : 
And yet for all these providences 
W' are offer'd, if we had our senses, • 560 
We idly sit like stupid blockheads, 
Our hands committed to our pockets; 
And nothing but our tongues at large, 
To get the wretches a discharge : 
Like men condemned to thunder-b(dts, 565 
Who, ere the blow, become mere dolts; 
Or fools besotted with their crimes, 
That know not how to shifl betimes, 
And neither have the hearts to stay, 
^ Nor wit enough to run away ; 570 

Who, if we cou^.d resolve on either. 
Might stand or fall at least togeiher ; 
No mean or Uivial solaces 
To partners in extreme distress ; 
Who used to lessen their despairs, 575 

By parting them int' equal shares ; 
As if the more they were to bear, 
They f^lt the weight the easier ; 
Atiaev^ry one the gentler hong, 
The more he took his turn among. 581 

Bat tis not oorae to that, as yet, 
SPlvt hvd conragv left, or wit; 
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Who, when oar fate can be no worae. 

Are fitted for the bravest course ; 

Have time to rally, and prepare 585 

Our lait and best defence, despair : 

Despair, by which the gallant'st feati 

Have been achiev-d in greatest straits. 

And horrid^st danger safely wav'd. 

By being courageously outbrav'd ; 590 

As wounds by wider wounds are healed, 

And poisons by themselves expelled; 

And so they might be now afen, 

if we were, what we should be, men ; 

And not so duUy desperate, 595 

To side against ourselves with fate ; 

As criminals, condemned to sufier. 

Are blinded first, and then tum'd over. 

This comes of breaking covenants, 

And setting up exaunts of saints, C09 

That fine, uke aldermen, for grace. 

To be excusM the efficace : 

For spiritual men are too transcendent, 

That mount their banks for Independent, 

To hang like Mahomet i' th' air, 005 

Or St. Ignatius at his prayer. 

By pure geometry, and hate 

Dependence upon church or state ; 

Disdain the pedantry o** th' letter ; 

And since obedience is better 61#- 

(The Scripture says) than sacrifice. 

Presume the less on't will suffice ; 

And scorn to have the moderat^st stints 

Prescribed their peremptory hints. 

Or any opinion, true or fiJse, €15 

Dedar'd as such, in doctrinals ; 

605. It is reported of Mahomet, the great imposto^ 
that having built a moeque, the roof whereof was of 
loadstone, and ordering his corpae, when he was dead, 
to be put into en iron CMlin^, and brought into that plaoe, 
the loadstone loon attracted it near the top, where it 
still hangf in the air. 

No leas fabulous !• what the legends sajrs of Ignatius 
Loyola, that his zeal and devotion transported him wo, 
that at his prayers be has l»een seen to be raised ttom 
tin ground for tom« oouiik^jaaUft Vuum tocsUiAr. 
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Bui left at large to make their beet oOf 

Without b^ng call'd t* acooiint or que^ioii : 

Interpret all 3ie spleen reveals, 

As Whittington ezplainM the belle; GSM 

And bid themselves turn back agen 

Lord May'rs of New Jerusalem ; 

Cut look so big and over-ffrown. 

They scorn their edifiers v own, 

Who taught them all their sprinkling lessone. 

Their tones, and sanctified ezpressione ; 636 

BestowM their gifts upon a saint. 

Like charity on those that want ; 

And learned th' apocryphal bigots 

T' inspire Uiemselves with short-hand notei ; 

For which they scorn and hate them woree 

Than dogs and cats do sow-gelders. 

For who first bred them up to pray, 

And teach the House of Cfommons' way? 

Where had they all their gifted phrases, 635 

But from our Calamys and Cases? 

Without whose sprinkling and sowing, 

Who e'er had heard ofjfye or Owenr 

Their dispensations had been stifled. 

But for our Adoniram Byfield ; 649 

And had they not be^jm the war, 

Th' had ne'er been sainted, as they are : * 

For saints in peace degenerate. 

And dwindle down to reprobate ; 

Their zeal corrupts like standing water, 645 

In th' intervals of war and slau^ter ; 

Abates the sharpness of its edge, 

WiUiout the power of sacrilege. 

And though they've tricks to cast their sine 

As easy as serpents do their skins, 650 

That in a while grow out agen. 

In peace they turn mere carnal men, 

And, from the most refin'd of saints, 

As naturally grow miscreants, 

As barnacles turn Soland geese 655 

In th' Idiands of the Orcades. 

650. Naturattats report, that snakes, serpents, ice, 
cast tbelr skiDS every year. 
659. It Is said that in the Idandt q€ >bftQwi&M^>B^ 
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diipMiMtioin's but a ticket, I ( 

leir oonfbroiing to the wicked : ] >] 

whom tlie greatest difference } 

nore in worda^ and show, tlian sense. G60 | '' 
I the Pope, that keeps the gate '■ f. 

ivon, wears three crowns of state, ] 

that keeps the gate of heiU 2 

Cerberus, Wears three heads as well : 
fthe world has any troth, 666 

have been canonized in both, 
lat which does them greatest hann, 
spiritual giziardn are too warm, 
1 puts the overheated sets . 
ers still, like other goats. ' 670 j ; 

lough the whore bends hereticks 
flames of fire, like crooked sticks, 
^hismatics so vastly differ, 
3tter th' are, they ^ow the stiffer; 
etting off their spiritual jroods 675 

fierce and pertinacious rouds. 
lal's a dreadful termagant. 
Leaches saints to tear and rant, 
ndependents to profess 
loctrines of dependences ; 660 

I meek, and secret, sneaking ones, 
w-heads fierce and bloody bones : 
not content with endlo^ quarrels 
jst the wicked and their morals, 
jribellines, for want of Guelphs, 685 

t their rage upon themselves. 
3W the war is not between 
rethren and the men of sin, 
lint and saint, to spill the Uood 
B another's brotherhood : 690 

e neither side can lay pretence 
lerty of conscience, 

id, there are u-ees which bear these bamaelesi 
dropping off into the water, receive life, and b»> 
tioae birdi called Bolaod geete. 
The poets feign the dog Cerberus, that Is ths 
3f hell to have three taea». 
Two great factions Id Italy, iiatfaisQlBhsd fev 
lames, which miserably dlsinctBd sm WMMdM 
i» ysar 1130. 
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Or xealoQs ■uff'fiiiff fbr the cause. 

To gain one groat? worth of applause ; 

For thouffh endur'd with resolution, G95 

'Twill ne°er amount to persecution. 

Shall precious saints and secret ones, 

Break one aaiother^s outward bones, 

And eat the flesh of brethren. 

Instead of kings and mighty men ? 700 

When fiends agree among themselves, 

Shall they be round the greatest el?es? 

When Bel's at union wiSi the Dragon, 

And Baal-Peor fiiends with Dagon ; 

When 8«^vage bears agree with bears, 705 

Shall secret ones lug saints by th' ears. 

And not atone their fatal wrath. 

When common danger threatens both ? 

Shall mastiSs, by the collar pull'd, 

Enfin&g'd with bidls, let go their hold, 710 

And saints, whose necks are pawn'd at stake, 

No notice of the danger take r 

But thouffh no pow'r of heavVi or hell 

Can pacing fanatic zeal, 

Who would not guess there might be hopes, 715 

The fear of gallowses and ropes. 

Before their e^es, might reconcile 

Their animosities a while; 

At least until they 'd a dear stage, 

An^ equal freedom to engage, 790 

Without the danger of surprise 

By both our common enemies f 

This none but we alone could doubt, 
Who understand their working-out. 
And know them, both in soul and consQienee, 
Giv'n up t' as reprobate a nonsense 736 

As spiritual outlaws, whom the pow'r 
Of miracle can ne'er restore : 
We, whom at first they set up under, 
In revdation only of plunder, 7S0 

Who since have nad so many trials 
Of their encroaching self-denials. 
That rookM upon us with design 
To ottt-refomii and undermine ; 

M 
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Took all our interest and commands ' 

Perfidiously out of our hands ; 

Invol?M us in the guilt of blood 

l^thout the motive gain^s allow'd. 

And made us serve as ministerial. 

Like youngor sons of Father Belial ; !! 

And yet, for all tb' inhuman wrong 

Th' had done us and the cause so long, 

We never fail'd to carry on 

The work still as we had be^un ; 

But true and faithfully obs^y d, * 

And neither preached them iiurt, nOr prayM 

Nor troubled them to crop our ears. 

Nor hang us, hke the cavalier? ; 

Nor put tliem to the charge of ^oIe, 

To find us pilFries and carts^ tails, ^ 

Or hangmen^s wages, which the sta'Le 

Was forcM (before them) to be at ; 

That cut, like tallies, to the stumps. 

Our ears for keeping true accompts. 

And burnt our vessels, like a new ^ 

Seal'd peck, or bushel, for b^ing true ; 

But hand in hand, like faithful brothers, 

Held for the cause against all others, 

Disdaining equally to yield 

One syllable of what we held. ^ 

And though we differM now and then 

'Bout outward things, and outward men. 

Our inward men and constant frame 

Of spirit, still were near the same ; 

And, till they first began to cant I 

And sprinkle down tlie Covenant, 

We ne'er had call in any place. 

Nor dreamM of teaching down free grace. 

But joinM our gifts perpetually 

Affamst the common enemy, 7 

Although 'twas ours and their opinion, 

£ach other's church was but a Rimmon ; 

And yet, for all this gospel-union, 

And outward show of church-communion. 

They'll ne'er admit us to our shares "2 

Of ruling church or state affairs ; 
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Nor give us leave t' absolve, or sentence 

T' our own conditions of repentance ; 

But sharM our dividend o' th* crown 

"We had so painfully preach'd down ; 780 

And forcM us, though against the grain, 

f have calls to teach it up again : 

For 'twas but justice to restore 

The wrongs we had receiv'd before ; 

And when 'twas held forth in our way 785 

W had been ungrateful not to pay ; 

Who, for the right w' have done nation. 

Have eam'd our temporal salvation \ 

And put our vessels in a way 

Once more to come again in play. 790 

For if the turning of us out 

Has brought this providence about. 

And that our only suffering 

Is able to bring in the king, 

What would our actions not have done, 795 

Had we been sufier'd to go on ? 

And therefore may pretend t' a shsire. 

At least, in carrying on th' affair. 

But whether that be so, or not, 

W' have done enough to have it thought ; 800 

And that's as good as if w' had done t, 

And easier passM upon account : 

For if it be but half den^'d, 

'Tis half as good as iustify'd. 

The world is nat'rally averse 805 

To all the truth it sees or hears ; 

But swallows nonsense, and a lie, 

With greediness and gluttony ; 

And though it have the pique, and long, 

^Tis still for something in the wrong ; 810 

As women long, when they're with child, 

For things extravagant ana wild ; 

For meats ridiculous and fulsome. 

But seldom any thing that's wholesome ; 

And, Uke the world, men's jobbernoles 815 

Turn round upon their ears, the poles, 

And what thev're confidently told. 

By no gense else can be controll'd. 
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And this, perhaps, may prove the meani 
Once more to hedge in rrovidence. 820 

For as relapses mSke diseases 
More desperate than their first acoessett 
If we but ^t again in pow^r, 
Our work is easier than before, 
And we more ready and expert 885 

I' th' mystery to do our part : 
We, who did rather undertake 
The first war to create than make, 
And when of nothing ^twas begun, 
RaisM funds as stra^ to carry t on ; 830 
Trepanned the state, and fac'd it down 
Witn plots and projects of our own; 
And if we did such feats at first. 
What can we now we're better vera'd? 
Who have a freer latitude, 895 

Than sinners give themselves, allowed ; 
And therefore likeliest to bring in. 
On fairest terms, our discipline ; 
To which it was revealM long since 
We were ordain'd by Provid^oe ; 840 

When three saints' ears our predece«ora. 
The cause's primitive confesson, 
B'ing cmcify'd, the nation stood 
In just so many years of blood ; 
That, multipl^d by six, ezpreat 845 

The perfect number of the beast. 
And prov'd that we must be the men 
To bring this work about agen; 
And those who laid th§ first foundation. 
Complete the thorough Reformation : 8S0 
For who have m£ia to carrv on 
So great a work, but we alone? 
Wlmt churches have such able jMwtOBi, 
And precious, powerful, preachiag maatMn? 
Possess'd with absolute dominioiui 85^ 

O'er brethren's purses and opinions? 
And trusted wiu the double keys 
Of heaven and their warehouses; 

841. Burton, Prynn, and Boitwidc, thne aocorioes 
riogleaden of the facttoni, just at the b^[lniil])g of tfes 
late horrid lebeKOon. 
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Who, when the cause ia in distreas, 

Can furnish out what sums they {dease, 860 

That brooding lie in bankers' liands, 

To be diepoe'd at their commandfl; 

And daily increase and multiply, 

With doctrine, use* and usury: 

Can fetch in parties (as in war 865 

All other heaids of cattle are ' 

From th' enemy of all religions, 

As well as high and low conditions. 

And share them, from blue ribands, down 

To all blue aprons in the town ; 870 

From ladies hurried in calleches, 

With coronets at their footmen's breeches, 

To bawds as fat as Mother Nab, 

AU guts and belly. Uke a crab. 

Our party's greaC and better ty'd 875 

With oaths and trade than any side ; 

Hite one considerable improvement, 

To double fortify the Cov'nant ; 

I mean our Covenant to purchase 

Delinquents' titles, and the churches : 880 

That pass in sale, ftom hand to hand. 

Among ourselves, for current land. 

And rise or fall, like Indian actions. 

According to the rate of factions; 

Our best reserve for Reformation, 885 

When new out-ffoings give occasion ; 

That keeps the loins of brethren girt 

The Covenant (their creed) t' assert ; 

And when th' have packed a Parliament, 

Will once more try th' expedient : 890 

Who can already muster fhends. 

To serve for members, to our ends. 

That represent no part o' th' nation, 

But Fisher's-FoUy congregation ; 

Are only tools to our intrigues, 895 

And sit like ^eee to hatch our eggi ; 

Who, by then- precedents of wh, 

T* out-fast, out-loiter, and out-«it, 

894 Fisher's FoUy was where Devoniliire-Sqiiare 
BOW sCMda, and was a great place of ^otMUtattea ia 
Uioiedajft 
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Can order matters underhand. 

To put all business to a stand ; 

Ijay public bills aside for private, 

And make 'em one another drive out ; 

Divert the great and necessary, 

With trifles to contest and vary ; 

And make the nation represent, 905 

And serve for us in Parliament; 

Cut out more work than can be done 

In Plato's year, but finish none. 

Unless it faie the Bulls of Lenthal, 

That always pass'd for fundamental ; 910 

Can set up gnindee 'gainst grandee. 

To squander time away, and bandy : 

Make Lords and Commoners lay sieges 

To one another's privileges. 

And, rather than compound the quanel, 915 

Engage, to th' inevitable peril 

Of both their ruins, th' only scope 

And consolation of our hope ; 

Who though we do not play the game, 

Assist as much by givmg aim ; 990 

Can introduce our ancient arts, 

For heads of factions t' act their parts; 

Know what a leading voice is worth, 

A seconding, a third, or fourth ; 

How much a casting voice comes to, 925 

That tiurns up trump of ay, or no ; 

And, by adjusting all at th' end. 

Share ev'ry one his dividend : 

An art that so much study cost. 

And now 's in danger to be lost, 930 

Unless our ancient virtuosos. 

That found it out, get into th' Houmb. 

These are the courses that we took 

To carry things by hook or crook ; 

And practised down from forty-four, 935 

Until thev tum'd us out of door : 

Besides the herds of Bontefeus 

We set on work without the House, 

907. Plato*! Tear, or the grand rsTolation of the fQ* 
tin machtiie of tbe svoilA, ^«a tioooanted 4Q0B 7* 
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When evW knight and citizen 

Kept legismtivejoume^en, 940 

To brinff them in intelligence 

From all points, of the rabble's sense, 

And fill the lobbies of both Hooses 

With pohtic important buzzes ; 

Set ap committees of cabals, 945 

To pack designs without the walls ; 

Examine, and draw up all news. 

And fit it to our present use : 

Agree upon the plot o' th' farce. 

And ev'ry one his part rehearse ; 950 

Make Q's of answers, to waylay 

What t' other party's like to say ; 

What repartees and smart reflections, 

Shall be retum'd to all objections ; 

And who shall break the master-jest, 955 

And what, and how, upon the rest : 

Help pamphlets out, with safe editimis, 

Of proper slanders and seditions, 

And treason for a token send. 

By letter to a country friend ; 960 

Disperse lampoons, the only wit 

That men, like burglary, commit; 

Wit falser than a padder's face. 

That all its owner does betrays; 

Who therefore dares not trust it when 965 

He's in his calling to be seen ; 

Disperse the dung on barren earth. 

To bring new weeds of discord forth ; 

Be sure to keep up congregations. 

In spite of laws and proclamations ; 970 

For charlatans can do no good 

Until they 're mounted in a crowd ; 

And when they 're punish'd, all the hurt 

Is but to fare tne better for ^ ; 

As lonff as confessors are sure 975 

Of double pay for all th' endore. 

And what they earn in persecution, 

Are paid t' a groat in contribution ; 

Whcnice some tub-holders-forth have mide 

In powdMng-tubs their richeit trade ; 980 
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And, while they kept their shops in prisoB^ 

Have found their prices strangely risen : 

Disdain to own the least regret 

For all the Christian blood w^ have let ; 

Twill save our credit, and maintain 96S 

Our title to do so again ; 

thnX needs not cost one dram of sense. 

But pertinacious impudence. 

Our constancy t* our principles. 

In time will wear out all things else ; 990 

Like marble statues rubb'd in pieces 

With gallantry of pilgrims' kisses ; 

While those who turn and wind their oaths 

Have sweU'd and sunk, like other froths ; 

Prevailed a while, but Hwas not long 995 

Before from world to world they swung, 

As they had tum'd from side to side ; 

And as the changlings liv'd, they dy'd. 

This said, th impatient states-monger 
Could now contain himself no lon^r ; 1000 
Who had not spar'd to shew his piques 
Aff ainst th"* haranguer's politics. 
With smart remarks of leering faces, 
And annotations of grimaces. 
After h^ had administerM a dose 1005 

Of snufi* mundungus to his nose. 
And powdered th* inside of his skoU, 
Instead of th^ outward jobbemol. 
He shook it with a scornful look 
On th' adversary, and thus he spoke: 1010 

In dressing a calTs head, although 
The tongue and brains together go. 
Both keep so jpreat a distance here, 
'Tis strange ifever they come near ; 
For who cud ever play his gambols 1015 

With such insufferable rambles, 
To make the bringing in the king, 
And keeping of him out, one thing? 
Which none eouM do but those tmtt swore 
T' as point-blank nonsense heretofore : 1020 
That to defend was to invade ; 
And to assassinate, to aid. 
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lUfle you droTB him out 
79M oerer made a doubt,) 
able to restore, 1025 

lim in, but on your score : 
doctrine, that conduces 
rly to all your uses, 
scorpion^s oil is said 
I wounds the vermin made ; 1090 
US, drest with salves, restore 
\e hurts they ^ve before ^ 
tr Presbyterians have 
>od nature as the salve, 
1 them as the vermin, 1035 

have try'd them can determine, 
pity you should miss 
of all your services, 
eternal obligation 

I upon th' ungrateful nation, 1040 
mconscionably hard, 
ad a just reward 
rapine loose, and murther, 
t so far, but no further ; 
: all the land on fire, 1045 

JO a scantling, but no higher : 
ig to assassinate, 
) throats of church and state, 
allowed the fittest men 
) charge of both agen : 1050 

that iuive the graoe 
^ing, gifted face ; 
I your projects htfve miscarry^, 
)m, with undaunted forehead, 
ho painfully trepannM, 1055 

IM in at second-hand ; 
I been, to share the guilt 
a blood, devoutly spilt ; 
ignorance was fiamra'd 
urselvest' avoid being damn'd; 1060 
your old foe, the hangman, 
lurch you at back-gammon) 
»ur necks upon the set, 
>urs, who did but bet 
M2 
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(For he had drawn your ears before, 1065 

And nick'd them on tlie self-same score,) 

We threw ilie box and dice away, 

Before y' had lost us at foul play ; 

And brought you down to rook, and lie. 

And fancy only, on the by ; 1070 

Redeemed your forfeit jobbernoles 

From perchinf upon lofty poles ; 

And rescu'd all your outward traitors 

From hanging up like alligators ; 

For which ingeniously y" have shew'^d 1075 

Your Presbyterian gratitude ; 

Would freely have paid us home in kind. 

And not have been one rope behind. 

Those were your motives to divide. 

And scruple on the other side ; 1080 

To turn your zealous frauds, and force, 

To fits of conscience and remorse ; 

To be convincM they were in vain. 

And face about for new again : 

For truth no more unveiPd your eyes, 1085 

Than maggots are convinced to flies ; 

And therefore all your lights and calls 

Are but apocryphal and false, 

To charge us with the consequences 

Of all our native insolences, 1090 

That to your own imperious wills 

Laid law and gospel neck and heels ; 

Corrupted the Old Testament, 

To serve the New for precedent ; 

T^ amend its errors, and defects, 1095 

With murther, and rebellion-texts ; 

Of which there is not any one 

In all the book to sow upon : 

And therefore (from your tribe) the Jews 

iield Christian doctrine forth, and use ; 1100 

As Mahomet (your chief) began 

To mix them in the Alcoran ; 

DenouncM and prayM, with fierce deTotion, 

And bended elbows on the cushion ; 

Stole fi-om the beggars all your tones) llAs . 

And gifted mortifymg groans ; 
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Had lights where better eyes were blind, 

As pigs are said to see the wind ; 

Fiird Bedlam with predestination, 

And Knightfibridge with illumination ; 1110 

Made children, with your tones to run for 't. 

As bad as Bloody-hones, or Lunstbrd ; 

While women, great with ciiild. miscarry *d, 

For being to maiignants marry d : 

Transformed all wives to DaiUlahs, 1115 

Whose husbands were nut for itie cause ; 

And turned the men to ten-hurn'd cattle, 

Because they came not out to battle ; 

Made tailors' ^prentices turn heroes, 

For fear of being transform d to Meroz ; 1120 

And rather forfeit their indentures. 

Than not espouse the saints' adventures : 

Could transubstantiate, metamorphose, 

And charm whole herds of beasts, like Orpheus ; 

Enchant tlie king's and church s lands 1125 

T' obey and follow your commands ; 

And settle on a new freehold. 

As Marcly-Hill had done of old : 

Could turn the Covenant and translate 

The gospel into spoons and piate ; 1130 

Expound upon all merchants' cashes. 

And open th^ intricatest places f 

Could catechise a money-box. 

And prove all pouches orthodox ; 

Until the cause became a Damon, 1135 

And Pythias the wicked Mammon : ^ 

And yet, in spite of all your charms. 
To conjure legion up in amii:. 
And raise more devils in the rout 
Than e'er y' were able to cast out, 1140 

Y' have been reduc'd, and by those fools 
Bred up (you say) in your own schools; 
Who, though but gifted at your feet. 
Have made it plain, they have more wit ; 
By whom v' have been so oil trepann'd, 1145 
And held K>rth out of all command, 
Out-giiled, out-impulsM, out-done. 
And oat-reTOftl^d at carryingB-on \ 
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Of all your diBpenmtionB wonn'd ; 
Out-providenc d, and out-reibrm'd ; 1150 

Ejected out of church and state, 
And all things, but the people's hate ; 
And spirited out of th' enjoyments 
Of precious, edi^ring employments, 
By those who lo<ig'd their gihs and grmoet» 1155 
Like better bowlers, in your places : 
An which you bore with resolution, 
CharffM on th' aocompt of persecution ; 
And Uiough most righteously opprest. 
Against your wiUs, still acquxesc d ; 1100 

And never humm'd and hahM seditiooy 
Nor snuffled treason, nor misprisioii : 
That is, because yon never durst ; 
For had you preaeh'd and prayM your wont, 
Alas ! you were no longer able 1165 

To raise vour posse of Uie rabble : 
One single red-coat sentinel 
Out^charm'd the magic of the spel] ; 
And, with his squirt-fire, could disperse 
Whole troops with chapter raisM ukd vene : 
We knew too well these tricks of yoars, ] 171 
To leave it ever in your powers ; 
Or trust or safeties, or undoings. 
To your disposinjg of out-goings ; 
Or to your ordering providence, 1175 

One farthing's worth of consequence. 
For had you powV to undermine. 
Or wit to canya design. 
Or correspondence to trepan. 
Inveigle, or betray one man, 1180 

There's nothing else that intervenes. 
And bars your zeal to use the means ; 
And therefore, wondrous like, no doubt. 
To bring in kings, or keep thorn out : 
Brave undertakers to restore, 1185 

That could not keep yourselves in powV; 
T' advance the interests of the crown. 
That wanted wit to keep your own ! 
'Tis true, you have (for Td be loth 
To wrong ye) donA ^oux ^^axta in both^ 119(^ 
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To keep him out, and faring him in. 

As grace is introduce by sm ; 

For 'twas ^our zealous want of sense. 

And sanetify'd impertinencei 

Tour carrying busmeas in a huddle, 1195 

That fore d our rulers to new-model ; 

ObligM the state to tack about. 

And turn you, root and branch, all out : 

To reformado, one and all, 

T' your great croysado-general : 1200 

Your gr^y slavering to devour, 

Before Hwas in your clutches, powV, 

That sprung the game you were to set, 

Before jr' had time to draw the net ; 

Your spite to see the church's lands 1205 

Divided into other hands. 

And all your sacrilegious ventures 

Laid out in tickets and debentures ; 

Your envy to be sprinkled down. 

By under-churchc» in the town ; 1210 

And no course usM to stop their mouths. 

Nor th' Independents' spreading growths : 

All which consider'd, His more true 

None bring him in so much as you ; 

Who have prevail'd beyond their plots, 1215 

Their midnight juntos, and seal'd knots ; 

That thrive more by your zealous piques, 

Than all their own rash oohtics. 

And you this way may claim a share 

In canying (as you brag) th' afiair ; 1220 

Else fVo^ and toads, tluit croak'd the Jews 

From Pharaoh and his brick-kilns loose. 

And flies and mange, that set them free 

From task-masters and slavery. 

Were hkelier to do the feat, 1225 

In any indifi^rent man's conceit : 

For who e'er heard of restoration 

Until your thorough reformation.' 

That IS, the king's and church's lands 

Were sequester'd int' oUier hands : 1330 

1900. Osoeral Fairfax, who was soon Isid ssids after 
be bad done some of iheir drudgery Coc \h«i&* 
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For only then, and not before, 

Your eyes were open'd to restore ; 

And when the work was carrying on, 

Who crossM it, but yourselves aloiie i 

As by a world of hints appears, 1335 

All plain and extant as your ears. 

But first, o' th' first : The Isle of Wight 
Will rise up, if you should deny 't ; 
Where Henderson, and th* other masses, 
Were sent to cap texts, and put cases ; 1240 
To pass for deep and learned scholars, 
Although but paltry Ob and SoUers : 
As if tlr unseasonable fools 
Had been a coursing in the schools; 
Until th' had proved the devil author 1245 

O^ th' Covenant and the Cause his daughter : 
For when they chargM him with the guilt 
Of all the blood that had been spilt. 
They did not mean he wroujrht th' effusion. 
In person, hke Sir Pride, or Hughson, 1250 
But only those who first begun 
The quarrel were by him set on ; 
And who could those be but the saints. 
Those reformation termagants ? 

But ere this pass'd, the wise debate ' 1255 
Spent so much time, it grew too late ; 
For Oliver had gotten ground, 
T^ inclose him with his warriors round ; 
Had brought his Providence about. 
And tumxl th^ untimely sophists out. 1260 

Nor had the Uzbridge business less 
Of nonsense in \ or sottishness. 
When from a scoundrel holderforth, 
The scum as well as son o* th' earth. 



Your mighty senators took law ; 
At his command, were forc'd t* withdraw, 
And sacrifice the peace o^ th^ nation 
To doctrine, use, and application. 



1265 



1S41. Two ridiculoas scribblers, that were oftm pnt- 
terinfc the world with noiisentie 

1250. The one a brewer, the other a shoemaker, and 
}iolh colonels in ihe leVniW «ravv. 
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So when the Scots, your constant cronies, 

Th* espousers of your cause and moneys, 1370 

Who had so often, m your aid, 

So many ways been soundly paid, 

Came in at last for better ends. 

To prove themselves your trusty friends, 

You basely lefl them, and the d^urch 1275 

They trained you up to, in the lurch. 

And sufier'd your own tribe of Christians 

To fall before, as true Philistines. 

This shews what utensils y* have been. 

To bring the kind's concernments in ; 1280 

Which is so for from being true, 

That hone but he can bring in you ; 

And if he take you into trust, 

Will find you most exactly just. 

Such as will punctually repay 1285 

With double interest, and betray. 

Not that I think those pantomimes, 
Who vary action with the times. 
Are less ingenious in their art. 
Than those who dully act one part ; 1290 

Or those who turn from side to side. 
More guilty than the wind and tide. 
All cOtmtrics are a wipe man s home. 
And so are governments to some. 
Who change them for the same intrigues 3295 
That statesmen use in breaking leagues : 
While others, in old faiths and troths, 
I^ook odd as out-of-fo^hitfnM clothes ; 
And nastier in an old opinion, 
Tlian those who never shift tbeir linen. 1300 

For true and faithful's sure to lose. 
Which way soever the game goes ; 
'And whether parties lose or win. 
Is always nickM, or else hedgM in : 
While pow'r usurped, like stol'n delight, 1305 
Is more bewitching than the riffht ; 
And when the times begin to wtor. 
None rise so high as from the halter. 

And so may we, if w' have but senM 
To use the necessary means ; 
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And not your usual stratasems 

On one another, lights and dreams : 

To stand on terms as positive, 

As if we did not take, but give : 

Set up the Covenant on crutches, ] 

"Gainst those who have us in their datehei 

And dream of palling churches down, 

Ikfore w' are sure to prop our own : 

Your constant method of proceeding, 

Without the carnal means of heeding ; 1 

Who Hwixt your inward sense and outwan 

Are worse, than if y' had none, accoutred. 

I grant, all courses are in vain, 

Unless we can set in again ; 

The only wa^ Uiat's left us now ; ] 

But all the difficulty's how. 

Tis true, w' have money, th' only pow'r 

That all mankind falls down before ; 

Money, that, like the swords of kings, 

Is the last reason of all things ; 1 

And therefore need not doubt our play 

Has all advantages that way ; 

As long as men have faith to sell, 

And meet with those that can pay well ; 

\Vhose half-starved pride, and avarice, 1 

One church and state will not suffice 

1'* expose to sale, beside the wages 

( )f storing plagues to after-ages. 

Nor is our money less our own. 

Than 'twas before we laid it down, 1 

V'ir 'twill return, and turn t' account. 

If we are brought in play upon 't ; 

Or but, by casting knaves, get in. 

What pow'r can hinder us to win ? 

We know the arts we us'd before, 1 

Tn peace and war, and something more ; 

And by th' unfortunate events. 

Can mend our next experiments : 

For when w' are taken into trust, 

How easy are the wisest choust, X 

Who see but th' outsides of our feats. 

And not their secret sprm^ and weights ; 
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And while they're busy at their ease, 

Can carry what designs we please ? 

How easy is 't to serve for agents, 1355 

To prosecute our old engagements ? 

To keep the good old cause on foot. 

And present powV from taking root ; 

Inflame them both with false alarms 

Of plots and parties taking arms; 1300 

To keep the nation s wounds too wide 

From healing up of side to side ; 

Profess the passionat'st concerns 

For both their interests by turns ; 

The onl^ way to improve our own, 1365 

By deahng faithfully with none 

(As bowls run true, by being made 

On purpose &lse, and to be sway'd :) 

For if we ^ould be true to either, 

'Twould turn us out of both together; 1370 

And therefore have no other means 

To stand upon our own defence. 

But keeping up our ancient party 

In vigour, conndent and hearty ; 

To reconcile our late dissenters, 137$ 

Our brethren, thongh by other venters : 

Unite them and their dmerent maggots, 

As long and short sticks are in fagots, 

And make them join again as jdose 

As when they first began t* espouse ; 1380 

Erect them into separate 

New Jewish tribes, in church and state ; 

To join in marriage and conmierce. 

And only among themselves converse ; 

And all that are not of their mind, 1385 

Make enemies to all numkind : 

Take all religions in, and stickle 

From conclave down to conventicle ; 

Agreeing still, or disagreeing. 

According to the light in bemg. 1390 

Sometimes for liberty of conscience. 

And spiritual mis-rule, in one sens^; 

Bat in another quite contrary, 

Ai diflpeowtioiMi shaooe to vwj; 
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And stand for, as the times will bear it, 1395 

All contradictions of the spirit ; 

Protect thoir emissaries empower^ 

To preach sedition and the word ; 

And when tliey^re hampered by the laws. 

Release the iab''rers for the cause 1400 

And turn tlie persecution back 

On those that made the first attack ; 

To keep them equally in awe, 

From breaking or maintaining law ; 

And when they have their fits too Boon, 1405 

Before the full-tides of the moon. 

Put off their zeal t' a fitter season 

For sowing faction in and treason : 

And keep them hooded, and their churcheit 

Like hawks from baiting on their perches, 1410 

That, when the blessed time shall come 

Of quitting Babylon and Rome, 

They may be ready to restore 

Their own fifth monarchy once more. 

Meanwhile be better arm^d to fence 1415 
■^gainst revolts of Providence, 
DY watching narrowly, and snapping 
AJl blind sides of it, as they happen : 
For if success should make us saints, 
Our ruin tum'd us miscreants : 142X) 

A scandal that would fall too hard 
Upon a few, and unprepared. 

These are the courses we must run. 
Spite of our hearts, or be undone ; 
And not to stand on terms and fineaks, 1^ 
Before we have securM our necks : 
But do our work, as out of sight, 
As stars by day, and suns by night ; 
All license of the people own, 
In opposition to the crown ; 1430 

And for the crown as fiercely side. 
The head and body to divide ; 
The end of all we first designed. 
And all that yet remains behind : 
Be sure to spare no public rafMne, 1435 

On all emergencies that happen ; 



I 



^ 
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r lis u easy to supplant 

thoritj as men in want ; 

some of us, in trusts, have made 

e one hand with the other trade ; 1440 

inM vastly by their joint endeavour, 

e right a thief, the lefl receiver ; 

d what the one, by tricks, foiestall'd, 

e other, by as sly, retailM. 

' gain has wonderful effects 1445 

improve the factorv of sects; 

B rule of faith in all professions, 

d great Diana of the Ephesians ; 

lence turning of religion 's made 

9 means to tUm and wind a trade : 1450 

d though some change it for the worse, 

9y put themselves into a course ; 

i draw in store of customers, 

thrive the better in commerce : 

' all religions flock together, 1455 

e tame and wild fowl of a feather ; 

nab the itches of their sects, 

jades do one another''s necks. ^ 

ice 'tis, hypocrisy as well 

U serve t* improve a church as zeal : 1460 

persecution or promotion 

equally advance devotion. 

<et busmess, like ill watches, go 

aetimes too fast, sometimes too slow ; 

things in order are put out 1465 

easy, ease itself will doH ; 
. when the feat's designed and meant, 
.at miracle can bar tlr event ? 

tis more easy to betray, 1470 

m ruin any other way. 
possible occasions start 
) weightiest matters to divert; 
itruct, perplex, distract, entangle, 
1 lay perpetual trains to wrangle. 
; in anairs of less import, 1475 

It neither do us good nor hurt, 
1 they receive as little by, 
b-fiiwn M mach, and out-ecmiplj ; 
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And seem as scrupulously just, 

To bait our hooks for greater trast ; 1481 

But still be careful to cry down 

All public actions, though our own : 

The least miscarriage afu^yaie. 

And charee it all upon ue state : 

Express the horrid'st dotettation, 1185 

And pity the distracted nation ; 

Tell stories scandalous and false, 

r th' proper language of cabals. 

Where all a subUe statesman says. 

Is half in words, and half in face, 1491 

(As Spaniards talk m dialogues 

Of heads and shoulders, nods and ■hrugf :) 

IntruBt it under solemn vows 

Of mum, and silence, and the rose, 

To be retailM again in whispers, 1485 

For th' easy credulous to disperse. 
Thus far the statesman — when a shout, 

Heard at a distance, put him out ; 

And straight another, all aghast, 

RushM in with equal fear and haste : 1500 

Who starM about, as pale as death. 

And, for a while, as out of breath ; 

Till having gatherM up his wits. 

He thus began his tale by fits. ' 

That beastly rabble— that came down 1505 

From all the garrets — in the town. 

And stalls, and shop-boards — in yaat swanm, 

With new-chalk'd bills — and rosty arms, 

To cry the cause — up, heretofore, 

And bawl the bishops-— out of door, 1510 

Are now drawn up — in greater shoals, 

To roast — and broil us on the coals. 

And all the grandees — of our members 

Are carbonading-— on the embers ; 

Knights, citizens, and burgesses — 1515 

Held forth by rumps— of pigs and geese, 

That serve K>r characters — and ha^gnes 

To represent theb personages : 

1505. This !■ an a-curate descrtptkm of the mob*S 
burning nun qt uvon tba admtMioB of the sedodsd i 
btrp, in eontem]^QttbA'&>aisv^^«£&aBMnaM. 
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ach bonfire is a funeral pile, 

I which they roast, and acorch, and broil, 

nd ev'iy representatiYe 1531 

Ave yowM to roast and broil alive. 

And His a miracle we are not 

Ireadjr sacrificed incarnate : 

or while we wrangle here, and jar, ISQi 

P are grilly'd all at Temple-Bar : 

(une on the sign-post of an ale-house, 

.'anff in effigie, on the gallows ; 

[acS up of rags, to personate 

.espective officers (h state ; 1530 

hat henceforth they may stand reputed, 

rosciibM in law, and executed ; 

nd while the work is carrying on, 

e ready listed under Dun, * 

hat worthy patriot, once the bellows, 1535 

nd tinder-^z, of all his fellows; 

he activist member of the five, 

s well as the most primitive ; 

iTho, for his faithful service then, 

I chosen for a fifth agen 1540 

Tor since the state has made a quint 

f j^enerals, he^s listed in't.) 

Ills worthy, as the world will say, 

I paid in specie, his own way ; 

or, moulded to the life in clouts, 1545 

V have pick'd firom dunghills hereabouts, 

[e^s mounted on a hazle bavin, 

. croppM malignant baker j^ave 'em ; 

.nd to the largest bonfire nding, 

liey Ve roast^ Cook already and Pride in : 

hi whom, in eouipage and state, 1551 

[is scarecrow fellow-members wait, 

kud march in order, two and two, 

LS at thanksgivings th' usM to do ; 

Ubch in a tatter-d talisinan, 1555 

ike vermin in effigie slain. 

ISM. The hangman's name at that tinie was Don. 

1550. Cook acted as eoJicitor-fleneral agataet Kiof. 
shsrles the Fint at his trial, and afiarwards received 
Is last reward for the same. PxUe, a aolOMl in tiie 
ainameot's army. 
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But (what^f more dreadful than the mt) 
Those ruinps ore but the tail o' th* bemst. 
Set up by ropish engineers, 
As by the crackers plainly appears ; 1500 

For none but Jesuits have a mission 
To preach the faith with ammunitioa, 
Ana propaeate the church with powder: 
Their founder was a blown-up soldier. 
These spiritual pioneers o' th* whore^a, 15(5 
That have the charge of all her stores. 
Since first they faiPd in their designs. 
To take in heaven by springing mines. 
And with unanswerable barrels 
Of gunpowder dispute their quarrels, 1570 
Now take a course more practicable. 
By laying trains to fire the rabble. 
And blow us up in th^ open streets. 
Disguised in rumps, like Sambenites ; 
More hke to ruin, and confound, 1575 

Than all the doctrines under ground. 
Nor have they chosen rumps amiss 
For symbols of state mysteries ; 
Though some suppose 'twas but to sliew 
How much they scornM the saints, 'the few ; 
Who, 'cause they "re wasted to the stumpe, 1581 
Are represented best by rumps. 
But Jesuits have deeper reaches 
In all their politic far-fetches. 
And from tbo Coptic priest, Earcherus,* 1585 
Found out this mjstic way to jeer us. 
For, as th' Egyptians usM by bees ^ 

T' express their antique Ptolemies, 

15r»i. Ignatius Loyola, the foander of the aocietf of 
the Jesuitp, was a gentleman of Biscay, in Bpaiu. and 
bred a soldier ; was at Panipelune when it was besieged 
hj the French in the year 15:21 ; and was so veiy lams 
in lioth fe«:t, by the damage he sustained thsre, tbat he 
wax forced to tceep liis bed. 

1585. Athanasius Kircher, a Jesuit, hath wrote laifsly 
on the E^'ptiaa msrstical learning. 

1587. Tiic £gypdans represented their kinp (many 
of whose names were Ptolemy) under the hieroglyphic 
of a boo, dit<[H!n3lng honey to the good and virtuous, and 
liaviii; a siiitg foe U\e wicked uid dlsiolute. 
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f their stin^ the swords they wore, 

nrth aathontyr and power ; 1590 

le these subtle animals 

U their interests in their tails, 

hen they're once impair^ in that, 

nishM their well-ordered state ; 

hought all governments were best 1595 

rogi jphic ramps exprest. 

as in bodies natural, 

imp *s the fundament of all, 

a commonwealth, or realm, 

)vernmGnt is call'd the helm ; 1600 

vhich, like vessels under sail, 

e turned and winded by the tail ; 

il, which birds and fishes steer 

:K>urBes with throuffh sea and air ; 

om the rodder of the rump is 1605 

.me thing with the stern and compass. 

lews how perf^tly the rump 

>mmonwealth in nature jump. 

a fly, that goes to bed, 

frith his tail above his head, 1610 

his mongrel state of ours, 

bble are the supreme powers ; 

lors'd us on their backs, to shew us 

ih trick at last, and throw us. 

learned rabbins of the Jews 1615 

there's a bone, which they call luez, 

amp of man, of such a virtue, 

ce in nature can do hurt to : 

lorefore at the last great day, 

other members shall, they say, 1620 

- out of this, as from a seed 

ts of vegetals proceed ; 

vvhence the learned sons of art 

rum justly style that part : ^ 

nrhat can hotter represent -^ 1635 

this rump bone, the Parliament, 

after several rude ejections, 

3 prodigious resurrections, 

!iew reversions of nine lives, 

up, and like a cat revives ? IG30 
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But now, alts ! they're all ezpirM 
And th' House, as well as memben, fir'd ; 
ConsumM in kennels by the rout, 
With which Uiey other fires put out : 
Condemned t' ungoyeming cfistresB, MX 

And paltry private wretchedneas ; 
Worse than the devil, to privation, 
Beyond all hopes of restoration ; 
And parted, like the body and soul. 
From all dominion and control. 1640 

We, who could lately with a look 
Enact, establish, or revoke ; 
Whose arbitrary nods gave law. 
And frowns kept multitudes in awe ; 
Before the bluster of whose huff*, IMS 

All hats, as in a storm, flew off; 
Ador'd and bow'd to by the great, 
Down to the footman and valet ; 
Had more bent knees than chapel-mats. 
And prayers than the crowns of hats ; 1650 
SfaAll now be scomM as wretchedly. 
For ruin's just as low as high ; 
Which might be suffered, were it all 
The horror that attends our fall : 
For some of us have scores more large 1655 
Than heads and quarters can discharge ; 
And others, who, by restless scraping. 
With public frauds, and private rapine. 
Have mifi^hty heaps of wealth amass'd, 
Woulddadly lay down all at last ; 1660 

And to be but undone, entail 
Their vessels on perpetual jail ; 
And bless the dev'l to let them farms 
Of forfeit souls on no worse terms. 

This said, a near and louder shout 1665 

Put "U th' assembly to the rout, 
Who no:7 began t' out-run their fear. 
As horses do from whom they bear ; 
But crowded on with so mucn haste. 
Until th' had block'd the passage fiut, 1670 
And btmicado'd it with haunches 
Of outward men, and bulks, and paanchoi^ 
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^h&t with their shoulders strove to eqixeeze, 

ind rather save a crippFd piece 

)f all their cnishM and broKen members, 1675 

'han have them grilled on the embers ; 

till pressing on with heavy packs 

tf one another on their backs, 

*he vanguard could no longer bear 

'hechargesof the forlorn rear, 1680 

lut, borne down headlong by the rout, 

Vere trampled sorely under foot : 

et nothing provM so formidable 

lS the hornd cookery of the rabble ; 

jid fear, that keeps all feeling out, 1685 

lS lesser pains are by the gout, 

LelievM 'em with a nresh supply 

^rallied force enough to fly, 

Lud beat a Tuscan running horse, 

Vhoae jockey-rider is all spurs. 1690 
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The Knigbt and Bquire*B prodigious flight 
To quit th' enciianted bow*r l^ nlgbt. 
lie ploda to turn bis amorous suit 
T' a plea in law, and proeecutt : 
RepairB to counsel, to advise 
'Bout managing the enterprise ; 
But first resolves to try by letter, 
And one more fkir address, to get her. 

^iio would believe what strange bugbears 

lankind creates itself, of fears 

'hat spring like fern, that insect weed, 

.quivocally, without seed ; 

nd have no possible foundation, 5 

ut merely in th' imagination ; 

nd yet can do more dreadful feats 

'han hags, with all their imps and teats; 

lake more bewitch and haunt themselvet 

'han all their nurseries of elves f 10 

8. Alluding to the vulgar opinion, thst witches bars 
teir imps, or familiar rairits, that are employed Ih their 
abolicai practices, and suck privats teats they feava 
K)ut them 

N 
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PART iil-<:anto m. d^ 

ook his dark and de«p'rate course, 

BW no better than his horse ; 

•y an unknown deyil led 

lew as little whither) fled. 50 

ret was- in greater need, 

n capacity, of speed ; 

ed, both in man and beast, 

and run away his best ; 

)p the enemy, and fear, 55 

dqual faUinff on his rear. 

iough with Kicks and bangs he ply^d 

rther and the nearer side 

unen ride mth all their force, 

ig as if they row'd the horse, 60 

hen the hackney sails most swifl, 

9 they lag, or run adrift,) 

>ugh he posted e'er so fast, 

ur was greater than his haste : 

ir, though fleeter than the wind, 65 

3s His always left behind. 

ben the mom began t' appear, 

lift t* another scene his &ar, 

ind his new officious shade, 

lame so timely to his aid, 70 

>rcM him from the foe t' escape, 

uu'd itself to Ralpho^s shape ; 

i in person, garb, and pitch, 

hard t' interpret which was which. 

Ralpho had no sooner told 75 

ady all he had t' unfold, 

e convey'd him out of sight, 

tertain th' approaching flight ; 

vhile he gave himself diversion, 

ommodate his beast and person, 80 

ut his beard into a posture 

t advantage to accost her, 

■dered the anti-masquerade 

is reception) aforesaid : 

ben the ceremony was done, 85 

flrhts put out, and furies gone, 

lodiluras, among the rest, 

ly'd away, as lUdpho guessM, 
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The wretched caitifi^ all alone 

(As he beUevM) began to moan, 90 

And tell his story to himself, 

The Knight mistook him for an elf; 

And did so still, till he began 

To scruple at Ralph's outward man ; 

And thought, because they ofl agreed 95 

T' appear in one another*s stead, 

And act the saint^s and devil's part 

With undistinguishable art. 

They might have done so now, perhapSi 

And put on one another's shapes : 100 

And therefore, to resolve the doubt. 

He starM upon him, and cry'd out. 

What art? My Squire, or that bold finite 

That took his place and shape to-ni^tf 

Some busy, independent pug, 105 

Retainer to his synagogue ? 

Alas ! quoth he, Vm none of those. 

Tour bosom friends, as you suppose ; 

But Ralph himself, your trusty Squire, 109 

Wh' has dragg'd your Donship out o' th* mize, 

And from the enchantments of a widow, 

Wh' had tumM you int' a beast, have fieckd you ; 

And, though a prisoner of war, 

Have brought you safe where you now are ; 

Which you would gratefully repay 115 

Your constant Presbyterian way. 

That's stranger (quoth the Knij^t) and 
Who gave tliee notice of my danger? [stimnger; 

Quoth ho, Th' infernal conjurer 
Pursued and took me prisoner ; 190 

And knowing you were hereabout, 
Brought me along to find you out; 
Where I in hugger-mugger hid. 
Have noted all they said or did : 
And though they lay to him the pageant, ISS 
I did not see him, nor his agent ; 
Who play'd their sorcMes out of sight ; 
T' avoid a fiercer second fight. 
But didst thou see no devils then ? 
Not one (quoth he) but carnal mfln, 130 



PART m.— CANTO HI. ^ 

A little worse than fiends in hell, 
And that she-devil Jezebel, 
That laughed and tee-he'd with derision, 
To see them take your deposition. 

What then (quoth Hudibras) was he 135 
That play'd the devi to examine me ? 
A rallying weaver in the town. 
That did it in a parson's gown. 
Whom all the parish take for gifted ; 
But, for my part, I ne*er belie v*d it : 140 

In which you told thetn all your feats, 
Tour conscientious frauds and cheats ; 
DenyM your whipping, and confest * 
The naked truth of all the rest. 
More plainly than the rev Vend writer, 145 
That to our churches veil'd his mitre ; 
All which they took m black and white, 
And cudgell'd me to under-write. 

What made thee, when they all were gone. 
And none but thou and I alone, 150 

To act the devil, and forbear 
To rid me of my helhsh fear :* 

Quoth he, I knew your constant rate 
And frame of spirit too obstinate 
To be by me prevailM upon 155 

With any motives of my own ; 
And therefore strove to counterfeit 
The devl awhile to nick your wit ; 
The devl, that is your constant crony. 
That only can prevail upon ye ; 160 

Else we might still have been dispating. 
And they with weighty drubs confuting. 

The Kniffht. who now be^ran to find 
Th' had left the enemy behmd. 
And saw no farther harm remain, 165 

But feeble weariness and pain, 
Perceiv'd, by losing of their way, 
Th* had ffain'd th' advantage of the day ; 
And, by declining of the road, 
They liad, by chance, their rear made good ; 170 

14S. A most raverend prelate, A. B. ofT. wilO tided 
With the diiaffeeted party 
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He ventured to dismiss his fear, 

That parting ^s want to rent and tear. 

And give the desperat^st attack 

To danger still behind its back : 

For having paus'd to recollect, 175 

And on his past success reflect, 

T' examine and consider why. 

And whence, and how, they came to fly. 

And when no devil had appeared. 

What else, it could be said, he fearM ; 180 

It put him in so fierce a rage, 

He once resolvM to re-engage ; 

Toss'd like a foot-ball back again. 

With shame and vengeance, and disdain. 

Quoth he. It was thy cowardice 185 

That made me from this leaguer rise : 

And when Fd half reduced the place. 

To quit it infamously base : 

Was better cover'd by the new- 

ArrivM detachment than I knew ; 190 

To slight my new acquests, and run 

Victonously from battles won ; 

And reckoning all I gainM or lost. 

To sell them cheaper than they cost ; 

To make me put myself to flight, 195 

And conquering run away by night ; 

To drag me out, which tn^ haughty foe 

Durst never have presumM to do ; 

To mount me in the dark, by force, 

Upon the bare ridge of ray horse ; 900 

Exposed in querpo to their rage. 

Without my arms and equipage ; 

Lest, if they venturM to pursue, 

I might th' unequal fight renew ; 

And, to preserve thy outward man, 905 

AssiunM my place, and led the van. 

All this quoth Ralph, I did, 'tis tme, 
Not to preserve myself, but you ; 
You, who were damn'd to baser drubs 
Than wretches feel in powdering tubs ^ 910 
To mount two-wheel'd caroches, worse 
Than manag'mg a -woodfiu horse ; 
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DraffffM out through straiter holes bj th' earg| 
£ra?d or coup'd for perjurers; 
Who, though th* attempt had provM in vain. 
Had had no reason to complain : 216 

But since it prosperM, 'tis unhandsome 
To blame the hand that paid your ransom. 
And rescu'd vour obnoxious liones 
From unavoidable battoons. SSO 

The enemy was reinforc'd. 
And we disabled, and unhorsed, 
Disarmed, unqualify'd tor fight. 
And no way left but hasty £Qght, 
Which, though as desperate in th* attempt, 225 
Has giv*n you freedom to condemn H. 
But were our bones in fit condition 
To reinforce the expedition, 
'Tis now unseasonable, and vain, 
To think of falling on again. 230 

No martial project to surprise 
Can ever be attempted twice ; 
Nor can design serve afterwards. 
As gamesters tear their losing-cards. 
Beside our bangs of man and beast 235 

Are fit for nothing now but rest. 
And for a while will not be able 
To rally and prove serviceable ; 
And therefore T, with reason, chose 
Tliis stratagem t* amuse our foes ; 240 

To make on honourable retreat. 
And wave a total sure defeat : 
For tliose that fly may fi^ht again, 
Which ho can never do mat*s slain. 
Hence timely running *s no mean part 245 
Of conduct in the martial art; 
By which some glorious feats achieve, 
As citizens by breaking thrive ; 
And cannons conquer armies, while 
They seem to draw off and recoil ; 250 

Is held the gallant'st course, and bravefit, 
To great exploits, as well as safest ; 
That spares th' expense of time and painf, 
And dangerous beating out of brains; 



S73 HUDIBRAS. 

And in the end prevaiU as certain SS5 

As those that never trust to fortune ; 

But make their icai do execution 

Beyond the stoutest resolution ; 

As earthquakes kill without a blow, 

And, only treinbUng, overtlirow. 260 

If th^ ancients crown'd their bravest men, 

That only sav'd a citizen. 

What victory could e er be won, 

If evVy one would save but one? 

Or fight endangered to be lost, 263 

Where all resolve to save the most ? 

By this means when a battlers won, 

Tne war 's as far from beinff done ; 

For those that save UiemRelves, and fly. 

Go halves, at least, i' th* victory ; 270 

And somctimeH, when the Ions is small, 

And danger great, they challenge all ; 

Print new aoditions to their feats. 

And emendations in Gazettes ; 

And when, for furious haste to nm, 275 

They durst not stay to fire a gun. 

Have done *t with bonfires, at home 

Made squibs and crackers overcome ; 

To set the rabble on a flame. 

And keep their governors from blame ; 260 

Disperse the news the pulpit tells, 

ConfirmM with fire-works and with belli ; 

And though roduc'd to tliat extreme. 

They have been forc'd to sing Te Deum ; 

Tet, wth religious blasphemy, 285 

By flattering Heaven with a lie, 

And for their beating giving thanks, 

Th* have rais'd recruits, and filPd their banki; 

For those who run from th* enemy. 

Engage them equally to fly ; 290 

And when the fight becomes a chase. 

Those win the day that win the race ; 

And that which would not pass in fights, 

Has done the feat with easy flights; 

961. The Romans highly hououred, and nobly re- 
warded, those pemons Uiat were instrumental in tke 
preservaiion of the WvcaoiC ttM&x t&it!bw«heltlier in battit 
-*iterwise. 
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RccoverM many a desp'rate campaign S295 

With Bourdeaoz, Burgundy, and Champaign : 

Restored the fainting high and mighty 

With Brandy- wine and aqua-vitee ; 

And made 'em stoutly overcome 

With Bacrack, Hoccamore, and Mom ; 300 

Whom th^ uncontroird decrees of fate 

To victory necessitate; 

With which, although they run or bum. 

They unavoidably return : 

Or else their sultan populaces 305 

Still strangle all their routed Bassas. 

Quoth Hudibras, I understand 
What fights thou meanest at sea and land, 
And who those were that run away, 
And yet gave out th' had won the day ; 310 
Although the rabble sousM them for % 
O^er head and ears, in mud and dirt. 
'Tis true, our modem way of war 
Is grown more politic by far. 
But not so resolute and bold, 315 

Nor ty'd to honour, as the old. 
For now they laugh at giving battle. 
Unless it be to herds of cattle ; 
Or fighting convoys of provision, 
The whole design o' th** expedition ; 320 

And not with downright blows to rout 
The enemy, but eat uiem out : 
As fighting, in all beasts of prey. 
And eating, are performed one way, 
To give defiance to their teeth, 325 

And fight their stubbom guts to death ; 
And those achieve the highest renown, 
That bring the others stomachs down. 
There's now no fear of wounds, nor maiming ; 
All dangers are reduced to famine ; 330 

And feats of arms, to plot, design. 
Surprise, and stratagem, and mine ; 

305 The author compares the arbitrary actings of the 
nngovemable mob to the Sultan or Graod Sumlor, who 
very seUkmi (UIs to sacrifice any of his chief cominan- 
den, called Bassas, if tiiey prove unsucceaaCulVt^Wci^^. 

N 2 



374 HUDIBRAS. 

Rut have no need nor use of coura|^, 

Unless it be for glory or forage : 

For if they fi^ht, 'tis but by chance, 335 

When one siao ventVing to advance, 

And come uncivilly too near, 

Are char^'d unmercifully i' th' rear ; 

And fore d, with terrible resistance ; 

To keep hereafter at a distance ; 340 

To pick out ground t' encamp upon. 

Where store of largest rivers run, 

That serve, instead'of peaceful barriers. 

To part th' engagements of their wanion; 

Were both from side to side may skip, 345 

And only encounter at bo-peep : 

For men are found the stouter-hearted. 

The certainer th' are to be parted. 

And therefore post themselves in bogs. 

As th* ancient mice attacked the frogs, 350 

And made their mortal enemy, 

The water-rat, their strict ally. 

For 'tis not now, who's stout and bold. 

But who bears hunger best, and cold ; 

And he's approvM the most deserving, 355 

Who longest can hold out at starving ; 

And he that routs most pigs and cows. 

The formidablest man of prowess. 

So th* emperor Caligula, 

That triumphed o'er the British Sea, 360 

Took crabs and oysters prisoners. 

And lobsters, 'stead of cuirassiers ; 

Kng^'d his legions in fierce bustles 

With periwinkles, prawns, and muscles ; 

And led his troops with furious gallops, 365 

To charge whole regiments of soallops ; 

Not like their ancient way of war. 

To wait on his triumphal car ; 

But, when he went to dine or sup. 

More bravely eat his captives up : 370 

And left all war, by his example, 

Redi]^'d to vict'ling of a camp well. 

S50. Homer wrote a poem of tbe war betwtSB the 
mice and the Oogs. 
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Quoth Ralph, By all that you have said, 
And twice as much that I could add, 
'Tis plain you cannot now do worse 375 

Than take this out-of-fashion'd course. 
To hope, by stratagem to woo her, 
Or wagging battle to subdue her : 
Though some have done it in romances, 
And bang'd them into amorous fancies ; 380 
As those who won the Amazons, 
By wanton drubbing of their bones; 
And stout Rinaldo gained his bride, 
By courtine of her back and side. 
But since those times and feats are over, 385 
They are not for a modern lover, 
When mistresses are too dhioss-grain^d 
By such addresses to be ffahiM ; 
And if they were, would nave it out 
With many another kind of bout. 390 

Therefore I hold no course s' infeasible. 
As this offeree, to win the Jezebel ; 
To storm her heart, by th' antic charms 
Of ladies errant, force of arms ; 
But rather strive by law to win her, 395 

And try the title you have in her. 
Your case is clear ; you have her word. 
And me to witness the accord ; 
Besides two more of her retinue 
To testify what passM between you ; 400 

More probable, and like to hold. 
Than hand, or seal, or breaking gold ; 
For which so many that renounc d 
Their pUghted contracts have been trouncM ; 
And bills upon record been found, 405 

That forcM the ladies to compound ; 
And that, unless I miss the matter, 
Is all the business you look after. 
Besides, encounters at the bar 
Are braver now than those in war, 410 

In which the law does execution 
With less disorder and con^ion ; 

383. A story in Taiso, an Italian poet, of a hero tbat 
gained his mistress by conquering her pvt^* 



Has more of honour in t, sonie J»„i 
Not like the now way. but the r^X^ 
Whon those the pen had drawn \^ 
Decided quarrelB with a feaUier, 
And winged iitowb kill,'d u desJ', 
And more than bullet* now of lead. 
So all their coiobatA now, as then. 
Are manag'd chie&j by the pen ; 
That doefl the feat with hmver vigouj 
In words at length, aa well la fiySei ; 
I> judge of all the world performs 
In Toiuntary feata of arma ; 
And whataoe'er 'a achier'd in fi^t. 
Determines which is wrong or right; 
For whether jou prevail, or lo», 
AH must be trj'd there in the cloae : 
And therefore 'tis not wi«e to shoo 
What jou rauat trust to ere j" have da 

The law, that setlles all you do, 
And manies where you did but woo ; 
That makee the most perfidioui loysr 
A lady, that's as false, recover; 
Andif it judge upon your side. 
Will soon extend her for tout bride, 
And put her person, gooda, or tanda, 
Or which JOU like b^t, int' your hands 

For law 's the wisdom of all age^ 
And manag'il by the ablest sages; 
Who, though Iheir bua'oesa at the bu 
Be but a kind of civil war. 
In which th' engage with tiercer dadgw 
Than e'er the Grecians did and Trojan 
They never manaee the contest 
T' impair their public iiiter«8t. 
Or by their controversies lessen 
The dignity oftheir profession : 
Nothke us brethren who divide 
Our commonwealth, the cause, and ndi 
And though w' are all aa near of kindn 
As th' outward man is to the inward. 
We agree Ln nothiog bulto wraogla 
About the Bb|{1ilBat.&n^B-fUk4y^\ 
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While lawyara Jiave more sober aense 455 

Than t' argue at their own expense, 

But make their best advantages 

Of others' quarrels, like the Swiss ; 

And out of forei^ controversies, 

By aiding both sides fill their purses ; 460 

But have no interest in the cause 

For which th' engage, and wage the laws ; 

Nor farther prospect than their pay. 

Whether they lose or win the day : 

And thouffh they abounded in all ages, 466 

With sundry learned clerks and sages. 

Though all their business be dispute. 

Which way they canvass ev^ry suit, 

Th^ have no disputes about their art, 

Nor in polemics controvert ; 470 

While all professions else are found 

With nothinff but disputes t' abound ; 

Divines of all sorts, and phjrsidans, 

Philosophers, mathematicians. 

The Galenist and Paracelsian, 475 

Condemn the way each other deals in ; 

Anatomists dissect and mangle. 

To cut themselves out work to wrangle ; 

Astrologers dispute their dreams, 

That in their sleeps they talk of schemes ; 480 

And heralds stickle who got who. 

So many hundred years ago. 

But lawyers are too wise a nation 
T' expose their trade to disputation, 
Or make the busy rabble judges 485 

Of all their secret piques and grudges ; 
In which whoever wins the day. 
The whole profession 's sure to pay. 
Beside, no mountebanks, nor cheats. 
Dare undertake to do their feats; 490 

When in edl other sciences 
They swarm, like insects, and increase. 

For what bigot durst ever draw. 
By inward light, a deed in lawf 
Or could hold forth, by revelation, 486 

An answer to a declaration? 
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For those that meddle wiih their tools 
Will cut their fingers, if the^ re fools : 
And if you follow their advice. 
In bills, and answers, and replies. 
They 11 write a love-letter in chancery. 
Shall bring her upon oath to answer je. 
And soon reduce her to b' your wife, 
Or make her weary of her life. 

The Knight, who us d with tricks and ahi 
To edify by Raipho's gills. 
But in appearance cry'd him down. 
To make them better seem his own 
(All plagiaries^ constant course 
Of sinking, when they took a purse) 
ResolvM to follow his advice. 
But kept it from him by disguise ; 
And, after stubborn contradiction, 
To counterfeit his own conviction. 
And by transition fail upon ; 

The resolution as his own. 

Quoth he, This gambol thou advisest 
Is of all others the unwisest ; 
For if I think by law to gain her. 
There *b nothing sillier or vainer. i 

'Tis but to hazard my pretence. 
Where nothing 's certain but i\\* expense ; 
To act against myself, and traverse 
My suit and title to her favours ; 
And if she should (which Heaven forbid) ; 
Overthrow me, as the fiddler did. 
What ailer-course have 1 to take, 
'Oainst losing all I have at stake ? 
He that with injury is griev'd. 
And goes to law to be reliev'd. 
Is silher than a sottish chouse. 
Who, when a thief has robb'd his house. 
Applies himself to cunning men. 
To help him to his goods agen ; 
When all he can expect to gain 
Is but to squander more in vain : 
And yet I have no other way 
But is as dif&cuit to play : 
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For to redace her by main force 

Is now in vain : by fair means, woTse ; 540 

But worst of all to give her over, 

Till she 'fl as desperate to recover : 

For bad games are thrown up too soon, 

Until th* are never to be won. 

But since I have no other couise 545 

But is as bad t' attempt, or worse, 

Tie that complies against his ¥rill. 

Is of his own opinion still ; 

Which he may adhere to, yet disown, 

For reasons to himself best known : 550 

But 'tis not to b^ avoided now, 

For Sidrophel resolves to sue ; 

Whom I must answer, or begin 

Ine^tably first with him ; 

For Pve received advertisement, 555 

By times enough, of his intent ; 

And knowing he that first complains 

Th' advantage of the business gains ; 

For courts of justice understand 

The plaintiff to be eldest hand ; 560 

Who what he pleases may aver. 

The other nothing till he swear; 

Is freely admitted to all grace, 

And lawful favour, by his place ; 

And for his bringing custom in, 566 

Has all advantages to win : 

I, who resolve to oversee 

No lucky opportunity. 

Will so to counsel, to advise 

Which way t' encounter, or surprise ; 570 

And, afler long consideration, 

Have found out one to fit th* occasion. 

Most apt for what I have to do, 

As counsellor and justice too. 

And truly so, no doubt, he was, 575 

A lawyer fit for such a case. 

An old dun sot,' who told the dock 
For many years at Bridewell-dock, 

577. Prideaux, a justice of peace, a very pragnatkil 
iHuy penoD in those times, and a meicsnary and cxw(fi 
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At Westminster, and Hick's-Hall, 

And Hiccius Doctius play'd in all ; 580 

Where in all governments and times, 

ir had been both friend and foe to crimes, 

And u»M two equal ways of gaining. 

By binding justice, or maintaining • 

TV) many a whore gave privilege, 585 

And whippM, for want of quarterage ; 

Cart-loads of bawds to prison sent. 

For b^ing behind a fortnight's rent ; 

And many a trusty pimp and crony 

To Puddle-dock, tor want of money ; 590 

EngagM the constable to seize 

All those that would not break the peace, 

Nor give him back his own foul words. 

Though sometimes commoners or lords, 

And kept 'em prisoners of course, 595 

For being sober at ill hours ; 

That in the morning he might free 

Or bind *em over for his fee : 

Made monsters fine, and puppet-plays. 

For leave to practise in their ways ; 600 

Farmed out all cheats, and went a share 

With th' headborough and scavenger; 

And made the dirt i°th' streets compound 

For taking up the public ground ; 

The kennel, and the king s highway, SOTi 

For being unmolested, pay ; 

Let out the stocks, and whipping-post. 

And cage, to those that crave him most ; 

Imposed a tax on bakers ears. 

And for false weights on chandelors ; 610 

Made victuallers and vintners fine 

For arbitrary ale and wine ; 

But was a kind and constant firiend 

To all that regularly offend ; 

As residentiaiT bawds, 615 

And brokers that receive stoPn goods ; 

magistrate, infamoiu for the followiig methods of get- 
tins money among many others. 

589. There was a jail for puny offenders. 

^199. tie extorted moaeY from those that kepi tibowB, 
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iheat in lawfhl myBteries, 

fty church duties and his fees ; 

u implacable, and awkward, 

that interloped and hawker'd. 6SX) 

his brave man the Knight repairs 

unsel in his law-affairs ; 

und him mounted in his pew, 

•ooks and money placM for show, 

est-eggs, to make clients lay, ^25 

r his false opinion pay : 

om the Knight, with comely grace, 

'his hat to put his case ; 

he as proudly entertained 

other courteously strained ; 630 

> assure him ^twas not that 

kM for, bid him put on ^s hat. 

th he. There is one Sidrophel, 

I have cudgelled — Very well. 

»w he brags t' have beaten me — 635 

and better still, quoth he. 

»ws to stick roe to a walL 

'er he meets me — Best of all. 

le, the knave has taken 's oath 

robb'd him — Well done, in troth. 640 

\i* has confessed he stole my cloak, 

3k'd my fob, and what he took ; 

was the cause that made me bang him, 

ke my goods again — Marry, hang him. 

hether I should before-hand, 645 

he robb'd me !* — I understand. 

g my action of conversion 

)ver for my goods P — Ah, whoreson I 

is better to indite, 

ing him to his trial ^ — Right. 650 

b what he designs to do, 

'ear for th* state ajp^ainst him? — ^True. 

ither he that is derendant 

case has the better end on 't ; 

tutting in a new cross-bill, 6S5 

iverse th' action ? — Better still. 

Iiere's a ladv too— Aye, marry. 

easily provVl Aeoessary ; 
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A widow, who, by solemn vows 

Contracted to me, for ray spouse, «ig i 

Combin'd with him to break her word. 

And has abetted all — Good Lord ! 

SobomM th' aforesaid Sidrophel 

To tamper with the devl of hell ; 

Who put m' into a horrid fear, 

Fear of my life — Make that appear. 

Made an assault with fiends aiid men 

Upon my body — Good agen. 

And kept me m a deadly fiight, 

And false imprisonment, all night. CM 

Meanwhile tney robb*d me, and my hoiMi 

And stole my saddle — Worse and worn, 

And made me mount upon the bare ridge, 

T* avoid a wretcheder miscarnage. 

Sir, quoth the lawyer, not to mitter ye, 6T5 
You have as good and fair a battery 
As heart can wish, and need not shame 
The proudest man alive to claim : 
For if th^ have usM you as you say. 
Marry, quoth I, God give you joy. ^ 

I would it were my case, I^ give 
More than PU say, or you *11 oelieve. 
I would so trounce her, and her purae, 
Vd make her kneel for better or worse ; 
For matrimony and hanging here 685 

Both go by destiny so clear, 
That you as sure may pick and choose. 
As Cross, I win ; and Pile, you lose ; 
And, if I durst, I would advance 
As much in ready maintenance, M 

As upon any case I "ve known ; 
7)ut we that practice dare not own : 
The law severely contrabands 
Our taking business off men^s hands ; 
'Tis common barratry, that bears 695 

Point-blank an action 'gainst our ears. 
And crops them till there is not leather 
To stick a ipoi Vu\c& oS «i9i)Ma \ 
For which eome do >^« sosstxEmt-^w^ 
And o'er tbo \jai,^^ >»sxWte»^wi&.\ 'vv^ 
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•a may swear, at any rate, 

I not in nature, for the state ; 

all courts of justice here, 

ess is not said to swear, 

ike oath ; that is, in plain terms, 705 

le whatever he afiSrms. 

nk ^ou, (quoth the Knight) for that, 

e tis to my purpose pat — 

stice, though she 's painted blind, 

le weaker side inclined, 710 

harity ; else right and wrong 

oever hold it out so long, 

ke blind Fortune, with a sleight 

r men^s interest and right 

Jtiles^s pocket into Nokes^s, 715 

ly as Hocus Pocus ; 

st and loose ; make men obnoxious, 

sar again, Uke Hiccius Doctius. 

whether you would take her life, 

recover her for your wife, 720 

lontent with what she has, 

; all other matters pass, 

sViess to the law *s alone, 

>of is all it looks upon ; 

•u can want no witnesses 725 

lar to any thing you please, 

udly get their mere expenses 

labour of their consciences; 

ng out to hire their ears 

lavit customers, 730 

tnsiderable values, 

re for jury-men or tallies, 

gh retain d in th^ hardest matters 

tees and administrators. 

hat, quoth he, let me alone ; 735 

e store of such, and all our own ; 

D and tutored by our teachers, 

lest of conscience-stretchers. 

.'b well, quoth he ; but I should guess^ 

ghing all advantages^ ^^ 

Ao a Nokee, and John a«a\«i>w% ^^^^ ^S^ 
sv nade use of In sUAtam c«B«a ol W<* ^^^^ ' 
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four surest way is first to pitch 
On Bongey for a water- witch ; 
And when y' have hangM the conjan 
Y' have time enough to deal with he 
In th^ interim, spare for no trepans 
To draw her neck into the bans ; 
Ply her with love-letters and billets, 
And bait 'em well, for quirks and qui 
With trains t' inveigle and surprise 
Her heedless answers and rephes : 
And if she miss the mouse-trap lines, 
They^ serve for other by-desurxis : 
And make an artist understand 
To copy out her seal, or hand ; 
Or find void places in the paper 
To steal in something to entrap her ; 
Till, with her worldly sfoods and bodji 
Spite of her heart, she nas endowed yi 
Retain all sorts of witnesses, 
That ply i' th' Temple under trees ; 
Or walk the round, with knights o' th 
About the cross-leggM knights, their 1 
Or wait for customers between 
The pillar-rows in Lincoln's Inn ; 
Where vouchers, forgers, common-bai 
And affidavit men, ne'er fail 
T' expose to sale all sorts of oaths. 
According to their ears and clothes. 
Their on^ necessary tools. 
Besides the Grospel and their souls : 
And when y' are fumish'd with all piii 
I shall be ready at your service. 

I would not give, quoth Hudibras, 
A straw to understand a case, 

742. Bongey was a Franciaean, and lived to 
end of the thirteenth century, a doctor of divfai 
ford, and a particular acquaintance of Filar 
In that ignorant ace, every thing that seeoMi 
dinary was reputeo magic ; and so both Bacon 
gey went under the imputation of ttudying the 
Bongey alBO,v^\AVA^^%M«ai6MQ»t^«i3a3t«11f 
lirmed some wv^\TM«tkVB% cnAN^^oat ^Vwm^ 
opinion ; bui \xwwa «Jft«i!eOM» ^BKroajiftM* V 
was choaeu v«wVb!<A«^^^ \s!» «tftfii>\*to% 
most excetlenXiBaKVswD^^^'S* 
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B admirable akiU 775 

id manage it at will ; 
d tack, and steer a cause 
» weather-gage of laws 
le changes opoD cases 
noses upon faces, 780 

e well instructed me 
P'ouVe eamM (here 'tis) your fee. 
ractise your advice, 
I subtle artifice ; 

tter as you bid ; 785 

afler thus he did : 
pump'd up all his wit, 
'd upon it, thus he writ : — 
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Mice as mat as Cssar, 
luc'd to Nebuchadnexzar; 
I fam^d a conqueror 
c de^jee in war, 

cercise in battle, 5 

'd out to grass with cattle : 
un deny ^d access 
irthly happiness, 
>m tne paradise 

d graces, and fair eyes ; 10 

irorld and you, I'm sent 
Qg banishment, 
le hopes I had t' have won 
b'ing dash'd, will break my own. 
were not so severe 15 

r doom beforo you hear, 
ipon my just defence, 
r have wrong'd my imioe«fueft. 
made a vow to yoa^ 
anperfarmM, Hia tiue *. ^ 
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But not because it is unpaid, "^1 ^ 

Tis violated, though deiayM ; | 

Or, if it were, it is no fitult. 

So heinous as you 'd have it thoogfat ; 

To undergo the loss of ears, S5 

Like vulgar hackney perjurers : 

For there ^s a difference m the casa, 

Between the noble and the base ; 

Who always are observed t' have done *t 

Upon as different an account ; 31 

The one for great and weighty caoae. 

To salve in honour ugly flaws ; 

For none are like to do it sooner 

Than those who are nicest of their honcHur : 

The other for base gain and pay, 35 

Forswear and perjure by the day ; 

And make th* exposing and retailing 

Their souls and consciences a calling. 

It is no scandal, nor aspersion. 
Upon a great and noble person, 40 

To sav he naturally abhorr'd 
Th' old-fae^ion'd trick to keep hia word ; 
Though 'tb perfidiousness and shame 
In meaner men to do the same : 
For to be able to forget, 45 

Is found more useful to the great. 
Than gout, or deafness, or Inid eyes. 
To mue 'em pass for wondrous wise. 
But though the law on perjurers 
Inflicts the forfeiture of ears, 51 

It is not just that does exempt 
The guilty, and punish th' innocent ; 
To make the ears repair the wrong 
Committed by th^ ungovemM tongue ; 
And whrai one member is forsworn, 55 

Another to be cropt or torn. 
And if you should, as you design, 
By course of law recover mine, 
Tou 're like, if you consider right. 
To ffain but httle honour by 't. d 

For he that for his lady's sake 
Lays down his life or mnbs at stake. 
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1 10 much deserve her favour, 
at pawns his soul to have her 
lave acknowledge I have done, 65 
h you now disdain to own ; 
ence what jrou rather ought d 

n good service than a fauH. *' 

oaths are not bound to bear 
iral sense the words infer, 70 

he practice of the age, 
9 judgM how far th^ engage ; 
ere the sense by custom 's checkt, 
id void, and of none ofiect. 
lan takes or keeps a vow 75 

as he sees others do ; 
th^ oblige to be so brittle, 
) yield and bow a little : « 
3st-temper'd blades are found, 
ley break, to bend quite round, 80 
t oaths are still most tou^h, 
ugh they bow, are breaking proof, 
lerefore should they not b' ailow'd 
L greater latitude P 

le law of arms approves 85 

I to conquest, so should love's ; 
be tye to true or false, 
:e that justest that prevails : 
- can that which is above 
ire, high and mighty love, 90 

its great prerogative 
other power afive ? 
ire, that to no crown gives place, 
the subject of a case f 
damental law of nature, 95 

•rulM by those made afler? 
the censure of its cause 
but its own great laws ; 
lat 's the world^s preservative, 
eps all souls of things alive ; 100 

i the mighty pow'r of fate, 
es mankind a longer date ; 
of nature, that restores 
■8 time and death devours ; 



388 HUDIBRAa 

To whose free ffift the worid does owe, 105 

Not only earth, oat heaven too ; 

For love 'a the only trade that 's dmieik« 

The interest of state in heaven, 

WUbh nothing but the soul of man 

Is capable to entertain. 110 

For what can earth produce, bat love, 

To represent the joys above? 

Or who but lovers can convene, 

Like angels, by the eye-discourae? 

Address and compliment by vision ; 115 

Make love and court bv intuition f 

And bum in amorous names as fierce 

As those celestial ministers P 

Then how can any thing offend. 

In order to sojnreat an end ? ISO 

Ot heav^ itself a sin resent. 

That for its own supply was meant ? 

That merits, in a kuid mistake, 

A pardon for the offence's sake ? 

Or if it did not, but the cause 135 

Were left to th' injury of laws, 

What tyranny can disapprove 

There should be equity in love ? 

For laws that are inanimate. 

And feel no sense of love or hate, 130 

That have no passion of their own. 

Nor pity to be wroujght upon. 

Are only proper to inflict 

Revenge on criminals as strict : 

But to have power to foigive, 135 

Is empire and prerogative ; 

And tis in crowns a nobler ffem 

To grant a pardon than condemn. 

Then since so few do what they ought, 

'Tis great t' indulge a well-meant fau^ : 140 

113. Metaphysicians are of opinkm, that aofsls sad 
souls departed, being divested of all gross matter, aiider- 
stand each other's sentiments by intuition, and eonae' 
quently maintain a sort of conversation witlioiit the or- 
gans of speech. 

131. In regard children are capable of being Inhafcit^ 
ants of heaven, therefore it should not reae&C it as a 
crime to supply tioie ot VnbabUaAti for it 
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For why should he who made kddreM» 

All humble ways, without succesa, 

And met with nothing, in return, 

But insolence, afironts, and scorn. 

Not strive by wit to countermine, 145 

And bravely carry his design ? 

He who was us'd so unlike a soldier. 

Blown up with philtres of love-powder; 

And after letting blood, and purging. 

Condemned to voluirtary scourging ; 150 

Alarmed with many a horrid fright. 

And clawed with goblins in the night ; 

Insulted on, reviled, and jeer'd. 

With rude invasion of his beard ; 

And when your sex was foully scandall^d, 155 

As foully by the rabble handled ; 

AttackM by despicable foes. 

And drubb'd with mean and vulgar blowi; 

And, after all, to be debarred 

So much as standing on his guard ; IGO 

When horses, being spurr'd and pricked, 

Have leave to kick for being kick'd? 

Or why should you, whose mother-wits 
Are furnished with all perquisites. 
That with your breeding-teeth begin, 165 

And nursing babies, that Ue in, 
B' allowed to put all tricks upon 
Our cully sex, and we use none f 
We, who have nothing but frail vows 
Against your stratagems t' oppose ; 170 

Or oaths more feeble than your own, 
By which we are no less put down f 
Ton wound, like Parthians, while yoa flj. 
And kill with a retreading eye ; 
Retire the more, the more we preai, 175 

To draw us into ambushes. 
Aspirates all false colours wear 
T* mtrap th' unwary mariner, 

173. ParthiaJM are tlMf inhabitants of a proviace la 
Penrta: they are excellent horsemen, and very exqvtaite 
at their bows ; and it is reported of them, that Ihtgr fe- 
neraDy Blew more on their retreat than th«7 did la OM 
ennientntt 
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So women, to surprise us, spread 

The borrowM flags of white and red ; 191 

Display *ein thicfer on their cheeks 

Than their old grandmothers, the Picts ; 

And raise more devils with their looks. 

Than conjurer's less subtle books ; 

Lay trams of amorous intri^es, Itt 

In towers, and curls, and ponwigs. 

With greater art and cunning reared. 

Than rhilip Nye's thankE^iving^be&rd, 

Prepoat'rously t^ entice and gain 

Those to adore 'cm they disdain ; Itt 

And only draw 'em in to clog 

With idle names a catalogue. 

A lover is, tlie more he 's brave, 
T' his mistress but the more a slave, 
And whatsoever she commands, 193 

Becomes a favour from her hands ; 
Which he 's oblig'd t' obey, and must, 
Whether it be unjust or jusL 
Then when he is compolrd by her 
T' adventures ho would else forbear, 906 

Who with his honour can withstand. 
Since force is greater tliau command ? 
And when necessity 's obey'd. 
Nothing can be unjust or bad : 
And therefore when the mighty powers S05 
Of love, our great ally and yours, 
JoinM forces not to be withstood 
By frail enamour d flesh and blood. 
All I have done, unjust or ill. 
Was in obedience to yoor. will ; SIO 

And all the blame that can be due, 
Falls to your cruelty, and you. 
Nor are those scandals I confest, 
Affainst mjr will and interest, 
More than is daily done of course S15 

By all men, when they're under force : 
%yhence some, upon the r«:^k, confess 
What th.' InAngman and their prompters please; 

188. One ot i]Cie ns»&tcAA'i vA d:\>i\\tf9^N«r| 
for U\e. sinftM\ax\x>f ol\s\*\i«w^. 
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But are no sooner out of pain, 

Than they deny it all again. 220 

But when the devil turns confessor, 

Truth is a crime he takes no pleasure 

To hear, or pardon, like the founder 

Of liars, whom they all claim under ; 

And therefore when I told him none, 225 

I think it was the wiser done. 

Nor am I without precedent, 

The first that on th* adventure went : 

All mankind ever did of course, 

And daily does the same, or worse. 230 

1^'or what romance can shew a lover, 

That had a lady to recover. 

And did not steer a nearer course, 

To fall aboard in his amours ? 

And what at first was held a crime, 235 

Has tumM to honourable in time. 

To what a height did infant Rome, 
By ravishing of women, come ! 
What men upon their spouses seizM, 
And freely marry'd where they pleas'd, 240 
They ne'er forswore themselves, nor ly'd. 
Nor, in the mind they were in, dy'd ; 
Nor took the pains t' address and sue, 
Nor plavM the masquerade to woo : 
Disdain d to stay for friends' consents, 245 
Nor jugffled about settlements ; 
Did need no licence, nor no priest. 
Nor friends, nor kindred., to assist ; 
Nor lawyers, to join land and money 
In th' holy state of matrimony, 250 

Before they settled hands and hearts. 
Till alimony or death them parts : 

237. When Romulus had built Rome, he made it an 
asylum, or place of refuge, for all malefactors, and others 
obnoxious to the laws, to retire to, by which means it 
coon came to be very populous ; but when he began to 
consider, that, without propagation, it would soon be 
destitnte of inhabitants, he invented several fine shows, 
and invited the young Sabine women,then neighbours to 
Uiem ; and when they had ihem aecMte>\iiv;^ x^nS^'s-^ 
ibem : fiom whence proceeded so tv\xvueTo>\%«svcfe^xvw^ 

S52. Alimony is an allowance vYvai xiift\BNj «^'''f".^^ 
womoD for her sei>arate mamUinance xx^^u vv<\a>t 
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Nor would endure to bUt t»,n(i/ 
Th'hiidgollhflYBrTbrLd8'B,poc»^j 
But took 1 wi«e »nd sliorler cot**-^,^ 
To win the ladies, downright ">*->ciJ^ 
And justly mide 'em priB'nHiB *».^^ ■ 
Aathey hatfe.oaensince.UBino^^ *»- 
Wilh acting plays, and dancing j = ^ 
The luckiest of all loss's intrigu^^ 
And when Ihey had them at th&xr sAv 
Then talk'd of love and flamea »t feist 
For ailer malrimony'a over. 
He that holds out hut hilf a lover. 

Than half a year of love bafors i 

For which the damea, in contemplatirai 

Of that beat way of appboation. 

Prov'd nobler wivea than e'er ware knowi 

By suit or treaty to be won ; 

And aucb as all poatenly 

Could never equal, nor come Dwh, 

For women hrst were made tor men, 
Not men for them.— It follows, tbea. 
That men have tipht to ev'ry one. 
And they no freedom of their own : . 
And therefore men have pow'r to choOM, 
But they no cliarlei to refuse. 
Hence 'tis apparent that, what coutae 
Soe'er we talte to your araoura, 
Though by the iodireeteel way, 
"Tia no injusliCB, nor foul plav ; 
And that you ought to take tWl count, 
Aa wo take you, for hetlar or wonae [ 
And gratefully aubmil lo tboes 
Who you, before another, chose, 
Kor why ahould ev'ry savage be*at 
iCiceed his great lord'a inleroat ? 
" 'B freer pow'r than be in gr«ce. 
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Retrench'd the absolute dominion 

That nature gave him over women ; 

When all his pow^ will not extend 295 

One law of nature to suspend; 

And but to offer to repeat 

The smallest dause, is to rebel. 

This, if men rightly understood ^ 

Their privilege, they would make good ; 300 

And not, like sots, permit their wives 

T' encroach on their prerogatives ; 

For which sin they deserve to be 

Kept as they are, in slaverv : 

And this some precious gifted teachers, 305 

Unrev'rently reputed leachers, 

And diflobevM in making love, 

Have vow'd to all the world to prove, 

And make ye suffer, as you ought. 

For that uncharitable fau''t. 310 

But I forffet myself, and rove 

Beyond m* instructions of my love. 

Forgive me (Pair) and only blame 
Th' extravagancy of my flame, 
Since His too much at once to shew 315 
Excess of love and temper too. 
AH I have said that 's bad and true. 
Was never meant to aim at you, 
Who have so sovVeign a control » 
O'er that poor slave of yours, my soul, 320 
That, rather than to forfeit you, 
Has venturM loss of heaven too ; 
BoUi with an equal pow> possest. 
To render all that serve you blest ; 
But none like him, who's destined either 325 
To have or lose you both together ; 
And if you 'U but this fault release 
(For so it must be, since you please) 
1 11 pay down all that vow, and more, 
Which you commanded, and I swore, 330 
And expiate upon mv skin 
Th* arrears in full of all my sin : 
For His bat just that I should pay 
Th' Mcraing penance for delay ; ^ 
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Which shall be done, until it move 
Your equal pity and your love. 

The Kniffht perusing this Epistle, 
BelievM h* nad brought her to his whistl^^ 
And read it like a jocund lover, 
Witli great applause, t' himself, twice over ; I 
Subscribe his name, but at a fit 
And humble distance, to his wit ; 
And dated it with wondrous art, 
Giv'n from the bottom of his heart ; 
Then seaPd it with his coat of love, ' i 

A smoking fagot — and above. 
Upon a scroll — I bum, and weep ; 
And near it — For her Ladyship, 
Of all her sex most excellent, 
These to her gentle hands present : 2 

Then ffave it to his faithful Squire, 
With lessons how t' observe and eye her. 

She first consider^ which was better, 
To send it back, or bum the letter : 
But guessinff that it might import, 2 

Though nothing else, at least her sport, 
She openM it, and read it out. 
With many a smile and leering flout ; 
ResolvM to answer it in kind. 
And thus perform'd what she design'd. 2 
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THE LADY'S ANSWER 

TO 

THE KNIGHT. 

That you 're a beast, and tumM to gxtm^ 
Is no strange news, nor ever was. 
At least to me, who once, you know. 
Did from the pound replevin you. 
When both your sword and spurs wen 
In combat by «xi AmaaAux 
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That sword, that did (like Fate) determine 

Th' inevitable death of vermin, 

And never dealt its furious blows, 

But cut the throats of pigH and cowsy 10 

By TruUa was, in single fight. 

Disarmed and wrested from its Knight ; 

Your heels degraded of your spurs, 

And in the stocks close prisoners ; 

Where still they'd lain, in base restraint, 15 

If I, in pity of your complaint. 

Had not, on honourable conditions, 

Released 'em from the worst of prisons; 

And what return that favour met 

You cannot (though you would) forget j 20 

When, being free, you strove t' evade 

The oaths you had in prison made ; 

Forswore yourself, and first deny'd it. 

Bat afler own'd and justify 'd it ; 

And when y^ had falsely broke one vow, 25 

AbsolvM yourself by breaking two : 

For while you sneak'mgly submit. 

And beg for pardon at our feet, 

Discouraff'd by your guilty fears. 

To hope for quarter for your ears, 30 

And doubting 'twas in vain to sue. 

You claim us boldly as your due ; 

Declare that treachery and force. 

To deal with us, is th only course j 

^Vo have no title nor pretence 35 

To body, soul, or conscience ; 

But ought to fall to that man's share 

That claims us for his proper ware. 

These are the motives which, t' induce 

Or fright us into love, you use ; 40 

A pretty new way of ffsdlanting. 

Between soliciting and ranting ;■ 

Like sturdy beggars, that entreat 

For charity at once, and threat ! 

But since you undertake to prove 45 

Your own propriety in love, 

Ai if we were but lawful prize 

Jn war between two enemies, 
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Or forfeitures, which ev'iy lover, 
That would but sue for, might recovar. 
It is not hard to understand 
The myst'ry of this bold demand, 
That cannot at our persons aim, 
But something capable of claim. 

'Tis not those paltry counterfeit 
French stones, which in our e^ee ^u set, 
But our right diamonds, that mspire 
And set your amorous hearts on nre : 
Nor can those false St. Martin's beads, 
Which on our lips you lay for reds. 
And make us wear, like Indian dames. 
Add fuel to your scorching flames. 
But those true rubies of the rock, 
IVhich in our cabinets we lock. 
'TIS not those orient pearls, our teeth. 
That you are f o transported with ; 
But those we wear about our necks. 
Produce those amorous effects. 
Nor is *t those threads of gold, our hair. 
The periwigs yuu make us wear ; 
But Uiose brignt ffuiueas in our chests. 
That Hght the wild-fire in your breasts. 
These love-tricks I "ve been vers'd in so. 
That all their sly intrigues I know. 
And can unriddle, by tneir tones. 
Their myntic cabals and jar;?on8 ; 
Can tell what passions, by meir sounds, 
Pine for the beauties of my grounds; 
What raptures fond and amorous 
O' th^ charms and graces of ray house ; 
What ecstasy and scorching flame 
Burns for my money in my name ; 
What from th' unnatural desire 
To beasts and cattle takes its fire ; 
What tender sigh, and trickling tear. 
Longs for a thousand pounds a year ; 
And languishing transports are fond 
Of statute, mortgage, bill, and bond. 

These are th' attracts which most men fk 
EnamoutM, at first oght^ withal ; 
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To these th' address with serenades, 

And court with balls and masquerades ; 

And yet, for all the yearning pain 

Y' have suffer'd for their loves in vain, 

I fear they '11 prove so nice and coy 95 

To have, and t' hold, and to enjoy, 

That all your oaths and labour lost, 

They 11 ne'er turn ladies of tlie post. 

This is not meant to disapprove 

Your judgment in your choice of love ; 100 

Which is so wise the greatest part 

Of mankind study 't as an art ; 

For love should, like a deodand, 

Still fall to th' owner of the land ; 

And where there 's substance for its nound, 105 

Cannot but be more firm and sound 

Than that which has the slightest basis 

Of airy virtue, wit, and graces ; 

Which is of such thin subtlety. 

It steels and creeps in at the eye, 110 

And, as it can't endure to stay, 

Ste^ out again as nice a way. 

But love, that its extraction owns 
From sohd gold and precious stones, 
Must, like its shining parents, prove 115 

As sohd, and as glorious love. 
Hence 'tis you have no way t' express 
Onr charms and graces but by these : 
For what are lips, and eyes, and teeth. 
Which beauty invades and conquers with, 120 
But rubies, pearls, and diamonds. 
With which a philter love commands f 

This is the way all parents prove, 
In managing theu* children's love, 
That force 'em t' intermarry and wed, 125 
As if th' were burying of the dead ; 
Cast earth to earui, as in the grave, 
To join in wedlock all they have. 
And, when the settlement 's in force, 
Take all the rest for better or worse : 190 

For money has a power above 
The Stan and fate to manage lovei 

2 
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'Whose arrows, learned poets hold. 
That never miss, are tipp'd with g:oIcl. 
And thouffh some say the parents* claims 
To make love in their children's names. 
Who many times at once provide 
The nurse, the husband, and the bride. 
Feel darts and charms, attracts and flamet, 
And woo and contract in their names. 
And, as' they christen. uf« to marry ^em. 
And, like their gossips, answer for *em ; 
Is not to give in matrimony. 
But sell and prostitute for money ; 
'Tis better than their own betrothing. 
Who often do 't for worse than nothlngr • 
And when th' are at their own dispose. 
With greater disadvantage choose. 
All this is right ; but for the course 
Tou take to do \ by fraud or force, 
'Tis so ridiculous, as soon 
As told, 'tis never to be done. 
No more than setters can betray. 
That tell what tricks they are to play. 
Marriage, at best, is but a vow. 
Which all men either break or bow : 
Then what will those forbear to do. 
Who perjure when they do but woo ? 
Such as befoie-hand swear and lie. 
For earnest to their treachery, ] 

And, rather than a crime confess. 
With CTeater strive to make it less ? 
Like wieves, who, after sentence past. 
Maintain their innocence to the last ; 
And when their crimes were made appear 1 
As plain as witnesses can swear. 
Yet, when the wretches come to die, 
Will take upon their death a lie. 

133. The poets feign Capid to have two sorts of 
rows ; the one tipped with gold, and the other with le 
The ffolden always inspire und inflame love in the p 
sons he wounds with them ; bat, on the contrscy, i 
leaden create the utmost aversion and hatred. W 
the first of these he shot ApoUo, and witb tbs 90 
DaphB«t acsordinf to Ovid. 
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Nor are the virtues you confess'd 

T^ your ghostly father, as you guess'd, 170 

So slight as to be justifyM 

By being as shamefully deny'd ; 

As if you thought your word would pass 

Point-blank, on both sides of a case ; 

Or credit were not to be lost 175 

B^ a brave Knight-Errant of the Post, 

That eats perfidiously his word. 

And swears his ears through a two-inch board ; 

Can own the same thing, and disown, 

And perjure booty, pro and con ; 180 

Can make the Gospel serve his turn. 

And help him out, to be forsworn ; 

When 'tis laid hands upon, and kist, 

To be betray 'd and sold, like Christ. 

These are the virtues in whose name 185 

A right to all the world you claim, 

And boldly challenge a dominion. 

In grace and nature, o'er all women; 

Of whom no less will satisfy 

Than all the sex your tyranny. 190 

Although you 11 find it a hard province. 

With all your crafty fi'auds and covins, 

To govern such a numerous crew,. 

Who, one by one, now govern you ; 

For if you all were Solomons, 195 

And wise and great as he was once. 

You '11 find they 're able to subdue 

(As they did him) and baffle you. 

And if you are impos'd upon, 
'Tis by your own temptation done, 200 

That with your ignorance invite, 
And teach us how to use the slight ; 
For when we find y' are still more taken 
With false attracts of our own making, 
Swear that 's a rose, and that a stone, 205 

Like sots, to us that laid it on. 
And what we did but slightly prime, 
Most ignorantly da ib in rhyme, 
You force us, in our own defences, 
To copy beams and influences ; 2.tA 
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To lay perfectiofui on th « gnm.* 

And draw attracts upon our j 

And, in compliance to your 'v^r ^^ 

Your own false jewels county ^.^^^y 

For by the practice of those ^^.2*1:9 

We gain a irreater share of La^^i^ 

And those deserve in reason xdow/l ^ 

That greatest painv and etud^r 00^^ 

For great pert\fLiions are. like hea.-^^ ^ 

Too rich a pretM'rit. to be given. 

Nor arelhew niast.'r-Btrokesof be;__ 

To be perfdrin d v. itliuut hard duty,' 

Which, wiicn thpy 're nobly done and wi 

The Kirnple i.aiurai excel. 

I low fair and sweet the planted rose 

Bej'ond tlie wild in iiedgcs grows i 

For without art the noblest seeds 

Of flowers deren rati^ into weeds. 

How dull and nigged, ere ^tis ground 

And polish *d lor>ks a diamond ! ^i^ 

I'hough Paradise were e'er so fair. 

It waft not kept 90 without care. 

The whole world, witliout art am} dreai^ 

Would be but one irreat wilderness ; 

And mankind hut a savage herd, 235 

F'or all that nature has conferrM : 

This does but rou^h-hew, and design ; 

Leaves art to polit^h and refine. 

Though women first were made for men. 

Yet men were made for tliem agen ; 240 

For when (outwitted by his wife) 

Man first tum'd tenant but for life, 

]f women had not interven*d. 

How soon had mankind had an end ! 

And that it is in being yet, 245 

To us alone you are in debt. 

And where ^s your Uberty of choice. 

And our unnatural no voice ? 

Since all the privilege you boast. 

And falsely usurp'd, or vairjy lost, S50 

Is now our right ; to whose creation 

You owe youi ha^^^^ teatoration ; 
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And if w« had not wo^hty caam 
To not &p[>ear, in miJiuig liws, 
We could, in niite of all your tricki, 
And shallow, formal politico, 

Aa WB to youra (in show) giva way. 
Hence 'lis that, while you vainly sthve 
T' advance your high prerogative. 
You basely, after aU jour bravea. 
Submit, Djid own yourselves our ■lave* ; 
And 'cause we do not make it known. 
Nor publicly our int'resl own, 
Like sols, suppose we have no shares 
In ord'ring you and your afTairs, 
When all your empire and command 
You have from us at second hand ; 
As if a pilot, that appeara 
To sit Btill only while he ateets. 
And does not make a noise and stir, 

Knew nothing of the card, nor star. 
And did not guide (he man-of-war ; 
Nor we, bBCfuse we don't appear 
In councils, do not Rovara there ; 
While, like the mighty Preater John, 
Whose person none dares look upon. 
But is preserv'd in close disguise, 
From being made cheap to vulgar eyes, 
W enjoy as large a pow'r unseen. 



Anif in th 



,n the rl^t of our Pope Joan, 
Make emp'rora at our feet fell down ; 
Or Joan de Pucet's braver name. 
Oar riifht to arms and conduct claim ; 



•evenlr ktn(> Ibi Ug vunli.ind w sutnti ud amwant, 
Ibat none durst look upon kJm wilhmit hia ponniinan. 
38S. JoanDfAro,el1le(l■l»UMpuu1le,orUaJdDfOr- 
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Who, tboug-h m »pin*tEr, yet was "Jal— 
To lerve France [or ■ Gnnd Coh^^Jt 
We maktmd eKcute »JI lur.. ^ 
Can judge the judge* sud Ihe cause; 
Prescribe all rules of rieht and vroag 
To th^ \oTig rube, and the longer tou^uBi 
'GuDrt which (he world hu no defence. 

We manage thuura of ereatesit weis-ht 
In all the worldVaffair* ol^Uta; 
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Is there an officer of state 315 

Untimely raised, or magistrate, 

That 's naughty and imperious? 

He *s but a journeyman to us, 

That, as he gives us cause to do % 

Can keep him in« or turn him out. 320 

We are your guardians, that increase 

Or waste your fortunes how we please ; 

And as you humour us can deal 

In all your matters, ill or well. 

'Tis we that can dispose, alone, 325 

Whether your heirs shall be your own, 
■ To whose integrity you must, 
In spite of all your caution, trust ; 
And, less you fly beyond the seas. 
Can 6X you with what heirs we please ; 330 
And force you t' own 'em, though begotten 
By French valets, or Irish footmen. 
Nor can the rigoroursest course 
Prevail, unless to make us worse ; 
Who still, the harsher we are us^d, 335 

Are farther off from b'ing reduced, 
And scorn t* abate, for any ills. 
The least punctilios of our wills. 
Force does but whet our wits t' apply 
Arts, bom with us for remedy ; 340 

Which all your politics, as yet. 
Have ne*er been able to defeat ; 
For vhen y' have try'd all sorts of ways, 
What fools d^ we make of you in plays! 
While all the favours we anord, 345 

Are but to girt you with the sword, 
To fi^ht our battles in our steads. 
And have your brains beat out o' your heads ; 
Encounter, in despite of nature. 
And fight at once with fire and water, 350 
With pirates, rocks, and storms, and seas, 
Our pride and vanity t' appease ; 
Kill one another, and cut tnroats, 
For our good graces, and best thoughts ; 
To do your exercise for honour, 32$ 

And htTe your brains beat oot the soonor ; 



And stand for ua in all engagemen' 
And these we all the mighly poi 
Tou Tainly boast to cry down our« 
And what in real Taiue''§ wanting. 
Supply with vapouiing and rantinj 
Because youTBelvea are terrify 'd. 
And stoop to one another's pride, 
BeUevo we have as Uttle wit 
To be out-^ector'd, uid submit : 
By your Biample, lose that right 
In treaties which we gain'd in fighl 
And, lerrify'd into an awe, 
Pass on ourgelYds a Sahque law ; 



INDEX. 

FafeUae 

thepoem 1.1 to 15 

-men, their practice 288 7SS 

;>lyiiig-place8 S8< 780 

>rw, auJiroQomlcal tenets of his . . 189 787 

aictu tenets of others, as solid ... 188 866 
dvantages over nature . 868 888 

his inrocation « ?r 84S 

ty 88 8S 

of rhyme, their reason for couplets , , 108 27 
of romances censured, p. 86. 1. 11. p. 101. L 18. p. 185 

ES compared 188 881 

ting, the adrenture of .... 88 677 

quTty and derivation ib. 681 

nation on the solemnity . . . ib. 689 
e method of making free by the Romans , 107 285 

Nine toffr^e, &c. by Prestor John . ib. 288 

al Of valour in soldiers . . , ib. SI0 

ebear) , 48 219 

lealogy . ib. 265 

ib. 871 

I i8 281 

nent on receiving Hudibras's fUl . . BR 877 

tin distress , 67 87 

dbyTrullaandCerdon .... 68 97 

•ed to Achilles 69 189 

I (the cobbler) 47 409 

lng*knife ib. 417 

ib. 421 

t qualities, Ace ib. 429 

in the bear's relief 68 87 

} Trulla's speech on that occasion . . 69 119 
irer to Orsm's speech on the distress of his 

72 871 

to the relief of M agnano . . . 80 868 

iBudibras 82 866 

n Trulla's Triumph 90 967 

and being cheated, the pleasure of it .146 1 

• Of the Tatter ib. 7 to 87 

7, a certain experiment of it . . . Ill 425 

t hostler) 47 441 

ed to Hercules 48 4Si 

iRalpho 67 825 

Hudibras 79 519 

a Trulla*s Triumph 90 968 

ers. a peculiar of theirs .... 62 1048 

realth resty to the rider .... 87 926 

gicaily oom^>ared to a rump ... 268 I5B8 
. their various ways of practice p. 162 1. 609 to 640 

'Onscience ought to assist itself . . 181 299 

none that venture a second beating , 106 829 

itied to horns and petticoats , . , 148 728 

(the fiddler) 88 105 

>rtune in a prize of his profesaioii , . 89 188 

XI and fate in the first action . . . 69 911 

iumpb by Hudibras 64 1181 

e stocks, .65 1168 

trHagnano 80 895 

teofeviloaen. ..... 186 707 



'•"V«^?_ 




INDEX. 307 

. H. 1. 821^— Resolution to reoattack her, p. 75. 
iy,-thereon, ib. 1. 381.— Speech to Ralpho before 
on, p. 77. 1. 453.— Invokes his mistress, p. 78. I. 
in disposing the battle, ib. 1. 481.— In advanc> 
•Fatality in getting and losing advantages, tti. 
ding answer to Ilalpho, p. 80. 1. 585.— Re-at- 
iS6.— Welcome to a supposed victory^. 83. 1. 
Ralpho thereon, ib. 1. 724.— Reply to Ralpho'd 
. 757.— Is defeated by Trulla, p. 85. 1. 780.— An - 
angue thereon, ib. I. 795.— Ill luck and defeat 
I with her, p. 86. 1. 835.— Answer to her insult- 
. 869.— To her reply, p. 88. 1. 897.— Surrenders 

lb. 1. 915.- Led in triumph, p. 89. 1. 961.— Put 
. 90. I. 1001.— Consoles himself, p. 91. 1. 1009^— 
iho's reply thereto, p. 92. 1. 1073.— The conver* 
d on presbytry, synods, presbyters, lay-el> 

1882.— Behaviour on receiving nis mistress's 
08. 1. 101.— Address to her, p. 104. 1. I41.-An- 
reas*8 reply, p. 106. 1. IGl.— The conversation 
e fortune of war, pain, honour, valour, love, 
to 1. 893.— Swears to whip himself as enjoined 
. 896.— Advises and debates with Ralpho how 
shipping and oath, p. 126. 1. 55 to 510.- Has 
i whipped by proxy, p. 135. 1. 437.— Makes 
y, p. 135. 1. 441.— Debate of it on refusal con- 
).— Adventure of the riding, p. 138. 1. 565.— 
. Roman triumph, p. 140. 1. 665.— Reply to 
t, p. 142. 1. 713.— Advances to attack the lead- 
— IS attacked himself, p. 144. 1. 815.— Flies the 
835.— His consolatory discourse on the occa- 
-Resolution to swear he has penance perform* 
.—Expostulation thereon, p. 148. 1. 59.— Is ad- 
to to consult Sidrophel. the cunning man, in 
19. 1. 106. — (Questions the lawfulness of it, ib. 
IS conviction, p. 151. 1. 189.— Resolves to con- 
lAl.— Compliments Sidrophel, p. 160. 1. 543.— 
;»hel>B arthil return, ib. I. 553.— Reply to his 
occasion of his coming, p. 161. 1. 568.— <)p- 
, its professors, practices, d:c. from ib. 1. 563. 
.—Falls out with Sidrophel, and despatches 

rftble, p. 173. 1. 1015.— Disarms and defeats 
Whachum. p. 174. 1. 1057.— Speech to the 
1. 1071.— Plunders Sidrophel, p. 175. 1. 1085.— 
1. 1068.— Resolves to march ofT, and lurch 
1. 1149.— Speed and activity in the execution, 
•Epistle to Sidrophel, p, 178.— Experience In 
32. 1. 81.-*Relapse and resolution to attack his 
17.— Arrives at her house, p. 185. 1. 150.— Ad- 
. 1. 163.— Dialogue between him and her, on 
' the performance of oath, &c. continued to 1. 
r promise of marriage, p. 195. 1. 539.— The 
nd comforts of it debated, from p. 195. 1. 545. 
.—Is frightened, and brought to confession, 
p. 214. L 1310.— Upbraided with his past con- 
.1. 1889.— Dialogues it with Ralpho as a spirit 



sleet, from p. 216. 1. 1400. to p. 220. L 1566.— Is 
dm, p. 228. I. 1571^— Speed incseaping, ib. 1: 
between him and Ralpho onifi* discovery of 
S8. 1. 108.— Answer to Ralplyp advice, p. 278. 
I to sue her promise, p. 279. 17967.— <7hvacter, 
er, ib. 1. 877.— Address to him, p. 281. 1. 821.— 
Mionaes, p. 281. 1. 683.— The lainrer's (minion, 
itSatedwuh his advice, p. 281. 1. 7«<-i^i8Uo 



308 INDEX, 

Id IV ladTf p. WE.— SubacriptiDU, dlte, « 
p. 3H. L HI in 3W. 

HTpociifT dwerilied . 

JmIomt ibe cl«p d (li* oiJ 

Imbudcnn t clnuiL 10 ercrr lllUv . . 

InlElLwiblc world iJ«cri1iei '. 






^rriiu.,hl.u».anekliii 



RoArmmr, ht use Id Ion 



A t>W<H>ugUiio«lc?ail<lrn 



INDEX. 309 

Page Lino 

l|U« of the fMttlty iSd 106 

|0(tlie tinker) 44 8S1 

it ib. 886 

the black art fl>. 848 

aaces 45 858 

fb. 881 

ib. - 886 

SeeTruUa. 
•y to relieve Talgol and Colon • . . 87 886 
on wounded ...... 79 587 

Trulla's TriumDh 90 887 

Crowdero from the stocks . . . ib. 967 

not made in heaven 196 645 

ovenents of love ib. 661 

that tires ib. 569 

at a venture 196 573 

roken or bait S97 165 

natrimony useless S80 804 

liniAtrimony by destiny . . . . 282 685 

eeinit ib. 687 

a half lover after it 292 968 

natural right over womankind . . ib. 974 

f!B on the woman ^8 side . . . . 802 889 
reason of all'things .... 266 1329 

laUngknaves ib. 1889 

alove 297 181 

new discoveries in it 165 727 

ges thereby in trade, politics, science, re* 

D, ftc. questionable 166 749 

*C. described 214 1821 

fHTdescribed 28 601 

166 778 

howobliging 129 197 

linthemaker . . . . * . 181 271 
[ no force till broken . . . . ib. 277 

nr the imposter 133 877 

(security 186 295 

at. toughest 287 79 

(the less the better 238 610 

. death and apotheosis . . . 228 215 

bearward,) p. 89. 1. 147.— His descent, p. 41. 1. 219. 
• Bsedicine, Ib. L 228.— Famed for pitched fight, 
10. 1. 171.— Grief for his bear's distress, ib. L 176. 
1^ thereon, p. 71. 1. 196.— Harangues his party, p. 
—Attacks Ralpho, p. 78. 1. 491.— Re-attacks him. p. 
b— Rescues Cerdon, but unfortunately, p. 82. 1, 
siats in TruUa>B triumph, p. 89. 1. 865. 
me. the occasion of a lustration . . 165 709 

cany described 106 188 

, and lantern described . . . . 157 415 

ca> consolations 90 1013 

■n, the true church militant ... 14 191 

described 94 1161 

i&between him and isdependoits . . 238 45 

: the keys 244 851 

t defined •>•■.. .99 1991 

1 directed, prescribed, and proposed to 51 690 
li, plate and preaching miaapplfed . . 60 668 

9.theirgospel 180 2W 

id, ib. 298 

his name, p. 21. 1. 487.— Parts, p. 22. L 466.— Birth, 
L— Hirpedigree, p. 22. 1. 467^-Gifts, ib. 1. 479^ 
rip.88.l.fi»— Compared with Hodionf, p. 98. 1. 



311) MDBS. 






lSsj£' : ■^' 








: : :1 


,.1 ■ ■ B 


mTl Kft-Coiil«tl> Iho ([;«i>ulMlji!IWMii both jnRk 








^ 


ii£ni',i'S2.!;rS'»'^«™i!i'"": 


: : : * 



INDEX. 311 

Page Line 
167. 1. 817.— How ill used in calculations, p. 171. I. 9S9.— 
Abused in love affairs, p. 181. 1. IS. 
State sinners, proguosticaiors of changes . ,» 388 411 
Sectaries, their birth and parenta^re, p. ''^22. 1. 7.— Their natu- 
tural constitution, p. 223. 1.21.— Their politics, ib. L 81.— 
Their rule of faith, p. 239. L 1445. 

Souls doubtful security 186 206 

Prisoners on parole ....... 187 210 

Stocks described 84 1182 

Swords and teeth compared 42 261 

Sympathy of spurring ...... 78 485 

Sympathetic uoses 17 281 

Sidrojihel, p. 149. I. 105,— His qualifications, ib. 1. 107.— 
Studies, p. 15(2. 1. 203.— Advances therein, ib. 1.200.— Boast- 
ed knowledge, ib. I. 223.— Famiiiaray witli the moon, p. 
154. 1. 289.— With the empire, iic. of the spheres, ib. 1. 258. 
—A remarkable msirumt-ut i>f bm luveuiion, ib. 1. 201.— 
Another, p. 154. 1. 277.— Sk.li in uccult sciences, ib. 1. 281. — 
In nature, ib. 1. SUo.— ilis Zany, p. 1S5..I. 325.— See Wha- 
clium.— llis obatirvatory, p. 157. i. 408.— Skill in observa- 
tioii, ib. 1. 413.— On the pbeiiouicnou of a paper-kite and 
lantern, ib. 1.425.— His iutiiruciiuud to Whachum on Hudi- 
bra^'s coming lo hiui, p. I5y. 1. 4^!)— Jliggle with on his tr- 
rand, p. 160. 1. 519.— Aitlul rt;i<iri)io lludibras'scompli- 
ment, lO. 1.519.— Telld bun the occaiiiou of his coming, p, 
161. 1. 537.— liefcnds astroio{f y, .t& prufcsciord, practices. &c. 
from p. 1^1. 1. 575. to p. IT2. 1. 99b.— Arinb, and attacks him, 

fi. 174. 1. 1041.— is disarmed, defeated, and plundered, ib. 1. 
0.T7.— Policy in escaping, p. 175. 1. 1107. 
Synods, compared to bear-gardens .... 98 1095 

To the iuquisition 94 1149 

A commonwealth of popery 66 1208 

Synod-men, their characienstic .... 99 1309 

'1' ALGOL (the butcher,) p. 43. 1. 299.— His reply to Hudibras 

on the bear-baitiiig, p. 54. 1. 6tt4.— Dci'once of his attack, p. 

56. 1. 7t*6.— DtSinouiit-s luin, p. on. 1. 8bl.— lu wounded, p. 79. 

1. 535.— AiMistii in TruUa's triumph, p. 89. 1. 966, 

Taliacotius^s sympathetic noses .... 17. 281 

Teeth and swords compared 42 261 

Trance described 210 1127 

'iVimining approTcd ....... 256 1291 

Trulla (the uiiker's wcncli,) p. 45. 1. 365.— Her resoluuon, ib. 
I. 369.— Assibtt) in the bear's rtlitf, p. 68. 1. 97.— Her light- 
ness, ib. 1. lui.— ripet:ch to Cvrdou on me relief of the bear, 
ib. 1. 110.— Uoinauiic care of him, p. 7U. 1. 156.— Defea'.s 
Hudibras. p. b5. 1. 7s3.— H.iraii^'ue to him thereon ib. 1. 765. 
— Ueply to his answer, p. bo. 1. bU.— lie-attaclcsand dcleats 
him, ib. 1.823.— liuulta iiiui. p. b7. 1. b-V}.— Hr piy to his an- 
swer, ib. 1. bHii.— Aiisw* r to Lis rrply, p. «b. 1. 5>05.— Gives 
him her mantle (a modern txainple applie<i,) lO. 1. 919. — 
Protects him tioin the fury of the rcsi, p. b9. 1.929.— lie- 
solves to exchaJig^ hiui for Cro A'dero, p. bS. 1. 913. p. 89. I. 
960.— Her reiioiuiiou approveu ol, ib. i. b53.— Tnuuiphs over 
him and Kalplio p. 90. i. in>9.— Th<: luauucr of it. ib. 1. 975, 
— I'lit.s both in the stocks, in. i. luuo, 
Trusts brokeu, not so desperate in iral as a neck 114 509 
VALOUH, active and passive dibtmguishud . . 91 1029 
Bctst trial of valour in soldiers . . . .107 249 

The effects of too mucii, or loo little . . . 208 1065 
Virtue and grace too ncai- akin to be coupled . . 218 1298 

WAGI%KS, fools' arguments 108 298 

Wedlock without lo\e compared . . . . 109 32| 
Properly couipaxed 116 64g 



313 


INDEX. 




WhKbaiMi.Sidn 


^jTzS^r^. 


"^^rif^t^ 


g«l= 


lllB-Euip 








ati li u ima. 


1^^ 


!^pk. of 


h\ s 


••^■•.'■'-. 






K Tbc hllDOWUl 


^^^ 












-ISjiTJ. 


HiZ. 







fs. 



^i 






1 



